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Sisters are not obligated to go on missions

Now | wish to say something to bishops and stake presidents concerning missionary service. It
is asensitive matter. There seems to be growing in the Church an idea that all young women as
well as all young men should go on missions. We need some young women. They perform a
remarkable work. They can get in homes where the elders cannot.

I confess that | have two granddaughters on missions. They are bright and beautiful young
women. They are working hard and accomplishing much good. Speaking with their bishops and
their parents, they made their own decisions to go. They did not tell me until they turned in
their papers. | had nothing to do with their decision to go.

Now, having made that confession, | wish to say that the First Presidency and the Council of the
Twelve are united in saying to our young sisters that they are not under obligation to go on
missions. | hope | can say what | have to say in away that will not be offensive to anyone. Y oung
women should not feel that they have a duty comparable to that of young men. Some of them
will very much wish to go. If so, they should counsel with their bishop as well as their parents.
If the idea persists, the bishop will know what to do.

| say what has been said before, that missionary work is essentially a priesthood responsibility.
As such, our young men must carry the major burden. Thisistheir responsibility and their
obligation.

We do not ask the young women to consider a mission as an essential part of their life's program.
Over aperiod of many years, we have held the age level higher for them in an effort to keep the
number going relatively small. Again to the sisters | say that you will be as highly respected,
you will be considered as being as much in the line of duty, your efforts will be as acceptable to
the Lord and to the Church whether you go on a mission or do not go on a mission.

We constantly receive letters from young women asking why the age for sister missionariesis
not the same asiit isfor elders. We simply give them the reasons. We know that they are
disappointed. We know that many have set their hearts on missions. We know that many of
them wish this experience before they marry and go forward with their adult lives. | certainly
do not wish to say or imply that their services are not wanted. | simply say that a mission is not
necessary as a part of their lives.

Now, that may appear to be something of a strange thing to say in priesthood meeting. | say it
here because | do not know where else to say it. The bishops and stake presidents of the Church
have now heard it. And they must be the ones who make the judgment in this matter.

That is enough on that subject.

Bulletin, 1993-2, in Church News, January 22, 1994, pg. 2.

"There isincreasing evidence that some young women are being strongly encouraged to serve
full-time missions. Though capable and effective, young women do not have the same
responsibility to serve full-time missions as do young men who hold the priesthood. We are
grateful that some desire to serve ... but they should not feel obligated to do so. A young woman
should not be recommended for amission if it would interfere with a specific marriage
proposal.”
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