
Teachings Concerning the

The Purpose and Mission of the Church
_____________________________

General Purposes

1.  A Standard, a Gathering Place, a Defense, and a Refuge

Harold B. Lee
What is the purpose of the Church?  The Lord told

us in the 115th section of the Doctrine and Covenants. It
has been repeated in every dispensation of the gospel in
a similar way.  He said: "Thus shall my church be called
in the last days, even The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints.  Verily I say unto you all: Arise and 

shine forth, that thy light may be a standard for the
nations; and that the gathering together upon the land of
Zion, and upon her stakes, may be for a defense, and for
a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be
poured out without mixture upon the whole earth."
(D&C 115:4-6.) [The Teachings of Harold B. Lee, p.
262)

2.  To Make Salvation and Exaltation Available to Mankind

Ezra Taft Benson
This is not our work.  It is the work of the Lord that

we are called upon to help with, to carry this message to
our Father's children.  It is a message of salvation and
exaltation.  It is a message that will save and exalt the
souls of the children of men.  There is no other way,
because this is the only true message and the only true
church upon the face of the whole earth. Those are not
my words; they are the words of the Lord Jesus Christ as
found in the revelations. This gospel in its purity, now
restored to the earth, is intended to reach all of our
Father's children, and what a glorious thing it is to be
permitted to participate in it! ". . . this is my work and
my glory—to bring to pass the immortality and eternal
life of man." (Moses 1:39.)  That's the whole purpose of
the Church, the whole purpose of the program, the whole
purpose of missionary service, and we are called to help
carry that out. (God, Family, Country: Our Three Great
Loyalties [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1974], pp.
58-59)

Gordon B. Hinckley
When all is said and done, there is one purpose for

this Church, and that is to assist our Father in Heaven in
bringing to pass the immortality and eternal life of His
sons and daughters. The only reason for its being is to
build faith in things that are eternal.  (“Words of the
Living Prophet,” Liahona, Sept. 1997, 26)

N. Eldon Tanner
This is the whole purpose of the Church: to prepare

the individual for eternal life. (“The Administration of
the Church,” Ensign, Nov. 1979, p. 45)

Dallin H. Oaks
The purpose of The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints is to help all of the children of God
understand their potential and achieve their highest
destiny. This church exists to provide the sons and
daughters of God with the means of entrance into and
exaltation in the celestial kingdom. (“Apostasy and
Restoration,” Ensign, May 1995, p. 87)

Bruce R. McConkie
The Melchizedek Priesthood "continueth in the

church of God in all generations" (D&C 84:17), which is
to say that whenever and wherever men have the
Melchizedek Priesthood, there is the Church and
kingdom of God on earth. Conversely, when and where
there is no Melchizedek Priesthood, there is no true
Church and no earthly kingdom which is the Lord's, and
consequently, no way to prepare men to go to the eternal
church in heaven.  The purpose of the Church on earth is
to prepare men for membership in the eternal Church in
heaven.

The priesthood is God's power, and it administers the



gospel; the gospel is the plan of salvation; the Church is
an organized body of believers who have the gospel.
The purpose of the Church is to make salvation available

to men through the gospel and by the power of the
priesthood. (The Millennial Messiah, pp.123-124)

3.  The Church Exists to Implement the Plan of Salvation.

Ronald E. Poelman
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is

the kingdom of God on earth, administered by the
priesthood of God.  The Church has authority to teach
correctly the principles and doctrines of the gospel and
to administer its essential ordinances.

The gospel is the divine plan for personal, individual
salvation and exaltation. The Church is divinely
commissioned to provide the means and resources that
implement this plan in each individual’s life. (“The
Gospel and the Church,” Ensign, Nov. 1984, pp. 64-65)

