
Important Doctrinal Discourses of the 
Prophet Joseph Smith During the Nauvoo Period

*HISTORICAL NOTE
In the latter part of April, Joseph Smith and those who were incarcerated with him escaped from the prison in which they were

held for more than six months in Missouri.  On April 30, 1839, the Prophet purchased the land including and surrounding the small
settlements of Commerce and Commerce City, Ill.  Within a few weeks, the saints began to arrive in the newly purchased area and
began to make a community of saints.  The Prophet renamed the area Nauvoo.  During the years the saints lived in Nauvoo, the
Prophet completed the restoration of all things necessary for the salvation of mankind.  His discourses during this period reflect the
doctrines taught by the Prophet.  The following as some of the most important discourses he gave.  In most cases, we do not have
the entire discourse but only a synopsis of what the Prophet taught.

The Prophet’s Instruction on Various Doctrines
June 27, 1839

History of the Church, 3:379-381

FAITH comes by hearing the word of God, through the
testimony of the servants of God; that testimony is always
attended by the Spirit of prophecy and revelation.

REPENTANCE is a thing that cannot be trifled with every
day. Daily transgression and daily repentance is not that which
is pleasing in the sight of God.

BAPTISM is a holy ordinance preparatory to the reception
of the Holy Ghost; it is the channel and key by which the Holy
Ghost will be administered.

THE GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST by the laying on of
hands, cannot be received through the medium of any other
principle than the principle of righteousness, for if the proposals
are not complied with, it is of no use, but withdraws.

TONGUES were given for the purpose of preaching among
those whose language is not understood; as on the day of
Pentecost, etc., and it is not necessary for tongues to be taught to
the Church particularly, for any man that has the Holy Ghost,
can speak of the things of God in his own tongue as well as to
speak in another; for faith comes not by signs, but by hearing the
word of God.

THE DOCTRINE OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE
DEAD AND THE ETERNAL JUDGMENT are necessary to
preach among the first principles of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION. St. Paul exhorts us to
make our calling and election sure. This is the sealing power
spoken of by Paul in other places.

“13. In whom ye also trusted, that after ye heard the word
of truth, the

Gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye
believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise,

“14. Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the
redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of His
glory, that we may be sealed up unto the day of
redemption.”--Ephesians, 1st chapter.

This principle ought (in its proper place) to be taught, for
God hath not revealed anything to Joseph, but what He will make
known unto the Twelve, and even the least Saint may know all
things as fast as he is able to bear them, for the day must come
when no man need say to his neighbor, Know ye the Lord; for all

shall know Him (who remain) from the least to the greatest. How
is this to be done? It is to be done by this sealing power, and the
other Comforter spoken of, which will be manifest by revelation.

There are two Comforters spoken of. One is the Holy Ghost,
the same as given on the day of Pentecost, and that all Saints
receive after faith, repentance, and baptism. This first Comforter
or Holy Ghost has no other effect than pure intelligence. It is
more powerful in expanding the mind, enlightening the
understanding, and storing the intellect with present knowledge,
of a man who is of the literal seed of Abraham, than one that is
a Gentile, though it may not have half as much visible effect
upon the body; for as the Holy Ghost falls upon one of the literal
seed of Abraham, it is calm and serene; and his whole soul and
body are only exercised by the pure spirit of intelligence; while
the effect of the Holy Ghost upon a Gentile, is to purge out the
old blood, and make him actually of the seed of Abraham. That
man that has none of the blood of Abraham (naturally) must
have a new creation by the Holy Ghost. In such a case, there may
be more of a powerful effect upon the body, and visible to the
eye, than upon as Israelite, while the Israelite at first might be far
before the Gentile in pure intelligence.

The other Comforter spoken of is a subject of great interest,
and perhaps understood by few of this generation. After a person
has faith in Christ, repents of his sins, and is baptized for the
remission of his sins and receives the Holy Ghost, (by the laying
on of hands),which is the first Comforter, then let him continue
to humble himself before God, hungering and thirsting after
righteousness, and living by every word of God, and the Lord
will soon say unto him, Son, thou shalt be exalted. When the
Lord has thoroughly proved him, and finds that the man is
determined to serve Him at all hazards, then the man will find
his calling and his election made sure, then it will be his
privilege to receive the other Comforter, which the Lord hath
promised the Saints, as is recorded in the testimony of St. John,
in the 14th chapter, from the 12th to the 27th verses.

Note the 16, 17, 18, 21, 23 verses:
“16. And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you

another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever;
“17. Even the Spirit of Truth; whom the world cannot



receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him; but ye
know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
History of the Church, Vol.3, Ch.25, p.381
“18. I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. * * *

“21. He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he
it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me should be loved of my
Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.

“23. If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my
Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our
abode with him.”

Now what is this other Comforter? It is no more nor less
that the Lord Jesus Christ Himself; and this is the sum and
substance of the whole matter; that when any man obtains this
last Comforter,  he will have the personage of Jesus Christ to
attend him, or appear unto him from time to time, and even He
will manifest the Father unto him, and they will take up their
abode with him, and the visions of the heavens will be opened
unto him, and the Lord will teach him face to face, and he may
have a perfect knowledge of the mysteries of the Kingdom of
God; and this is the state and place the ancient Saints arrived at

when they had such glorious visions--Isaiah, Ezekiel, John upon
the Isle of Patmos, St. Paul in the three heavens, and all the
Saints who held communion with the general assembly and
Church of the First Born.

THE SPIRIT OF REVELATION is in connection with these
blessings. A person may profit by noticing the first intimation of
the spirit of revelation; for instance, when you feel pure
intelligence flowing into you, it may give you sudden strokes of
ideas, so that by noticing it, you may find it fulfilled the same
day or soon; (i. e.) those things that were presented unto your
minds by the Spirit of God, will come to pass; and thus by
learning the Spirit of God and understanding it, you may grow
into the principle of revelation, until you become perfect in
Christ Jesus.

AN EVENGELIST is a Patriarch, even the oldest man of
the blood of Joseph or of the seed of Abraham. Wherever the
Church of Christ is established in the earth, there should be a
Patriarch for the benefit of the posterity of the Saints, as it was
with Jacob in giving his patriarchal blessing unto his sons, etc.

The Prophet on Priesthood
July 2, 1839

History of the Church, 3:385-392

The Prophet’s history reads: About this time, in reply to many inquiries, I also gave an explanation of the Priesthood, and many
principles connected therewith, of which the following is a brief synopsis:

The Prophet on Priesthood. The Priesthood was first given
to Adam; he obtained the First Presidency, and held the keys of
it from generation to generation. He obtained it in the Creation,
before the world was formed, as in Gen. i: 26, 27, 28. He had
dominion given him over every living creature. He is Michael the
Archangel, spoken of in the Scriptures. Then to Noah, who is
Gabriel; he stands next in authority to Adam in the Priesthood;
he was called of God to this office, and was the father of all
living in his day, and to him was given the dominion. These men
held keys first on earth, and then in heaven.

The Priesthood is an everlasting principle, and existed with
God from eternity, and will to eternity, without beginning of days
or end of years. The keys have to be brought from heaven
whenever the Gospel is sent. When they are revealed from
heaven, it is by Adam’s authority.

