Politics — Brigham Young

Journal of Discourses 2:317 —

The Church of Jesus Christ will produce this government, and cause it to
grow and spread, and it will be a shield round about the Church. And under
the influence and power of the Kingdom of God, the Church of God will rest
secure and dwell in safety, without taking the trouble of governing and
controlling the whole earth. The Kingdom of God will do this, it will control
the kingdoms of the world.

When the day comes in which the Kingdom of God will bear rule, the flag
of the United States will proudly flutter unsullied on the flag staff of liberty and
equal rights, without a spot to sully its fair surface; the glorious flag our fathers
have bequeathed to us will then be unfurled to the breeze by those who have
power to hoist it aloft and defend its sanctity.

Up to this time we have carried the world on our backs. Joseph did it in his
day, besides carrying this whole people, and now all this is upon my back, with
my family to provide for at the same time, and we will carry it all, and bear off
the Kingdom of God. And you may pile on state after state, and kingdom after
kingdom, and all hell on top, and we will roll on the Kingdom of our God,
gather out the seed of Abraham, build the cities and temples of Zion, and
establish the Kingdom of God to bear rule over all the earth, and let the
oppressed of all nations go free.

I have never yet talked as rough in these mountains as I did in the United
States when they killed Joseph. I there said boldly and aloud, “If ever a man
should lay his hands on me and say, on account of my religion, ‘Thou art my
prisoner,’ the Lord Almighty helping me, I would send that man to hell across
lots.” 1 feel so now. Let mobbers keep their hands off from me, or I will send
them where they belong; I am always prepared for such an emergency.

I have occupied time enough; may God bless you. Amen

Docs: Handouts: Young B: “Politics-JohnstonArmy.mwd” Page 1 of 3



Journal of Discourses 5:232 —

... while we were doing our best to leave their borders, the poor, low, degraded
curses sent a requisition for five hundred of our men to go and fight their
battles! That was President [James Knox] Polk; and he is now weltering in hell
with old Zachary Taylor, where the present administration will soon be, if they
do not repent.

Liars have reported that this people have committed treason; and upon their
lies, the President [James Buchanan, Jr.] has ordered out troops [Johnston’s
army] to aid in officering this Territory: and if those officers are like many who
have previously been sent here, (and we have reason to believe that they are, or
they would not come when they know they are not wanted,) they are poor,
miserable blacklegs, broken-down political hacks, robbers, and whoremongers
— men that are not fit for civilized society; so they must dragoon them upon
us for officers. I feel that I won’t bear such cursed treatment, and that is enough
to say; for we are just as free as the mountain air.

I do not lift my voice against the great and glorious Government guaranteed to
every citizen by our Constitution, but against those corrupt administrators who
trample the Constitution and just laws under their feet. They care no more
about them than they do about the Government of France; but they walk them
under their feet with impunity. And the most of the characters they have sent
here as officers cared no more about the laws of our country and of this
Territory than they did about the laws of China, but walked them under their
feet with all the recklessness of despots.

I do not want to be angry, not to have my feelings wrought up; but I cannot
keep quiet under the continued outrageous tyranny of the wicked.

I have said that if the brethren will have faith, the Lord will fight our battles,
and we will have the privilege of living here in peace. I have counted the cost
to this people of a collision with our enemies; but I cannot begin to count the
cost 1t will be to them.

I have told you that if this people will live their religion, all will be well; and I
have told you that if there 1s any man or woman that is not willing to destroy
anything and everything of their property that would be of use to the enemy, if
left, I wanted them to go out of the Territory; and I again say so today; for
when the time comes to burn and lay waste our improvements, if any man
undertakes to shield his, he will be sheared down; for “judgments will be laid
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to the line and righteousness to the plummet.” Now the faint-hearted can go in
peace; but should that time come, they must not interfere. Before I will suffer
what I have in times gone by, there shall not be one building, nor one foot of
lumber, nor a stick, nor a tree, nor a particle of grass and hay, that will burn,
left in reach of our enemies. I am sworn, if driven to extremity, to utterly lay
waste, in the name of Israel’s God.

I know that the Saints, both the brethren and sisters, pray that our enemies may
not come here; for their entrance is designed by our Government to be the
prelude to the introduction of abominations and death. And you cannot talk
to a brother, or even a sister, but that she will tell you that, if she consents in
her feeling to have our enemies come here, she feels uncomfortable, and her
heart sinks within her. If I consent in my feelings to have them come here, my
heart sinks within me, my buoyant spirits are gone, and I have no comfort; for
I know the hellish designs concealed under the present movement.
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