
PARABLE OF THE HUNTING DOGS
Today, I will try to teach gospel principles through the use of a story. I call it

“The Parable of the Hunting Dogs.”  You will have to make an effort to understand
what I am trying to teach.  “He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.” (Matt 11: 15)

Several years ago, a certain man obtained 2 beautiful Springer Spaniel puppies.
As a lifelong fanatic about professional football, he promptly named the dogs after the
2 most ferocious middle linebackers of his day, Dick Butkus and Ray Nitschke,
calling them Bud and Nitch for short.  These were handsome, purebred dogs, coming
from a noble ancestry. 

These beautiful pup’s were eager to learn and grow.  However, the man knew
that these two dogs would be truly happy only if they would fulfill their potential
which came from deep within them.  After all, they were bred to hunt.  They were
born to become champions.

The man did everything in his power to bond with these puppies.  He fed them,
provided shelter, and played with them every spare minute.  He truly felt love and
affection for them both.

This man knew that these 2 hunting dogs would never be of much use unless
they learned some absolutely critical lessons.   

Lesson one:  These dogs needed to learn that this man was their “master.”
Bud and Nitch needed to love their master as much as he loved them.  In fact, their
love for him needed to be stronger than their instincts to do their own thing.

Lesson two: Bud and Nitch would have to become extremely familiar with their
Master’s voice, his mannerisms, his body language, and eventually to the sound of his
training whistle.  They would need to be able to distinguish his voice or whistle
from all other voices and noises around them.  The Master knew that if he
constantly gave voice or whistle signals that the dogs would become “deaf” to his
commands.  The Master found that giving commands only as needed kept them more
attuned to his voice.

Lesson three: Bud and Nitch must learn to stay right beside the Master until
released to hunt.   This was to help the puppies remain safe, and to preserve the hunt.
 In other words, it is important for hunting dogs to learn limits.   For example, a
good hunting dog will only hunt a certain distance away and no more.  If he hunts
further out, he can place himself in danger and may spook up birds that are much to
far away to hunt.



Lesson four: A difficult, yet critical lesson for these dogs, was to learn the
importance of hunting for their Master and not for themselves.   This goes against
the instincts of a dog.  For example, when the dogs would retrieve a pheasant or
grouse that the Master had shot, their instinct was to put the “so-called food” in their
mouth, run  so no one could take it away from them, and to chew and swallow it.
Instead, they needed to learn to bring the bird directly back to their Master, and to give
it to him undamaged.  The verbal command “Give” would signal the dog to release
the bird into his hand.  Hunting dogs must learn to give even when they don’t feel
like it.

Lesson five: Lastly, Bud and Nitschke needed to have the freedom to unleash
from within themselves, their powerful instincts to hunt.  You can’t teach instincts. 
You can’t make a dog pick up the scent of birds.  Either he can or he can’t.  These
dogs needed to have the freedom to learn and experiment and develop their skills.  A
robotic hunting dog is neither effective nor exciting to hunt with.  Watching a well
trained and talented dog do exactly as he was bred and trained to do, is an amazing
experience.  It is  like watching a great artist or athlete at the top of his skill. However,
this freedom to unleash his potential is best done within the bounds and training
of the Master.

After much training, the Master began to take Bud and Nitch out into the field.
Both dogs struggled in overcoming their urges to do their own thing, but with the
reinforced and patient training of the Master, progress was made.

Over time, Bud and Nitch showed great promise as hunting dogs.  However,
important differences began to emerge.  Bud was smart enough, but Nitschke almost
seemed human because he was so bright.  Bud would nearly always respond to the
voice or whistle commands of the Master.  Nitch began to do his own thing.  Bud was
committed to pleasing and hunting for his Master.  Nitch began to hunt for himself.
Bud’s strong will was sacrificed in lieu of his Masters.  Nitschke’s will became
paramount.  He became focused upon whatever his natural drives wanted at that
moment and he would not be denied in their pursuit.  Nitch began to hunt far out of
range from the voice of the Master or would simply ignore it, sometimes while
exploring dangerous territory at full speed.

The years passed, and Bud became a valuable and effective hunting dog.
Nitschke became a nuisance.  One summer day, the Master allowed Nitch to run free
in his yard while fresh water and food were being put out.  As was his pattern, Nitch
would run around the yard unresponsive to commands.  Next to the Master’s home
was a vacant lot where tall grasses and weeds grew.  Nitch loved to roam through the
lot at full speed looking for a bird or a cat to torment.  On that fateful day, Nitch



plowed through the tall grass and paying no attention to the warning cries of the
Master, exploded out into the street directly in front of an oncoming car.   In an instant
his life came to a painful ending.