Daniel in his seventh chapter speaks of the Ancient of Days;
he means the oldest man, our Father Adam Michael he will call
his children together and hold a council with them to prepare
them for the coming of the Son of Man. He (Adam) is the father
of the human family, and presides over the spirits of all men, and
all that have had the keys must stand before him in this grand
council.  This may take place before some of us leave this stage
of action.  The Son of Man stands before him, and there is given
him glory and dominion. Adam delivers up his stewardship to
Christ, that which was delivered to him as holding the keys of
the universe, but retains his standing as head of the human
family.

The spirit of man is not a created being; it existed from
eternity, and will exist to eternity. Anything created cannot be
eternal; and earth, water, etc., had their existence in an

elementary state, from eternity.  Our Savior speaks of children
and says, Their angels always stand before my Father. The
Father called all spirits before Him at the creation of man, and
organized them. He (Adam) is the head, and was told to
multiply. The keys were first given to him, and by him to others.
He will have to give an account of his stewardship, and they to
him.

The Priesthood is everlasting. The Savior, Moses, and Elias,
gave the keys to Peter, James, and John, on the mount when they
were transfigured before him.   The Priesthood is
everlasting--without beginning of days or end of years; without
father, mother, etc. If there is no change of ordinances, there is
no change of Priesthood. Wherever the ordinances of the Gospel
are administered, there is the Priesthood.

How have we come at the Priesthood in the last days? It
came down, down, in regular succession. Peter, James, and John
had it given to them and they gave it to others. Christ is the

Great High Priest; Adam next. Paul speaks of the Church
coming to an innumerable company of angels-- to God the Judge
of all--the spirits of just men made perfect; to Jesus the Mediator
of the new covenant.-- Heb. xii: 23.

I saw Adam in the valley of Adam-ondi-Ahman. He called
together his children and blessed them with a patriarchal
blessing. The Lord appeared in their midst, and he (Adam)
blessed them all, and foretold what should befall them to the
latest generation.

This is why Adam blessed his posterity; he wanted to bring
them into the presence of God. They looked for a city, etc.,
[“whose builder and maker is God.” --Heb. xi: 10]. Moses sought
to bring the children of Israel into the presence of God, through



the power of tho Priesthood, but he could not. In the first ages of
the world they tried to establish the same thing; and there were
Eliases raised up who tried to restore these very glories, but did
not obtain them; but they prophesied of a day when this glory
would be revealed. Paul spoke of the dispensation of the fullness
of times, when God would gather together all things in one, etc.;
and those men to whom these keys have been given, will have to
be there; and they without us cannot be made perfect.

These men are in heaven, but their children are on the
earth. Their bowels yearn over us. God sends down men for this
reason. “And the Son of Man shall send forth His angels, and
they shall gather out of His kingdom all things that give offense
and them that do iniquity.”--(Matt. xiii: 41). All these
authoritative characters will come down and join hand in hand
in bringing about this work.

The Kingdom of Heaven is like a grain of mustard seed. The
mustard seed is small, but bring forth a large tree, and the fowls
lodge in the branches. The fowls are the angels. Thus angels
come down, combine together to gather their children, and
gather them. We cannot be made perfect without them, nor they
without us; when these things are done, the Son of Man will
descend, the Ancient of Days sit; we may come to an
innumerable company of angels, have communion with and
receive instructions from them. Paul told about Moses’
proceedings; spoke of the children of Israel being baptized.--(I
Cor. x: 1-4). He knew this, and that all the ordinances and
blessings were in the Church. Paul had these things, and we may
have the fowls of heaven lodge in the branches, etc.

The “Horn” made war with the Saints and overcame them,
until the Ancient of Days came; judgment was given to the
Saints of the Most High from the Ancient of Days; the time came
that the Saints possessed the Kingdom. This not only makes us
ministers here, but in eternity.

Salvation cannot come without revelation; it is in vain for
anyone to minister without it. No man is a minister of Jesus
Christ without being a Prophet. No man can be a minister of
Jesus Christ except he has the testimony of Jesus; and this is the
spirit of prophecy. Whenever salvation has been administered, it
has been by testimony. Men of the present time testify of heaven
and hell, and have never seen either; and I will say that no man
knows these things without this.

Men profess to prophesy. I will prophesy that the signs of
the coming of the Son of Man are already commenced. One
pestilence will desolate after another. We shall soon have war
and bloodshed. The moon will be turned into blood. I testify of
these things, and that the coming of the Son of Man is nigh, even
at your doors. If our souls and our bodies are not looking forth
for the coming of the Son of Man; and after we are dead, if we
are not looking forth, we shall be among those who are calling
for the rocks to fall upon them.

The hearts of the children of men will have to be turned to
the fathers, and the fathers to the children living or dead to
prepare them for the coming of the Son of Man. If Elijah did not
come, the whole earth would be smitten.

There will be here and there a Stake [of Zion] for the
gathering of the Saints. Some may have cried peace, but the
Saints and the world will have little peace from henceforth. Let
this not hinder us from going to the Stakes; for God has told us

to flee, not dallying, or we shall be scattered, one here, and
another there. There your children shall be blessed, and you in
the midst of friends where you may be blessed. The Gospel net
gathers of every kind.

I prophesy, that that man who tarries after he has an
opportunity of going, will be afflicted by the devil. Wars are at
hand; we must not delay; but are not required to sacrifice. We
ought to have the building up of Zion as our greatest object.
When wars come, we shall have to flee to Zion. The cry is to
make haste. The last revelation says, Ye shall not have time to
have gone over the earth, until these things come. It will come as
did the cholera, war, fires, and earthquakes; one pestilence after
another, until the Ancient of Days comes, then judgment will be
given to the Saints.

Whatever you may hear about me or Kirtland, take no notice
of it, for if it be a place of refuge, the devil will use his greatest
efforts to trap the Saints. You must make yourselves acquainted
with those men who like Daniel pray three times a day toward
the House of the Lord. Look to the Presidency and receive
instruction. Every man who is afraid, covetous, will be taken in
a snare. The time is soon coming, when no man will have any
peace but in Zion and her stakes.

I saw men hunting the lives of their own sons, and brother
murdering brother, women killing their own daughters, and
daughters seeking the lives of their mothers. I saw armies
arrayed against armies. I saw blood, desolation, fires. The Son of
Man has said that the mother shall be against the daughter, and
the daughter against the mother. These things are at our doors.
They will follow the Saints of God from city to city. Satan will
rage, and the spirit of the devil is now enraged. I know not how
soon these things will take place; but with a view of them, shall
I cry peace? No! I will lift up my voice and testify of them. How
long you will have good crops, and the famine be kept off, I do
not know; when the fig tree leaves, know then that the summer
is nigh at hand.

We may look for angels and receive their ministrations, but
we are to try the spirits and prove them, for it is often the case
that men make a mistake in regard to these things. God has so
ordained that when He has communicated, no vision is to be
taken but what you see by the seeing of the eye, or what you hear
by the hearing of the ear. When you see a vision, pray for the
interpretation; if you get not this, shut it up; there must be
certainty in this matter. An open vision will manifest that which
is more important. Lying spirits are going forth in the earth.
There will be great manifestations of spirits, both false and true.