4. To Prepare a People For the Millennium

Joseph Smith
On the evening on the 21st of September, A.D. 1823,

while I was praying unto God, and endeavoring to
exercise faith in the precious promises of Scripture, on
a sudden a light like that of day, only of a far purer and
more glorious appearance and brightness, burst into the
room indeed the first sight was as though the house was
filled with consuming fire; the appearance produced a
shock that affected the whole body; in a moment a
personage stood before me surrounded with a glory yet
greater than that with which I was already surrounded.
This messenger proclaimed himself to be an angel of
God, sent to bring the joyful tidings that the covenant
which God made with ancient Israel was at hand to be
fulfilled, that the preparatory work for the second
coming of the Messiah was speedily to commence; that
the time was at hand for the Gospel in all its fullness to
be preached in power, unto all nations that a people
might be prepared for the Millennial reign. I was
informed that I was chosen to be an instrument in the
hands of God to bring about some of His purposes in this

glorious dispensation.  (History of the Church, 4:536;
emphasis added)

Heber J. Grant
The mission of the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints is one of peace. It aims to prepare the
people of the world for the second coming of Christ, and
for the inauguration of that blessed day when the
millennium shall come and Christ shall reign as the King
of kings, standing at the head of the universal
brotherhood of man.  (Gospel Standards, p.18)

Ezra Taft Benson
The mission of the Church is to herald the message

of salvation and make unmistakably clear the pathway to
exaltation. Our mission is to prepare a people for the
coming of the Lord. The power of God and the
righteousness of the Saints will be the means by which
the Church will be spared (see 1 Nephi 14:14-15).
[Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson, p.176]

5.  Three-Fold Mission of the Church

Spencer W. Kimball
My brothers and sisters, as the Brethren of the First

Presidency and the Twelve have meditated upon and
prayed about the great latter-day work the Lord has given
us to do, we are impressed that the mission of the Church

is threefold:

• To proclaim the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to
every nation, kindred, tongue, and people;
• To perfect the Saints by preparing them to receive



the ordinances of the gospel and by instruction and
discipline to gain exaltation;
• To redeem the dead by performing vicarious
ordinances of the gospel for those who have lived on
the earth.
All three are part of one work—to assist our Father

in Heaven and His Son, Jesus Christ, in Their grand and
glorious mission “to bring to pass the immortality and
eternal life of man.” (Moses 1:39.) [“A Report of My
Stewardship,” Ensign, May 1981, p. 5]

Ezra Taft Benson
We have a sacred responsibility to fulfill the

threefold mission of the Church—first, to teach the
gospel to the world; second, to strengthen the
membership of the Church wherever they may be; third,
to move forward the work of salvation for the dead.

Let us consider each of these in turn.
The world needs the gospel, and we are charged by

command of the Lord and through our Abrahamic
lineage to spread it. Every young man in this Church
should be qualified for a mission and then should go.
Many sisters may also serve missions. I am grateful my
wife went on a mission and that we have granddaughters
and grandsons in the mission field.

There is no greater joy than bringing souls to Christ.
Participation in this great work blesses the convert,
blesses the missionary, and blesses those who support
the missionary.

Many older couples could serve missions. In so
doing, they will find that a mission blesses their children,
their grandchildren, and their great-grandchildren in a
way that could not otherwise be done. It will set a great
example for their posterity.

I am so glad my father accepted a mission call,
leaving mother at home with seven children and with the
eighth being born while Father was in the mission field.
His letters, which my faithful mother read to us children,
brought a spirit of missionary work into that home that
never left it. All the sons went on at least one mission,
and eventually all the daughters served missions.

The second mission of the Church is to strengthen 

the membership of the Church.
We need to learn the will of the Lord for us and then

do it, as President Kimball emphasized. His will is made
manifest through the standard works, His anointed
servants, and personal revelation.

There is a book we need to study daily, both as
individuals and as families, namely the Book of
Mormon. I love that book. It is the book that will get a
person nearer to God by abiding by its precepts than any
other book. (See Book of Mormon, Introduction.)
President Romney recommended studying it half an hour
each day. I commend that practice to you. I’ve always
enjoyed reading the scriptures and do so on a daily basis
individually and with my beloved wife.

Children, support your parents in their efforts to
have daily family scripture study. Pray for them as they
pray for you. The adversary does not want scripture
study to take place in our homes, and so he will create
problems if he can. But we must persist.

Perhaps each family member can take a turn reading
a verse at a time. Comments could follow. Maybe you
can study by subject. Perhaps assignments might be
made.

