Gardenof Edenin JacksorCounty,MO

BruceR. McConkig MormonDoctrine,p. 20.
ADAM- ONDI-AHMAN

Theearly brethrerof this dispensation
taughtthatthe Gardenof Edenwaslocatedin
whatis knownto usasthelandof Zion, anarea
for which JacksorCounty,Missouri,is the center
place.ln our popularLatter-daySainthymn
which begins,"Gloriousthingsaresungof Zion,
Enoch'scity seernof old,"” we find William W.
Phelpgreservinghedoctrinethat"In Adam-
ondirAhman Zion rosewhereEdenwas."And in
anothetymn,written by the sameauthorin the
daysof the ProphetloseptsSmith,we find these
expressions;

OrsonF. Whitney,SaturdayNight Thoughtsp. 38.

TheOld-NewWorld.—America,accordingto
JoseplSmith,is the Old World—notthe New1The
primevalGarderwasin thatpartof Missouri
now calledJacksorCounty.Our First Parents,
aftertheir expulsionfrom Eden,dweltin the
placewherestoodthis altar. TheLord namedit
Adam-ondiAhman “becausat is the placewhere
Adamshallcometo visit his peopleor the
Ancientof Daysshallsit, asspokenof by Daniel
the Prophet.2

JohnA. Widtsoe Evidencesand Reconciliations,
p.396-97

In conversatiorwith OrsonHyde,on March
15,1857,PresidentYoungsaid:

You havebeenbothto Jerusalenand

Zion, andseenboth.| havenotseeneither,for

I haveneverbeenin JacksorCounty.Now it

is a pleasanthingto think of andto know

wherethe Gardenof Edenwas.Did you ever
think of it? | do notthink manydo, for in

JacksorCountywasthe Gardenof Eden.

Josephasdeclaredhis, andl amasmuch

boundto believethatasto believethat

Josephwasa prophetof God.(Journal

History, March 15, 1857)

Thatis the positionof the Latter-daySaints
today,with respecto the much-discussed
locationof the Gardenof Eden.

Adam,after his expulsionfrom the Gardenof
Eden lived in the vicinity of thegreatMissouri
andMississippirivers.As his descendants
multiplied, theywould naturallysettlealongthe
fertile andclimatically acceptableiver
valleys.Whentheflood camein the daysof Noah,
the Mississippidrainaganusthaveincreasedo a
tremendousolume,quitein harmonywith the
Biblical accountNoah'sark would befloatedon
the mighty, rushingwaters towardsthe Gulf of
Mexico. With favorablewinds,it would crossthe
Atlantic to the EasterrcontinentsTherethe
humanrace,in its secondstarton earth,beganto
multiply andfill theearth.

Thelocationof the Gardenof Edenin America,
andat IndependenceéVlissouri,clearsup manya
problemwhich the Bible accountof Edenandits
gardenrhasleft in the mindsof students.

Encyclopediaf Mormonismy/ol.1, ADAM- ONDI-
AHMAN .
TheProphet'sevelationsndicatedseveral
thingsaboutthe area:(1) the Gardenof Edenwas
locatedin JacksorCounty,Missouri,andafter
Adamwasexpelledfrom the gardenhewent
northto Adam-ondiAhman (2) threeyearsbefore
Adam'sdeath he gatheredherighteousof his
posterityto Adam-ondiAhmanandbestowed
uponthembhis lastblessingj(3) this sitewould be
thelocationof a future meetingof the Lord with
Adamandthe Saints,asspokenof by the prophet
Daniel(Dan.7:9-14,21-27;12:1-3).

Encyclopediaf Mormonism)yol.2, GARDEN OF
EDEN.

Neitherbiblical recordsnor seculamistory
andarchaeologicatesearchdentify the
dimensionsor thelocationof thegardenin terms
of the present-daygurfaceof the earth.Latter-day
revelationspecifiesthatasa mortal, Adamlived
at Adam-ondiAhmanin whatis now Daviess
County,Missouri(D&C 107:53-56116:1;117:8).
SeveralarlyLDS leadersamongthemBrigham
YoungandHeberC. Kimball, statedthatthe
Prophetloseptsmithtaughtthemthatthe
Garderof Edenwaslocatedin whatis now
JacksorCounty,Missouri(JD 10:235;cf. 11:336-7;
DS3:74).

Encyclopediaf Mormonismy/ol.2,
INDEPENDENCE MISSOURI.

Anxiousto know exactlywherethe promised
city would beandwhenit would be built, the
Saintswereexcitedwhenin 1831a seriesof
revelationsgdentified Missouriasthegeneral
locationof the city of Zion, that“Independencés
the centermplace,anda spotfor thetempleis
lying westwardupona lot whichis notfar from
the courthouse’(D&C 57:1-3;45:64-66;48:4-6;52:1-5,
42-43).Subsequentlyjoseplitmithalsoindicated
thatthe JacksorCountyareahadbeenthe
locationof the Gardernof Eden.

Milton R. Hunter,Pearl of GreatPrice
Commentaryp. 108.

As aresultof modernrevelation Latter-day
Saintsbelievethatthe Gardenof Edenwas
locatedin America,in the presentstateof
Missouri3 In theScrapboolof MormonLiterature,
thefollowing statements made:In 1832Joseph
Smithmadethe startlingdeclaratiorthatthe
Gardernof Edenhadits existenceonthe American
continent,evenin JacksorCounty,Missouri.™
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PresidenBrighamYoungdeclared:

In the beginning afterthis earthwas
preparedor man,thelLord commencedHis
work uponwhatis now calledthe American
continentwherethe Gardenof Edenwas
made.In thedaysof Noah,in thedaysof the
floating ark, He took the peopleto another
partof the earth;the earthwasdivided,and
thereHe setup His kingdom?