Being born again, comes by the spirit of God through
ordinances. An angel of God never has wings.  Some will say
that they have seen a spirit; that he offered them his hand, but
they did not touch it. This is a lie. First, it is contrary to the plan
of God: a spirit cannot come but in glory; an angel has flesh and
bones; we see not their glory. The devil may appear as an angel
of light. Ask God to reveal it; if it be of the devil, he will flee
from you: if of God, He will manifest Himself, or make it
manifest. We may come to Jesus and ask Him; He will know all
about it;if He comes to a little child, He will adapt himself to the
language and capacity of a little child.

Every spirit, or vision, or singing, is not of God. The devil
is an orator; he is powerful; he took our Savior on to a pinnacle



of the Temple, and kept Him in the wilderness for forty days.
The gift of discerning spirits will be given to the Presiding Elder.
Pray for him that he may have this gift. Speak not in the gift of
tongues without understanding it, or without interpretation. The
devil can speak in tongues; the adversary will come with his
work; he can tempt all classes; can speak in English or Dutch. 

Let no one speak in tongues unless he interpret, except by the
consent of the one who is placed to preside; then he may discern
or interpret, or another may. Let us seek for the glory of
Abraham, Noah, Adam, the Apostles, who have communion
with [knowledge of] these things, and then we shall be among
that number when Christ comes.

Priesthood
October 5, 1840

History of the Church, 4:207-212

The following discourse is the only discourse that the Prophet Joseph Smith had prepared in advance.  It was read to the
congregation at General Conference by the Prophets clerk, Robert B. Thompson.

In order to investigated the subject of the Priesthood, so
important to this, as well as every succeeding generation, I shall
proceed to trace the subject as far as I possibly can from the Old
and New Testaments.

There are two Priesthoods spoken of in the Scriptures, viz.,
the Melchisedek and the Aaronic or Levitical. Although there are
two Priesthoods, yet the Melchisedek Priesthood comprehends
the Aaronic or Levitical Priesthood, and is the grand head, and
holds the highest authority which pertains to the Priesthood, and
the keys of the Kingdom of God in all ages of the world to the
latest posterity on the earth, and is the channel through which all
knowledge, doctrine, the plan of salvation, and every important
matter is revealed from heaven.

Its institution was prior to “the foundation of this earth, or
the morning stars sang together, or the Sons of God shouted for
joy,” and is the highest and holiest Priesthood, and is after the
order of the Son of God, and all other Priesthoods are only parts,
ramifications, powers and blessings belonging to the same, and
are held, controlled, and directed by it. It is the channel through
which the Almighty commenced revealing His glory at the
beginning of the creation of this earth, and through which He has
continued to reveal Himself to the children of men to the present
time, and through which He will make known His purposes to
the end of time.

Commencing with Adam, who was the first man, who is
spoken of in Daniel as being the “Ancient of Days,” or in other
words, the first and oldest of ail, the great, grand progenitor of
whom it is said in another place he is Michael, because he was
the first and father of all, not only by progeny, but the first to
hold the spiritual blessings, to whom was made known the plan
of ordinances for the salvation of his posterity unto the end, and
to whom Christ was first revealed, and through whom Christ has
been revealed from heaven, and will continue to be revealed from
henceforth. Adam holds the keys of the dispensation of the
fullness of times; i.e., the dispensation of all the times have been
and will be revealed through him from the beginning to Christ,
and from Christ to the end of all the dispensations that are to be
revealed.” Having made known unto us the mystery of His will,
according to His good pleasure which He hath purposed in
Himself: that in the dispensation of the fullness of times He
might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are
in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him.”(Ephesians, 1st
chap., 9th and 10 verses).

Now the purpose in Himself in the winding up scene of the
last dispensation is that all things pertaining to that dispensation
should be conducted precisely in accordance with the preceding
dispensations.

And again, God purposed in Himself that there should not
be an eternal fullness until every dispensation should be fulfilled
and gathered together in one, and that all things whatsoever, that
should be gathered together in one in those dispensations unto
the same fullness and eternal glory, should be in Christ Jesus;
therefore He set the ordinances to be the same forever and ever,
and set Adam to watch over them, to reveal them from heaven to
man, or to send angels to reveal them. “Are they not all
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be
heirs of salvation?”(Hebrews, i, 14).

These angels are under the direction of Michael or Adam,
who acts under the direction of the Lord. From the above
quotation we learn that Paul perfectly understood the purposes of
God in relation to His connection with man, and that glorious
and perfect order which He established in Himself, whereby he
sent forth power, revelations, and glory.

God will not acknowledge that which He has not called,
ordained, and chosen. In the beginning God called Adam by His
own voice.  “And the Lord called unto Adam and said unto him,
Where art thou? And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden,
and I was afraid because I was naked, and hid myself.”(See
Genesis 3rd chap., 9, 10.)  Adam received commandments and
instructions from God: this was the order from the beginning.

That he received revelations, commandments and
ordinances at the beginning is beyond the power of controversy;
else how did they begin to offer sacrifices to God in an acceptable
manner? And if they offered sacrifices they must be authorized
by ordination. We read in (Genesis, (4th chap., 4th), that Abel
brought of the firstlings of the flock and the fat thereof, and the
Lord had respect to Abel and to his offering. And, again, “By
faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain,
by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God
testifying of his gifts; and by it he being dead, yet speaketh.”
(Hebrews xi; 4). How doth he yet speak? Why he magnified the
Priesthood which was conferred upon him, and died a righteous
man, and therefore has become an angel of God by receiving his
body from the dead, holding still the keys of his dispensation;
and was sent down from heaven unto

Paul to minister consoling words, and to commit unto him



a knowledge of the mysteries of godliness.
And if this was not the case, I would ask, how did Paul know

so much about Abel, and why should he talk about his speaking
after he was dead?  Hence, that he spoke after he was dead must
be by being sent down out of heaven to administer.

This, then, is the nature of the Priesthood; every man
holding the Presidency of his dispensation, and one man holding
the Presidency of them all, even Adam: and Adam receiving his
Presidency and authority from the Lord, but cannot receive a
fullness until Christ shall present the Kingdom to the Father,
which shall be at the end of the last dispensation.

The power, glory and blessings of the Priesthood could not
continue with those who received ordination only as their
righteousness continued; for Cain also being authorized to offer
sacrifice, but not offering it in righteousness, was cursed. It
signifies, then, that the ordinances must be kept in the very way
God has appointed; otherwise their Priesthood will prove a
cursing instead of a blessing.

If Cain had fulfilled the law of righteousness as did Enoch,
he could have walked with God all the days of his life, and never
failed of a blessing.”And Enoch walked with God after he begat
Methuselah 300 years, and begat sons and daughters, and all the
days of Enoch were 365 years; and Enoch walked with God, and
he was not, for God took him.” (Gen. 5th chap., 22nd ver.) Now
this Enoch God reserved unto Himself, that he should not die at
that time, and appointed unto him a ministry unto terrestrial
bodies, of whom there has been but little revealed. He is reserved
also unto the Presidency of a dispensation, and more shall he
said of him and terrestrial bodies in another treatise. He is a
ministering angel, to minister to those who shall be heirs of
salvation and appeared unto Jude as Abel did unto Paul;
therefore Jude spoke of him (14, 15 verses).  And Enoch, the
seventh from Adam, revealed these sayings: “Behold, the Lord
cometh with ten thousand of His Saints.”