The third mission of the Church is to move forward
the work of salvation for the dead.

As a child, I appreciated the reverent discussions I
had with my mother as she ironed her temple clothes. I
am grateful for the weekly temple sessions that Sister
Benson and I enjoy together.

The temple is the house of the Lord. Our attendance
there blesses the dead and also blesses us, for it is a
house of revelation.

Now we must work together to accomplish these
three great, all-encompassing responsibilities. (“A
Sacred Responsibility,” Ensign, May 1986, pp. 76-77)

Specific Purposes

To Invite All Unto Christ

Ezra Taft Benson
The mission of the Church is glorious -- to invite all

of us to come unto Christ through proclaiming the
gospel, perfecting our lives, and redeeming the dead. As
we come unto Christ, we bless our own lives, those of
our families, and our Father in Heaven's children, both



living and dead. (Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson, p.179)

James E. Faust
In fact, the worldwide mission of the Church can be

simply stated; it is to perfect the Saints, proclaim the
gospel, and redeem the dead in order to bring God’s
children to Christ.  (“An Untroubled Faith,” Ensign,
Mar. 1988, p. 70)

To Establish the Kingdom of God on Earth

David O. McKay
The mission of the Church is to establish the

kingdom of God upon the earth, which, in the words of
Thomas Nixon Carver, "is not a mythical but a real
kingdom. It is a body of people dominated by ideals of
productivity, which is mutual service. We do not strive
for the things which satisfy but for the moment and then
leave a bad taste. We strive for the things which build us
up and enable us and our children to be strong, to
flourish, and to conquer. We strive to make ourselves
worthy to receive the world by fitting ourselves to use
the world more productively than others. We believe that
obedience to God means obedience to the laws of nature,
which are but the manifestations of his will; and we try
by painstaking study to acquire the most complete and
exact knowledge of that will, in order that we may
conform ourselves to it."  (Gospel Ideals, p.102)

John Taylor
We are here to build up the church of God, the Zion

of God, and the kingdom of God, and to be on hand to do
whatever God requires—first to purge ourselves from all
iniquity, from covetousness and evil of every kind, to
forsake sin of every sort, cultivate the Spirit of God, and
help to build up his kingdom; to beautify Zion and have
pleasant habitations, and pleasant gardens and orchards,
until Zion shall be the most beautiful place there is on
the earth. Already Zion is attracting the attention of the
people of the world. I have all kinds of people calling on
me—lords, admirals, senators, members of the House of
Representatives, members of the Parliament of England,
of the Reichstag of Germany, and the Chamber of
Deputies of France—all classes come and they say, "You
have a most beautiful place here!" Why, yes. And by and
by the kings of the earth will come to gaze upon the
glory of Zion, and we are here to build it up under the
instruction of God our Heavenly Father. Zion shall yet
become the praise and the glory of the whole earth. (The
Gospel Kingdom, p. 221)

To Improve the Conditions of Mankind

Joseph F. Smith
What I mean by the kingdom of God is the

organization of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, of which Jesus Christ is the king and the head;
not as an organization in any wise menacing or
jeopardizing the liberties or rights of the people
throughout the world, but as an organization calculated
to lift up and ameliorate the condition of mankind; to
make bad men good, if it is possible for them to repent of
their sins, and to make good men better. That is the
object and purpose of the Church, that is what it is
accomplishing in the world. (Gospel Doctrine, p.154)

To Make Our Religion Effective in Our Lives

David O. McKay
The mission of the Latter-day Saints may be

considered in two great aspects; one, the proclamation to
the world of the restoration of the gospel of Jesus
Christ—the declaration to all mankind that God the
Father and his Son Jesus Christ appeared in this
dispensation to the Prophet Joseph Smith. That in itself
is a wonderful message.

There are in this audience sixty-two missionaries
who are preparing to go abroad to give this proclamation.
They are but representatives of two thousand others who,
paying their own expenses, are abroad; in the world
declaring in all sincerity that God, as a loving Father,
ever mindful of the children of men, has revealed the
means whereby mankind can return to his presence. That
is one important phase or mission of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints.