What a pity.  His lineage was that of his ancestors—that of a champion. But
Nitschke could never find it within himself to surrender his will to his Master and to
fulfill the destiny he was born and bred to do.

So it is with God’s children as well.  We are of a Royal lineage, that of a
“divine nature,” purebreds, so to speak.  We have all sung the words, “I am a child of
God, and he has sent me here.”  These words ring true to our spirits.  We are God’s
children with the potential of becoming as he is.

We begin as small children to learn of the Eternal lessons that will protect and
guide us.   These lessons are much the same as those of the hunting dogs.

Lesson one: Christ is our Master, and our love for him must be greater than the
love of ourselves. We “cannot serve God and Mammon” which is another way of
saying that we can’t have it both ways.

Lesson two: We must learn to distinguish God’s still, small voice from the
voices and noises around us. His voice comes to us when He, in his infinite wisdom,
knows that we need it.  It also comes through his servants, for “whether by mine own
voice or by the voice of my servants, it is the same. (D&C 1:38).   I have heard that
still, small voice.  It instructed me to choose to serve a mission.  It confirmed for me,
whom I should marry.  It taught me who to chose as counselors in a bishopric.

Lesson three: It is critical for us to learn limits.  I have learned through
personal experience and through observation that there is great danger in going
beyond the limits God has set.  Though our Heavenly Father wants us to learn limits,
he would never take our agency away from us.  It will always be our choice.  He
would rather that we choose this day whom we will serve, instead of our service being
compulsive. He allowed one third of his children to leave him and Eternal life rather
than impose his will.

Lesson four: The work and the glory of the Master should be more important
than our work and glory.  Just what are our motives?   Why do you want to be a
doctor? or teacher? or computer programmer?  What motivates you when you serve
as a home teacher?  or a gospel doctrine teacher? a missionary? or a Bishop?  Whose
work, and whose glory are we most interested in?  We also must learn to “give” even
when we don’t feel like it.



Lesson five: The way to true freedom and to unleash our divine potential is
within the bounds and training of the Master.  This eternal paradox that we are more
free as we live within boundaries is hard for many to understand.  As a “Natural man”
we often like to stride out on our own.  We often prefer our own voice and desires to
that of our God.  

For many, the commandments feel unnecessarily constraining.  Some feel the
word “Master” brings to mind a sense of being dominated, controlled, slavery.  Some
have thoughts like, “I know what is best for me.” or  “I know what I’m doing.” 
“Don’t tell me who or how to date.” “I don’t need your advice about what how
physical I am with my girlfriend/boyfriend.” “It’s none of your business about what
I look at on the Internet.” “It is my decision about whether I drink, smoke, or use
drugs—it’s my body.” “Nobody is going to tell me whether I should go on a mission.”
“Hey, I can tell for myself what kind of music is ok to listen to.”   “I know best about
who I choose as my friends.”  “For the last time, nobody tell’s me what to do about
whether I have a tatoo or pierce my body.”  ME–ME–ME–ME!   

It is difficult to sacrifice our will to God.  I have struggled doing so for nearly
45 years.  Listen to the insights provided by Elder Boyd K. Packer.  He said, “Perhaps
the greatest discovery of my life, came when finally I had the confidence in God that
I would loan or yield my agency to him--without compulsion or pressure, without any
duress. . .  In a sense, speaking figuratively, to take ones agency, that precious gift
which the scriptures make plain is essential to life itself, and say, ‘I will do as you
direct,’ is afterward to learn that in so doing you possess it all the more.”

Elder Neal A. Maxwell further taught, “The submission of one's will is really
the only uniquely personal thing we have to place on God's altar.  The many other
things we "give," brothers and sisters, are actually the things He has already given or
loaned to us.  However, when you and I finally submit ourselves, by letting our
individual wills be swallowed up in God's will, then we are really giving something
to Him!  It is the only possession which is truly ours to give!”

In conclusion, I quote from Pres. Hinckley’s final address in the recent
conference.  He said, “I bear witness of the truth of this work and of the living reality
of God our Eternal Father and of His Only Begotten Son, whose Church this is. . . .
in the name of Him who is our Master, our Redeemer, and our King, even the Lord
Jesus Christ.”

Our beloved prophet, who has vast talents, gifts, and capacities, seems very
comfortable to acknowledge Christ as his Master.  Pres. Hinckley has set aside his
own will.  He is in tune with the still, small voice of God.  He understands the value
of limits and living within the bounds the Lord has set.  President Hinckley has
learned to give all he has even when he doesn’t feel like it.  Our prophet models that
our highest potential and freedom is obtained by turning our will over to our Father



in Heaven. 
The choice is ours.  What will we choose?