Paul was also acquainted with this character, and received
instructions from him.”By faith Enoch was translated, that he
should not see death, and was not found, because God had
translated him; for before his translation he had this testimony,
that he pleased God; but without faith, it is impossible to please
Him, for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that
he is a revealer to those who diligently seek him.” (Heb. 11,  5).

Now the doctrine of translation is a power which belongs to
this Priesthood. There are many things which belong to the
powers of the Priesthood and the keys thereof, that have been
kept hid from before the foundation of the world; they are hid
from the wise and prudent to be revealed in the last times.

Many have supposed that the doctrine of translation was a
doctrine whereby men were taken immediately into the presence
of God, and into an eternal fullness, but this is a mistaken idea.
Their place of habitation is that of the terrestrial order, and a
place prepared for such characters He held in reserve to be
ministering angels unto many planets, and who as yet have not
entered into so great a fullness as those who are resurrected from
the dead. “Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that
they might obtain a better resurrection.” (See Heb. 11th chap.,
part of the 35th verse.)

Now it was evident that there was a better resurrection, or
else God would not have revealed it unto Paul. Wherein then,can

it be said a better resurrection. This distinction is made between
the doctrine of the actual resurrection and translation: translation
obtains deliverance from the tortures and sufferings of the body,
but their existence will prolong as to the labors and toils of the
ministry, before they can enter into so great a rest and glory.

On the other hand, those who were tortured, not accepting
deliverance, received an immediate rest from their labors.”  And
I heard a voice from heaven, saying, Blessed are the dead who
die in the Lord, for from henceforth they do rest from their labors
and their works do follow them.” (See Revelation, 14th chap.,
13th verse).

They rest from their labors for a long time, and yet their
work is held in reserve for them, that they are permitted to do the
same work, after they receive a resurrection for their bodies. But
we shall leave this subject and the subject of the terrestrial bodies
for another time, in order to treat upon them more fully.

The next great, grand Patriarch [after Enoch] who held the
keys of the Priesthood was Lamech.”And Lamech lived one
hundred and eighty-two years and begat a son, and he called his
name Noah, saying, this same shall comfort us concerning our
work and the toil of our hands because of the ground which the
Lord has cursed.” (See Gen. 5th chap., 28th and 29th verses.)The
Priesthood continued from Lamech to Noah. “And God said unto
Noah, The end of all flesh is before me, for the earth is filled
with violence through them, and behold I will destroy them with
the earth.”(Gen. 6: 13.)

Thus we behold the keys of this Priesthood consisted in
obtaining the voice of Jehovah that He talked with
him--Noah--in a familiar and friendly manner, that He continued
to him the keys, the covenants, the power and the glory, with
which he blessed Adam at the beginning; and the offering of
sacrifice, which also shall be continued at the last time; for all
the ordinances and duties that ever have been required by the
Priesthood, under the directions and commandments of the
Almighty in any of the dispensations, shall all be had in the last
dispensation, therefore all things had under the authority of the
Priesthood at any former period, shall be had again, bringing to
pass the restoration spoken of by the mouth of all the Holy
Prophets; then shall the sons of Levi offer an acceptable offering
to the Lord.”And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver:
and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and
silver, that they may offer unto the Lord. (See Malachi 3: 3).

It will be necessary here to make a few observations on the
doctrine set forth in the above quotation, and it is generally
supposed that sacrifice was entirely done away when the Great
Sacrifice [i.e., the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus] was offered up, and
that there will be no necessity for the ordinance of sacrifice in
future; but those who assert this are certainly not acquainted with
the duties, privileges and authority of the priesthood, or with the
Prophets.

The offering of sacrifice has ever been connected and forms
a part of the duties of the Priesthood. It began with the
Priesthood, and will be continued until after the coming of
Christ, from generation to generation. We frequently have
mention made of the offering of sacrifice by the servants of the
Most High in ancient days, prior to the law of Moses; which
ordinances will be continued when the Priesthood is restored
with all its authority, power and blessings.



Elijah was the last Prophet that held the keys of the
Priesthood, and who will, before the last dispensation, restore the
authority and deliver the keys of the Priesthood, in order that all
the ordinances may be attended to in righteousness. It is true that
the Savior had authority and power to bestow this blessing; but
the sons of Levi were too prejudiced. “ And I will send Elijah the
Prophet before the great and terrible day of the Lord,” etc., etc.
Why send Elijah? Because he holds the keys of the authority to
administer in all the ordinances of the Priesthood; and without
the authority is given, the ordinances could not be administered
in righteousness.

It is a very prevalent opinion that the sacrifices which were
offered were entirely consumed. This was not the case; if you
read Leviticus, second chap., second and third verses, you will
observe that the priests took a part as a memorial and offered it
up before the Lord, while the remainder was kept for the
maintenance of the priests; so that the offerings and sacrifices are
not all consumed upon the altar--but the blood is sprinkled, and

the fat and certain other portions are consumed.
These sacrifices, as well as every ordinance belonging to the

Priesthood, will, when the Temple of the Lord shall be built, and
the sons of Levi be purified, be fully restored and attended to in
all their powers, ramifications, and blessings. This ever did and
ever will exist when the powers of the Melchisedek Priesthood
are sufficiently manifest; else how can the restitution of all things
spoken of by the holy Prophets be brought to pass?  It is not to be
understood that the law of Moses will be established again with
all its rites and variety of ceremonies; this has never been spoken
of by the Prophets; but those things which existed prior to
Moses’ day, namely, sacrifice, will be continued.

It may be asked by some, what necessity for sacrifice, since
the Great Sacrifice was offered?  In answer to which, if
repentance, baptism, and faith existed prior to the days of Christ,
what necessity for them since that time?  The Priesthood has
descended in a regular line from father to son, through their
succeeding generations.(See Book of Doctrine and Covenants).