The other great purpose of the Church is to translate
truth into a better social order, or in other words, to make
our religion effective in the individual lives of men, and
in improving social conditions. (Conference Report,
October 1927, p. 11)

To Prepare Church Members to Become Like
Their Heavenly Parents

Dallin H. Oaks
The purpose of mortal life and the mission of The

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is to prepare
the sons and daughters of God for their destiny—to
become like our heavenly parents. (“Same-Gender
Attraction,” Ensign, Oct. 1995, p. 7)



To Bring Men to the Celestial Kingdom

Ezra Taft Benson
The Church exists to assist the father to get his

family back into the presence of our Father in Heaven --
the highest degree of glory in the celestial kingdom.
(Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson, p.177)\

Gordon B. Hinckley
I hope that we will never lose sight of the fact that

the purpose of all of our work is to help the sons and
daughters of God find their way along the road that leads
to immortality and eternal life. It is to have come into
their hearts a love for God our Eternal Father, whose
children we are. It is to have come into their hearts a
solid, certain conviction concerning the place of each of
us in the plan of the Almighty, that we are children of
God, partakers of a divine birthright, spiritual children,
who have come with a touch of divinity within us. All of
these administrative things in the Church are important.
I want to confirm and endorse and emphasize that. But
when all is said and done, our greatest responsibility as
leaders in this Church is to increase the knowledge of
our people concerning their place as sons and daughters
of God, their divine inheritance and their divine, eternal
destiny.   (Teachings of Gordon B. Hinckley, p. 117)

To Build God-Like Attributes

Ezra Taft Benson
The whole purpose of the Church is to build men and

women who will be godlike in their attitudes and in their
attributes and in their ideals. "Men are blind until they
see that in the human plan/ Nothing is worth the building
if it does not build the man./Why build these cities
glorious if man, unbuilded goes./In vain we build the
world unless the builder also grows." (The Teachings of
Ezra Taft Benson , p 373)

The Reservoir of Truth
 
Gordon B. Hinckley

The Church is the great reservoir of eternal truth
from which we can constantly and freely drink. It is the
preserver of standards, the teacher of values. Latch onto
those values. Bind them to your hearts. Let them become
the lodestar of your lives to guide you as you move
forward in the world of which you will become an
important part. (Teachings of Gordon B. Hinckley, p.
117)

To Develop Within Man Christlike Attributes
and Transform Society

David O. McKay
The mission of the Church is to prepare the way for

the final establishment of the kingdom of God on earth.
Its purpose is, first, to develop in men's lives Christlike
attributes; and, second, to transform society so that the
world may be a better and more peaceful place in which
to live.  (Gospel Ideals, p.104)

Exalt the Name of Deity

Brigham Young
We have an object in view, and that is to gain

influence among all the inhabitants of the earth for the
purpose of establishing the Kingdom of God in its
righteousness, power and glory, and to exalt the name of
the Deity, and cause that name by which we live to be
revered everywhere that he may be honored, that his
works may be honored that we may be honored
ourselves, and deport ourselves worthy of the character
of his children. (Discourses of Brigham Young, pp.
438-439)

To Save Men

Joseph F. Smith
Our mission has been to save men. We have been

laboring all these eighty-odd years of the Church to bring
men to a knowledge of the gospel of Jesus Christ, to
bring them to repentance, to obedience to the
requirements of God's law. We have been striving to
save men from error, to persuade them to turn away from
evil and to learn to do good. Now if our enemies will
only charge us with doing this, all right; and if they wish
to oppose us for doing this, that is their business; but
when they charge us with doing that which we have not
done, believing that which we do not believe, practicing
that which we have never practiced, then I pity them. I
pity them because they are doing it in ignorance, or
because they are wilfully disposed to misrepresent the
truth. (Gospel Doctrine, p.72)

Gordon B. Hinckely
Now, I'd like to submit to you that when all is said

and done, the work and the mission of this Church is to
save. It's just that simple and just that profound . . . to
save people. That's the whole purpose of what we are
doing. That's why we have home teachers. That's why we
have visiting teachers. That's why we have classes. That's



why we have sacrament meeting. That's why we build
temples, to save the living and the dead. That's our work.
"This is my work and my glory—to bring to pass the
immortality and eternal life of man" (Moses 1:39). And
when all is said and done, that's what it is all about.
(Teachings of Gordon B. Hinckley, p. 119)