In March,1832,the Lord madeHis first
mentionin latterdaysof “Adam-ondi-Ahman.®
Six yearslater (July, 1838),He pointedoutto the
Prophethat Adam-ondi-Ahmarwas“the land
whereAdamdwelt.”” The previousmonththe
Prophetandsomeof the otherchurchleaders
werelooking aroundfor a placeto establista
Latter-daySaintsettlementTheyselectedh
beautifulsite which they namedSpringHill,
Missouri8 Evenbeforethis time (March 28, 1835)
Godtold the ProphetloseplSmiththatthree
yearsprior to Adam’'sdeaththe Ancientof Days
calledall of hisrighteousposteritytogether
“into the valley of Adam-ondi-Ahmanandthere
bestoweduponthemhis lastblessing.?

Journalof DiscoursesYol.10, p.235,HeberC.
Kimball, June27,1863.

We havebeentaughtthatour FatherandGod,
from whomwe sprangcalledandappointechis
servantgo go andorganizeanearth,and,among
therest,hesaidto Adam,“You go alongalsoand
helpall you can;you aregoingto inhabitit when
it is organizedthereforego andassistin thegood
work.” It readsin the Scripturegshatthe Lord did
it, butthetruerenderings, thatthe Almighty
sentJehovalandMichaelto do thework. They
werealsoinstructedo planteverykind of
vegetablelikewisetheforestandthefruit trees,
andtheyactuallybroughtfrom heaverevery
variety of fruit, of theseedsf vegetablesthe
seedof flowers,andplantedthemin this earthon
which we dwell. And | will saymore,the spot
choserfor thegardenof EdenwasJackson
County,in the Stateof Missouri,where
Independenceow standsjt wasoccupiedn the
mornof creationby Adamandhis associatesvho
camewith him for theexpresgpurposeof
peoplingthis earth.

Journalof Discoursesyol.17,p.188,0rsonPratt,
Octoberll, 1874.

Wherewasthatvalley in which thatgrand
patriarchalgatheringwasheld?It wasabout
fifty, sixty or seventymilesnorthof Jackson
County,Missouri,wherethe Zion of the latter
dayswill bebuilt. Wherethe gardenof Edenwas
is notfully revealedwhereAdameatthe
forbiddenfruit is notrevealedso far asl know,
thatis, the particularlocationonthe earth,no
revelationinformsuswherehe passedhefirst
few centuriesof hislife; but sufficeit to saythat,
whenAdamwasaboutsix or severhundredyears

old therewasa greatgatheringof the people.
Enoch,the seventHrom Adam,who lived
contemporaryvith his old ancestorandothers
who werecalledby him, wentforth andgathered
outtherighteousfrom all the nations,andas
therewasnot Atlantic Oceanin thosedays
rolling betweerthe easterrandwestern
continentstheycouldgathertogetherby land
from Asia, Africa andEurope.In thosedaysthe
earthwasnotdividedasit wasaftertheflood, in
the daysof Peleg.ln thatgatheringnanycame
from the endsof the earth.Adammighthavebeen
amongthe emigratingcompaniesif not,then,he
mostprobablyhadhis residenceatthe central
placeof gatheringLet this beasit may,it is not
revealedThereis a place,howevernwvherethis
greatConferenceaook placein ancienttimes,
wherethe Lord revealechimselfto thevast
assemblyandstoodin their midst,andinstructed
themwith his own mouth,andtheysawhis face.
Thereis the placewhereit wasordainedthat
Adamshouldhavethe power,asthe Ancientof
Days,aftera certainperiodanddispensationkad
rolled away,to comein his glory accompaniedy
the ancientSaints the generationshatshould
live afterhim andshouldtakeup their abode
uponthatlandwheretheyreceivedtheir last
blessingtherein thevalley of Adam-ondi-ahman.

Alvin R. Dyer, Conferencdreport,Octoberl968,
p. 109.f

In the courseof time from the creation,in the
daysof Peleg,or abouttheyear2200B.C.,Just
prior to the confusionof thelanguagesthe single
continentof landthathadcontinuedfrom
creationwasdividedto producethe hemispheres
aswe now know them.But notwithstandinghis,
the geographidocationof the Gardenof Edenwas
madeknownto the Prophetloseptsmith by
revelationasherein thelandof America,in
JacksorCounty,Missouri,with Independencas
thecentemplace.
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Endnotes:

1. The Prophet'snspireddeclaratiorto thateffectfinds confirmationin the writings of Thomas
Jefferson AlexanderAgassiz,andJohnFiske.

2.D&C 116.

3. Jame<£. TalmageTheArticlesof Faith,p. 74.

4. Scrapboolof MormonLiterature,vol. 1, pp.101-104.

5. Discoursesf BrighamYoungp. 157; BrighamYoung,in Millenial Star,vol. 22, p. 766.
6. DoctrineandCovenant¥8:15.

7. 1bid., 117:8-9.

8. Joseplttmith,History of the Church,vol. 3, pp. 39—40;B. H. Robertsjn TheContributor,vol. 7, pp.
314-315.

9. DoctrineandCovenantd4.07:53.
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