*HISTORICAL NOTE
On January 19, 1841, Joseph Smith received a revelation (D&C 124) commanding the building of a temple in Nauvoo.  The

following are the relevant verses from the revelation:

   25 And again, verily I say unto you, let all my saints come from afar.
   26 And send ye swift messengers, yea, chosen messengers, and say unto them: Come ye, with all your gold, and your silver, and
your precious stones, and with all your antiquities; and with all who have knowledge of antiquities, that will come, may come, and
bring the box-tree, and the fir-tree, and the pine-tree, together with all the precious trees of the earth;
   27 And with iron, with copper, and with brass, and with zinc, and with all your precious things of the earth; and build a house to
my name, for the Most High to dwell therein.
  28 For there is not a place found on earth that he may come to and restore again that which was lost unto you, or which he hath
taken away, even the fulness of the priesthood.
  29 For a baptismal font there is not upon the earth, that they, my saints, may be baptized for those who are dead--
   30 For this ordinance belongeth to my house, and cannot be acceptable to me, only in the days of your poverty, wherein ye are
not able to build a house unto me.
   31 But I command you, all ye my saints, to build a house unto me; and I grant unto you a sufficient time to build a house unto me;
and during this time your baptisms shall be acceptable unto me. . . .
   37 And again, verily I say unto you, how shall your washings be acceptable unto me, except ye perform them in a house which you
have built to my name?
  38 For, for this cause I commanded Moses that he should build a tabernacle, that they should bear it with them in the wilderness,
and to build a house in the land of promise, that those ordinances might be revealed which had been hid from before the world was.
  39 Therefore, verily I say unto you, that your anointings, and your washings, and your baptisms for the dead, and your solemn
assemblies, and your memorials for your sacrifices by the sons of Levi, and for your oracles in your most holy places wherein you
receive conversations, and your statutes and judgments, for the beginning of the revelations and foundation of Zion, and for the
glory, honor, and endowment of all her municipals, are ordained by the ordinance of my holy house, which my people are always
commanded to build unto my holy name.
  40 And verily I say unto you, let this house be built unto my name, that I may reveal mine ordinances therein unto my people;
   41 For I deign to reveal unto my church things which have been kept hid from before the foundation of the world, things that
pertain to the dispensation of the fulness of times.
  42 And I will show unto my servant Joseph all things pertaining to this house, and the priesthood thereof, and the place whereon
it shall be built.

*HISTORICAL NOTE

Inauguration Of Endowment Ceremonies
May 4, 1842

On this date, the Prophet introduced the temple endowment to a select group of men in the upper room of the Red Brick Store
owned by the prophet.  The temple was not complete and the prophet sensed it would not be complete before he would die.  Therefore,
he began to introduce the temple ordinances privately to trusted members of the church.   In his history, the Prophet stated:

“Wednesday, 4.--I spent the day in the upper part of the store, that is in my private office (so called because in that room I keep



my sacred writings, translate ancient records, and receive revelations) and in my general business office, or lodge room (that is
where the Masonic fraternity meet occasionally, for want of a better place) in council with General James Adams, of Springfield,
Patriarch Hyrum Smith, Bishops Newel K. Whitney and George Miller, and President Brigham Young and Elders Heber C. Kimball
and Willard Richards, instructing them in the principles and order of the Priesthood, attending to washings, anointings, endowments
and the communication of keys pertaining to the Aaronic Priesthood, and so on to the highest order of the Melchisedek Priesthood,
setting forth the order pertaining to the Ancient of Days, and all those plans and principles by which any one is enabled to secure
the fullness of those blessings which have been prepared for the Church of the First Born, and come up and abide in the presence
of the Eloheim in the eternal worlds. In this council was instituted the ancient order of things for the first time in these last days. And
the communications I made to this council were of things spiritual, and to be received only by the I spiritual minded: and there was
nothing made known to these men but what will be made known to all the Saints of the last days, so soon as they are prepared to
receive, and a proper place is prepared to communicate them, even to the weakest of the Saints; therefore let the Saints be diligent
in building the Temple, and all houses which they have been, or shall hereafter be, commanded of God to build; and wait their time
with patience in all meekness, faith, perseverance unto the end, knowing assuredly that all these things referred to in this council
are always governed by the principle of revelation.”(History of the Church, 5:1-2)

*HISTORICAL NOTE
Shortly after the introduction of the temple ordinances in the upper room of the red brick store, the immoral behavior of John

C. Bennett was exposed and he was excommunicated.  John C. Bennett began to spread false rumors about Joseph Smith and the
Church.  During the next year, the Prophet spent some time trying to clear up rumors, consequently, the introduction of the next
phase of the temple endowment, eternal marriage, was slow in its introduction.  However, by May of 1843, the Prophet had
introduced the concept of eternal marriage to the Church.

Salvation Through Knowledge
May 14, 1843

History of the Church, 5:387

It is not wisdom that we should have all knowledge at once
presented before us; but that we should have a little at a time;
then we can comprehend it. President Smith then read the 2nd
Epistle of Peter, 1st chapter, 16th to last verses, and dwelt upon
the 19th verse with some remarks.

Add to your faith knowledge, &c. The principle of
knowledge is the principle of salvation. This principle can be
comprehended by the faithful and diligent; and every one that
does not obtain knowledge sufficient to be saved will be
condemned. The principle of salvation is given us through the
knowledge of Jesus Christ.

Salvation is nothing more nor less than to triumph over all
our enemies and put them under our feet. And when we have
power to put all enemies under our feet in this world, and a
knowledge to triumph over all evil spirits in the world to come,
then we are saved, as in the case of Jesus, who was to reign until
He had put all enemies under His feet, and the last enemy was
death.

Perhaps there are principles here that few men have thought
of. No person can have this salvation except through a
tabernacle.

Now, in this world, mankind are naturally selfish, ambitious
and striving to excel one above another; yet some are willing to
build up others as well as themselves. So in the other world there
are a variety of spirits. Some seek to excel. And this was the case
with Lucifer when he fell. He sought for things which were
unlawful. Hence he was sent down, and it is said he drew many
away with him; and the greatness of his punishment is that he
shall not have a tabernacle. This is his punishment. So the devil,
thinking to thwart the decree of God, by going up and down in
the earth, seeking whom he may destroy --any person that he can
find that will yield to him, he will bind him, and take possession

of the body and reign there, glorying in it mightily, not caring
that he had got merely a stolen body; and by-and-by some one
having authority will come along and cast him out and restore
the tabernacle to its rightful owner. The devil steals a tabernacle
because he has not one of his own: but if he steals one, he is
always liable to be turned out of doors.

Now, there is some grand secret here, and keys to unlock the
subject. Notwithstanding the apostle exhorts them to add to their
faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, &c., yet he exhorts them to
make their calling and election sure. And though they had heard
an audible voice from heaven bearing testimony that Jesus was
the Son of God, yet he says we have a more sure word of
prophecy, whereunto ye do well that ye take heed as unto a light
shining in a dark place. Now, wherein could they have a more
sure word of prophecy than to hear the voice of God saying, This
is my beloved Son, &c.

Now for the secret and grand key, Though they might hear
the voice of God and know that Jesus was the Son of God, this
would be no evidence that their election and calling was made
sure, that they had part with Christ, and were joint heirs with
Him. They then would want that more sure word of prophecy,
that they were sealed in the heavens and had the promise of
eternal life in the kingdom of God. Then, having this promise
sealed unto them, it was an anchor to the soul, sure and steadfast.
Though the thunders might roll and lightnings flash, and
earthquakes bellow, and war gather thick around, yet this hope
and knowledge would support the soul in every hour of trial,
trouble and tribulation. Then knowledge through our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ is the grand key that unlocks the glories and
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.