To Temporally and Spiritually Save Man

Joseph F. Smith
There are those who object to the authorities of the

Church being directors in these [commercial]
institutions. They would exclude them from connection
with all manner of business, if they could, because they
are "Mormons." But, I can see no wrong in having them
serve in this capacity when the stockholders have
confidence in their ability and integrity as officers. The
establishments seem to prosper under their direction and
management, and when business and business
institutions prosper, it is a sure indication that material
advantages accrue to and are shared by the people also;
and to bring about this condition, in addition to the
spiritual uplift of the people, is the dual mission of the
Church. Spiritual salvation alone is not all that people
need in this life. Spiritual and temporal salvation should
go together in this world.  (Messages of the First
Presidency, 4:273-274)

To Assist Men to Live Perfect Lives,
Temporally and Spiritually

J. Reuben Clark
The mission of the Church is first, to teach,

encourage, assist and protect the individual member in
his striving to live the perfect life, temporally and
spiritually, as laid down in the Gospel, -- "Be ye perfect,
even as your Father which is in Heaven is perfect," said
the Master; secondly, the Church is to maintain, teach,
encourage, and protect, temporally and spiritually, the
membership as a group in its living of the Gospel;
thirdly, the Church is militantly to proclaim the truth,
calling upon all men to repent, and to live in obedience
to the Gospel, "for every knee must how and every
tongue confess."  (Messages of the First Presidency,
6:45)

Aim of the Church–To Stand Independent
Above the World

D&C 78
14 That through my providence, notwithstanding the

tribulation which shall descend upon you, that the church
may stand independent above all other creatures beneath
the celestial world.

Joseph Smith
It was my endeavor to so organize the Church, that

the brethren might eventually be independent of every
incumbrance beneath the celestial kingdom, by bonds
and covenants of mutual friendship, and mutual love.
(History of the Church, 1:269)

Ezra Taft Benson
• The aim of this organizing and concentration of

resources is that the Church will be able to stand
independent above all nations (which suggests that
the Church will be self-governing, autonomous, and
not reliant on human opinion or institutions for its
temporal survival and support) -- amidst a time when
the wrath and judgments of God will be poured out
on all nations (see D&C 78:13-14). [Teachings of
Ezra Taft Benson, p.175]

• The strength of the Church welfare program lies in
every family following the inspired direction of the
Church leaders to be self-sustaining through
adequate preparation. God intends for His Saints to
so prepare themselves "that the church may stand
independent above all other creatures beneath the
celestial world" (D&C 78:14). [Teachings of Ezra
Taft Benson, p.268]

Bruce R. McConkie
Temporal and economic independence is essential if

there is to be absolute freedom of worship. (D. & C. 44.)
Anyone whose support comes from another person or
agency is to a greater or lesser degree subject to the will
and control of the supporting power. Hence the Lord
revealed the principles of consecration, stewardships,
storehouses, and the united order, so that, as he said, "the
church may stand independent above all other creatures
beneath the celestial world." (D. & C. 78:14.) [Mormon
Doctrine, p.378]

Neal A. Maxwell
The true and living Church would need to be

sufficiently independent of other mortal institutions
doctrinally, financially, and as to its authority, as well as
for other reasons. (D&C 78:13-14.) One of those reasons



is so that God's standards can be objectively applied to
world circumstances and to all individuals. C. S. Lewis
observed, "Unless the measuring rod is independent of
the things measured, we can do no measuring...." (A
Mind Awake, p. 36.) No wonder Paul described the
Church of the living God as "the pillar and ground of the
truth." (1 Timothy 3:15.) The living Church will uphold
the Savior's standards when many others shrink from
those standards!  (Things As They Really Are, pp.47-48)

To Eliminate Sin and Wickedness

David O. McKay
• There are those in the world who say that jealousy,

enmity, selfishness in men's hearts will always
preclude the establishing of the ideal society known
as the kingdom of God. No matter what doubters and
scoffers say, the mission of the Church of Jesus
Christ is to eliminate sin and wickedness from the
hearts of men, and so to transform society that peace
and good will will prevail on this earth. (Gospel
Ideals, p.103)