Compare this principle once with Christendom at the
present day, and where are they, with all their boasted religion,



piety and sacredness while at the same time they are crying out
against prophets, apostles, angels, revelations, prophesying and
visions, &c. Why, they are just ripening for the damnation of
hell. They will be damned, for they reject the most glorious
principle of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and treat with disdain and
trample under foot the key that unlocks the heavens and puts in

our possession the glories of the celestial world. Yes, I say, such
will be damned, with all their professed godliness. Then I would
exhort you to go on and continue to call upon God until you
make your calling and election sure for yourselves, by obtaining
this more sure word of prophecy, and wait patiently for the
promise until you obtain it, &c.

Remarks of the Prophet at Ramus--
Lives that are Hid with God in Christ--

Importance of the Eternity of the Marriage Covenant
May 16, 1843

History of the Church, 5:391-392; cf. D&C 131

Your life is hid with Christ in God, and so are many others.
Nothing but the unpardonable sin can prevent you from
inheriting eternal life for you are sealed up by the power of the
Priesthood unto eternal life, having taken the step necessary for
that purpose

Except a man and his wife enter into an everlasting covenant
and be married for eternity, while in this probation, by the power
and authority of the Holy Priesthood, they will cease to increase
when they die; that is, they will not have any children after the
resurrection. But those who are married by the power and
authority of the priesthood in this life, and continue without
committing the sin against the Holy Ghost, will 

continue to increase and have children in the celestial glory. The
unpardonable sin is to shed innocent blood, or be accessory
thereto. All other sins will be visited with judgment in the flesh,
and the spirit being delivered to the buffetings of Satan until the
day of the Lord Jesus. The way I know in whom to confide--God
tells me in whom I may place confidence.

In the celestial glory there are three heavens or degrees; and
in order to obtain the highest, a man must enter into this order
of the priesthood, [meaning the new and everlasting covenant of
marriage;] and if he does not, he cannot obtain it. He may enter
into the other, but that is the end of his kingdom: he cannot have
an increase.”

Items of Doctrine by the Prophet
May 17, 1843

History of the Church, Vol.5, Ch.20, p.392

At ten a. m. preached from 2nd Peter, 1st chapter and
showed that knowledge is power; and the man who has the most
knowledge has the greatest power.

Items of Doctrine by the Prophet
Salvation means a man’s being placed beyond the power of

all his enemies.

The more sure word of prophecy means a man’s knowing
that he is sealed up into eternal life by revelation and the spirit
of prophecy, through the power of the holy priesthood.  It is
impossible for a man to be saved in ignorance.

Paul saw the third heavens, and I more.  Peter penned the
most sublime language of any of the apostles.

The Prophet’s Discourse from II Peter, First Chapter
May 21, 1843

History of the Church, 5:400-403

After singing and prayer, I read 1st chapter of 2nd Epistle of
Peter, and preached thereon. [The following synopsis was written
by Dr. Willard Richards.]

The Prophet’s Discourse from II Peter, First
Chapter--Reproof of Self-Righteousness.

I do not know when I shall have the privilege of speaking in
a house large enough to convene the people. I find my lungs are
failing with continual preaching in the open air to large
assemblies.

I do not think there have been many good men on the earth
since the days of Adam; but there was one good man and his
name was Jesus. Many persons think a prophet must be a great

deal better than anybody else. Suppose I would condescend--yes,
I will call it condescend, to be a great deal better than any of you,
I would be raised up to the highest heaven; and who should I
have to accompany me?

I love that man better who swears a stream as long as my
arm yet deals justice to his neighbors and mercifully deals his
substance to the poor, than the long, smooth-faced hypocrite.

I do not want you to think that I am very righteous, for I am
not. God judges men according to the use they make of the light
which He gives them.

“We have a more sure word of prophecy, whereunto you do
well to take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place. We



were eye witnesses of his majesty and heard the voice of his
excellent glory.” And what could be more sure? When He was
transfigured on the mount, what could be more sure to them?
Divines have been quarreling for ages about the meaning of this.

The Prophet’s Characterization of Himself
I am like a huge, rough stone rolling down from a high

mountain; and the only polishing I get is when some corner gets
rubbed off by coming in contact with something else, striking
with accelerated force against religious bigotry, priestcraft,
lawyer-craft, doctor-craft, lying editors, suborned judges and
jurors, and the authority of perjured executives, backed by mobs,
blasphemers, licentious and corrupt men and women--all hell
knocking off a corner here and a corner there. Thus I will
become a smooth and polished shaft in the quiver of the
Almighty, who will give me dominion over all and every one of
them, when their refuge of lies shall fail, and their hiding place
shall be destroyed, while these smooth-polished stones with
which I come in contact become marred.

There are three grand secrets lying in this chapter, [II Peter
i.] which no man can dig out, unless by the light of revelation,
and which unlocks the whole chapter as the things that are
written are only hints of things which existed in the prophet’s
mind, which are not written concerning eternal glory.

I am going to take up this subject by virtue of the knowledge
of God in me, which I have received from heaven. The opinions
of men, so far as I am concerned, are to me as the crackling of
thorns under the pot, or the whistling of the wind. I break the
ground; I lead the way like Columbus when he was invited to a
banquet, where he was assigned the most honorable place at the
table, and served with the ceremonials which were observed
towards sovereigns. A shallow courtier present, who was meanly
jealous of him, abruptly asked him whether he thought that in
case he had not discovered the Indies, there were not other men
in Spain who would have been capable of the enterprise?
Columbus made no reply, but took an egg and invited the
company to make it stand on end. They all attempted it, but in
vain; whereupon he struck it upon the table so as to break one
end, and left it standing on the broken part, illustrating that
when he had once shown the way to the new world nothing was
easier than to follow it.

Paul ascended into the third heavens, and he could
understand the three principal rounds of Jacob’s ladder--the
telestial, the terrestrial, and the celestial glories or kingdoms,
where Paul saw and heard things which were not lawful for him
to utter. I could explain a hundred fold more than I ever have of
the glories of the kingdoms manifested to me in the vision, were
I permitted, and were the people prepared to receive them.

The Lord deals with this people as a tender parent with a
child, communicating light and intelligence and the knowledge
of his ways as they can bear it. The inhabitants of the earth are

asleep: they know not the day of their visitation. The Lord hath
set the bow in the cloud for a sign that while it shall be seen,
seed time and harvest, summer and winter shall not fail; but
when it shall disappear, woe to that generation, for behold the
end cometh quickly.

Calling and Election to be Made Sure.
Contend earnestly for the like precious faith with the Apostle

Peter, “and add to your faith virtue,” knowledge, temperance,
patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, charity; “for if these
things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither
be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” Another point, after having all these qualifications, he
lays this injunction upon the people “to make your calling and
election sure.” He is emphatic upon this subject-- after adding all
this virtue knowledge, &c., “Make your calling and election
sure.” What is the secret--the starting point? “According as His
divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life
and godliness.” How did he obtain all things? Through the
knowledge of Him who hath called him. There could not
anything be given, pertaining to life and godliness, without
knowledge. Woe! woe! woe to Christendom!--especially the
divines and priests if this be true.

Salvation is for a man to be saved from all his enemies; for
until a man can triumph over death, he is not saved. A
knowledge of the priesthood alone will do this.