• The mission of the Church is to minimize and if
possible eliminate evil from the world. The need of
such a unifying force is expressed by a leading
writer (Samuel Z. Batten) as follows:

"The world has many good people in it today,
more who are ready to believe than ever before, but
these people possess no unifying ideals, no organic
principles, no coherent view of life, no synthetic
program of action. Society is coming to
self-consciousness, and is beginning to take note of
its troubles and needs, but it has no clear sense of
direction, no organizing impulse, no all-inclusive
ideals, no mighty impulsion. . . . Is there anything by
which our nature can gain its unity; our race
acknowledge its brotherhood, our humanity order its
affairs as a whole?"

We answer, yes -- such a uniting force, such an
ideal is the gospel of Jesus Christ as restored through
the Prophet Joseph Smith. It explains man's life and
its purpose, and has within it the vital saving
elements, noble ideals, and spiritual uplift for which
the heart of man today is yearning.  (Gospel Ideals,
p.329)

To Help Heal the Sinner

James E. Talmage
Now the Lord has provided a means of treatment for

those who are spiritually afflicted, even as means are
provided for those who are physically ill, and by
compliance with his laws of spiritual health we may,
perchance, he healed, however ill we may have become.
But we should not lose sight of the fact that the Lord has
no compromise with sin.  He has provided that if any
man in this Church shall offend, he shall he dealt with as
a man who is afflicted with smallpox must be dealt with,
with the hope of saving him.  The purpose of the Church
is to heal, not to spread disease; to build up, not to tear
down; to save, not to destroy, but that does not mean that
we are to look upon sin in our midst in any namby-
pamby way and pass it by.  (Conference Report, October
1920, p.  62)

To Call People to Repentance

Spencer W. Kimball
The mission of The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints is to call people everywhere to
repentance. Those who heed the call, whether members
or nonmembers of the Church, can be partakers of the
miracle of forgiveness. God will wipe away from their
eyes the tears of anguish, and remorse, and
consternation, and fear, and guilt. Dry eyes will replace
the wet ones, and smiles of satisfaction will replace the
worried, anxious look. (The Miracle of Forgiveness,
p.367-368)

To Perpetuate Liberty

John Taylor
Besides the preaching of the gospel, we have another

mission, namely, the perpetuation of the free agency of
man and the maintenance of liberty, freedom, and the
rights of man. There are certain principles that belong to
humanity outside of the Constitution, outside of the laws
outside of all the enactments and plans of man, among
which is the right to live. God gave us the right and no
man: No government gave it to us, and no government
has a right to take it away from us.

We have a right to liberty -- that was a right that God
gave to all men; and if there has been oppression, fraud,
or tyranny in the earth, it has been the result of the
wickedness and corruptions of men and has always been
opposed to God and the principles of truth righteousness,
virtue, and all principles that are calculated to elevate
mankind.

The Declaration of Independence states that men are
in Possession of certain inalienable rights, among which



are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. They
belong to us; they belong to all humanity. I wish, and the
worst wish I have for the United States, is, that they
could have liberality enough to give to all men equal
rights, and, while they profess to have delivered the
black slaves, that they strike off the fetters of the white
men of the South who have been ground under the heel
of sectional injustice, and let them feel that we are all
brothers in one great nation, and deliver all people from
tyranny and oppression of every kind, and proclaim, as
they did at the first, liberty throughout the land and to all
people. That is the worst wish I have for them, And when

I see them take another course I feel sorry for it. . . .
I preach the gospel to the world. What is it? Force,

tyranny, and oppression? No; it is all free grace, and it is
all free will. Is anybody coerced? Did anybody coerce
you, Latter-day Saints? Are any of you forced to
continue Latter-day Saints if you do not want to? If you
think you are, you are all absolved today. We know of no
such Principle as coercion; it is a matter of choice. The
Principle that I spoke of before -- that is, men receive the
Holy Ghost within themselves -- the cementing, binding,
uniting power that exists among the Latter-day Saints.
(The Gospel Kingdom, pp.222-223)