The spirits in the eternal world are like the spirits in this
world. When those have come into this world and received
tabernacles, then died and again have risen and received
glorified bodies, they will have an ascendency over the spirits
who have received no bodies, or kept not their first estate, like
the devil. The punishment of the devil was that he should not
have a habitation like men. The devil’s retaliation is, he comes
into this world, binds up men’s bodies, and occupies them
himself. When the authorities come along, they eject him from
a stolen habitation.

The design of the great God in sending us into this world,
and organizing us to prepare us for the eternal worlds, I shall
keep in my own bosom at present.

We have no claim in our eternal compact, in relation to
eternal things, unless our actions and contracts and all things
tend to this end. But after all this, you have got to make your
calling and election sure. If this injunction would lie largely on
those to whom it was spoken, how much more those of the
present generation!

1st key: Knowledge is the power of salvation. 2nd key: Make
your calling and election sure. 3rd key: It is one thing to be on
the mount and hear the excellent voice. &c., &c., and another to
hear the voice declare to you, You have a part and lot in that
kingdom.

*HISTORICAL NOTE

Inauguration of Eternal Marriage Ordinance
At the end of May, 1843, the Prophet introduced the men who have received the washing and anointings and endowment in May

of 1842 to the ordinance of eternal marriage.  The following are from the Prophet’s history.



May 26, 1843
History of the Church 5:409

Friday, 26.--At five p. m. I met in counsel in the upper room, with my brother Hyrum, Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball, Willard
Richards, Judge James Adams, Bishop Newel K. Whitney and William Law, and gave them their endowments and also instructions
in the priesthood on the new and everlasting covenant, &c. [Journal accounts of the members present reveal that on this day the
prophet gave instructions relative to eternal marriage.]

May 28, 1843
History of the Church 5:412

At five p. m. I met with brother Hyrum, Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball, Willard Richards, Newel K. Whitney and James
Adams, in the upper room to attend to ordinances and counseling. [Journal accounts of the members present reveal that some of
the Quorum members entered into the eternal marriage covenant on this day.]

May 29, 1843
History of the Church 5:412-413

At nine a. m., I met in council with brother Hyrum, Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball, Willard Richards, Newel K. Whitney,
and James Adams.  

Singing, and prayer by Elder Brigham Young. Conversation, instruction and teaching concerning the things of God. [Journal
accounts of the members present reveal that other of the Quorum members entered into the eternal marriage covenant on this day.]

The Purpose of the Gathering of Israel.
June 11, 1843

History of the Church, 5:423-427

A large assembly of the Saints met at the Temple stand.
Hymn by the choir. Prayer by Elder Parley P. Pratt, and singing.

President Joseph Smith remarked--“I am a rough stone. The
sound of the hammer and chisel was never heard on me until the
Lord took me in hand. I desire the learning and wisdom of
heaven alone. I have not the least idea, if Christ should come to
the earth and preach such rough things as He preached to the
Jews, but that this generation would reject Him for being so
rough.”

He then took for his text the 37th verse of 23rd chapter of
Matthew--“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets
and stonest them which are sent unto thee; how often would I
have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her
chickens under her wings, and ye would not.”

This subject was presented to me since I came to the stand.
What was the object of gathering the Jews, or the people of God
in any age of the world? I can never find much to say in
expounding a text. A man never has half so much fuss to unlock
a door, if he has a key, as though he had not, and had to cut it
open with his jack-knife.

The main object was to build unto the Lord a house whereby
He could reveal unto His people the ordinances of His house and
the glories of His kingdom, and teach the people the way of
salvation; for there are certain ordinances and principles that,
when they are taught and practiced, must be done in a place or
house built for that purpose.

It was the design of the councils of heaven before the world
was, that the principles and laws of the priesthood should be
predicated upon the gathering of the people in every age of the
world. Jesus did everything to gather the people, and they would
not be gathered, and He therefore poured out curses upon them.
Ordinances instituted in the heavens before the foundation of the
world, in the priesthood, for the salvation of men, are not to be

altered or changed. All must be saved on the same principles.
It is for the same purpose that God gathers together His

people in the last days, to build unto the Lord a house to prepare
them for the ordinances and endowments, washings and
anointings, etc. One of the ordinances of the house of the Lord
is baptism for the dead. God decreed before the foundation of the
world that that ordinance should be administered in a font
prepared for that purpose in the house of the Lord. “This is only
your opinion, sir,” says the sectarian. * * * * *

If a man gets a fullness of the priesthood of God, he has to
get it in the same way that Jesus Christ obtained it, and that was
by keeping all the commandments and obeying all the ordinances
of the house of the Lord.

Where there is no change of priesthood, there is no change
of ordinances, says Paul, if God has not changed the ordinances
and the priesthood. Howl, ye sectarians! If he has, when and
where has He revealed it? Have ye turned revelators? Then why
deny revelation?

Many men will say, “I will never forsake you, but will stand
by you at all times.” But the moment you teach them some of the
mysteries of the kingdom of God that are retained in the heavens
and are to be revealed to the children of men when they are
prepared for them, they will be the first to stone you and put you
to death. It was this same principle that crucified the Lord Jesus
Christ, and will cause the people to kill the prophets in this
generation.

Many things are insoluble to the children of men in the last
days: for instance, that God should raise the dead, and forgetting
that things have been hid from before the foundation of the
world, which are to be revealed to babes in the last days.

There are a great many wise men and women too in our
midst who are too wise to be taught; therefore they must die in
their ignorance, and in the resurrection they will find their



mistake. Many seal up the door of heaven by saying, So far God
may reveal and I will believe.

All men who become heirs of God and joint-heirs with Jesus
Christ will have to receive the fullness of the ordinances of his
kingdom; And those who will not receive all the ordinances will
come short of the fullness of that glory, if they do not lose the
whole.

I will say something about the spirits in prison. There has
been much said by modern divines about the words of Jesus
(when on the cross) to the thief, saying, “This day shalt thou be
with me in paradise.” King James’ translators make it out to say
paradise. But what is paradise? It is a modern word it does not
answer at all to the original word that Jesus made use of. Find
the original of the word paradise. You may as easily find a
needle in a haymow. Here is a chance for battle, ye learned men.
There is nothing in the original word in Greek froze which this
was taken that signifies paradise; but it was--This day thou shalt
be with me in the world of spirits’ then I will teach you all about
it and answer your inquiries. And Peter says he went and
preached to the world of spirits (spirits in prison, I Peter, 3rd
chap., 19th verse), so that they who would receive it could have
it answered by proxy by those who live on the earth, etc.

The doctrine of baptism for the dead is clearly shown in the
New Testament; and if the doctrine is not good, then throw the
New Testament away; but if it is the word of God, then let the
doctrine be acknowledged; and it was the reason why Jesus said
unto the Jews, “How oft would I have gathered thy children
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings,
and ye would not!”--that they might attend to the ordinances of
baptism for the dead as well as other ordinances of the
priesthood, and receive revelations from heaven, and be perfected
in the things of the kingdom of God--but they would not. This
was the case on the day of Pentecost: those blessings were poured
out on the disciples on that occasion. God ordained that He
would save the dead, and would do it by gathering His people
together.

It always has been when a man was sent of God with the
priesthood and he began to preach the fullness of the gospel, that
he was thrust out by his friends, who are ready to butcher him if
he teach things which they imagine to be wrong; and Jesus was
crucified upon this principle.

I will now turn linguist. There are many things in the Bible
which do not, as they now stand, accord with the revelations of
the Holy Ghost to me.

I will criticize a little further. There has been much said
about the word hell, and the sectarian world have preached much
about it, describing it to be a burning lake of fire and brimstone.
But what is hell? It is another modern term, and is taken from
hades. I’ll hunt after hades as Pat did for the woodchuck.

Hades, the Greek, or Shaole, the Hebrew’ these two
significations mean a world of spirits. Hades, Shaole, paradise,
spirits in prison, are all one: it is a world of spirits.

The righteous and the wicked all go to the same world of
spirits until the resurrection. “I do not think so,” says one. If you
will go to my house any time, I will take my lexicon and prove
it to you.

The great misery of departed spirits in the world of spirits,
where they go after death. is to know that they come short of the

glory that others enjoy and that they might have enjoyed
themselves, and they are their own accusers. “But,” says one, “I
believe in one universal heaven and hell, where all go, and are
all alike, and equally miserable or equally happy.”

What! where all are huddled together--the honorable,
virtuous, and murderers, and whoremongers, when it is written
that they shall be judged according to the deeds done in the
body? But St. Paul informs us of three glories and three heavens.
He knew a man that was caught up to the third heavens. Now, if
the doctrine of the sectarian world, that there is but one heaven,
is true, Paul, what do you tell that lie for, and say there are three?
Jesus said unto His disciples, “In my Father’s house are many
mansions, if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare
a place for you, and I will come and receive you to myself, that
where I am ye may be also.”

Any man may believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God,
and be happy in that belief, and yet not obey his commandments,
and at last be cut down for disobedience to the Lord’s righteous
requirements. A man of God should be endowed with wisdom,
knowledge, and understanding, in order to teach and lead the
people of God. The sectarian priests are blind, and they lead the
blind, and they will all fall into the ditch together. They build
with hay, wood, and stubble, on the old revelations, without the
true priesthood or spirit of revelation. If I had time, I would dig
into hell, hades, shaole, and tell what exists there.

There is much said about God and the Godhead. The
scriptures say there are Gods many and Lords many, but to us
there is but one living and true God, and the heaven of heavens
could not contain him; for he took the liberty to go into other
heavens. The teachers of the day say that thy Father is God, the
Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is God, and they are all in one
body and one God. Jesus prayed that those that the Father had
given him out of the world might be made one in them, as they
were one; [one in spirit, in mind, in purpose]. If I were to testify
that the Christian world were wrong on this point, my testimony
would be true.

Peter and Stephen testify that they saw the Son of Man
standing on the right hand of God. Any person that had seen the
heavens opened knows that there are three personages in the
heavens who hold the keys of power, and one presides over all.

If any man attempts to refute what I arm about to say, after
I have made it plain, let him beware.

As the Father hath power in Himself, so hath the Son power
in Himself, to lay down His life and take it again, so He has a
body of His own. The Son doeth what He hath seen the Father
do: then the Father hath some day laid down His life and taken
it again; so He has a body of His own; each one will be in His
own body; and yet the sectarian world believe the body of the Son
is identical with the Fathers.

Gods have an ascendancy over the angels, who are
ministering servants.

In the resurrection, some are raised to be angels; others are
raised to become Gods.

These things are revealed in the most holy place in a Temple
prepared for that purpose. Many of the sects cry out, “Oh, I have
the testimony of Jesus; I have the Spirit of God: but away with
Joe Smith; he says he is a prophet; but there are to be no
prophets or revelators in the last days.” Stop, sir: The Revelator



says that the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy; so by
your own month you are condemned. But to the text. Why gather
the people together in this place? For the same purpose that Jesus
wanted to gather the Jews-- to receive the ordinances, the
blessings, and glories that God has in store for His Saints.

I will now ask this assembly and all the Saints if you will
now build this house and receive the ordinances and blessings
which God has in store for you; or will you not build unto the
Lord this house, and let Him pass by and bestow these blessings
upon another people? I pause for a reply.

*HISTORICAL NOTE
On July 12, 1843, the revelation on Celestial Marriage (D&C 132) is committed to writing (History of the Church 5:500-507)

The Necessity of Eternal Marriage
July 16, 1843

History of the Church, .5:.510

Sunday, 16.--Preached in the morning and evening at the
stand in the Grove, near the west of the Temple, concerning a
man’s foes being those of his own household.

“The same spirit that crucified Jesus is in the breast of some
who profess to be Saints in Nauvoo. I have secret enemies in the
city intermingling with the Saints, etc. Said I would not prophesy
any more, and proposed Hyrum to hold the office of prophet to
the Church, as it was his birthright.

“I am going to have a reformation, and the Saints must
regard Hyrum, for he has the authority, that I might be a Priest
of the Most High God; and slightly touched upon the subject of
the everlasting covenant, showing that a man and his wife must
enter into that covenant in the world, or he will have no claim on
her in the next world. But on account of the unbelief of the
people, I cannot reveal the fullness of these things at present.

*HISTORICAL NOTE
August 6, 1843
History of the Church 5:527

By May 29,1843, the Melchizedek Priesthood temple ordinances of the washing and anointings, the endowment, and the
marriage ordinance had now been revealed to a select group of members of the Church.  The final ordinance known as “the second
anointing”had not yet been given to any member of the Church.  This ordinance is necessary to have “the fulness of the priesthood.”
At a meeting held on August 6, 1843, Brigham Young taught that no one had yet received this ordinance:

“The quorum of the Twelve Apostles in Philadelphia held a meeting in the Canaanite Church. About three hundred Saints were
present. Meeting was opened by Jedediah M. Grant, and President Brigham Young addressed the congregation at considerable
length. He said that a man or woman may ask of God, and get a witness and testimony from God concerning any work or messenger
that is sent unto them; but if a person asks for a thing that does not concern him, such as governing the Church, as a member of the
Church inquiring concerning the duty of a presiding Elder, what the prophet or the Twelve ought to do, &c. he will not get an answer.
It he does it will not be from God. He also remarked that if any in the Church had the fullness of the Melchisedec Priesthood, he did
not know it. For any person to have the fullness of that priesthood, he must be a king and priest. A person may have a portion of that
priesthood, the same as governors or judges of England have power from the king to transact business; but that does not make them
kings of England. A person may be anointed king and priest long before he receives his kingdom.”

The Prophet’s Remarks at the Funeral of Judge Higbee
August 13, 1843

History of the Church, 5:529-531

BRETHREN AND SISTERS, you will find these words in
II Peter iii, 10, 11:--“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief
in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a
great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat; the
earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.
Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner
of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness.”

I am not like other men. My mind is continually occupied
with the business of the day, and I have to depend entirely upon
the living God for every thing I say on such occasions as these.

The great thing for us to know is to comprehend what God

did institute before the foundation of the world. Who knows it?
It is the constitutional disposition of mankind to set up stakes
and set bounds to the works and ways of the Almighty.

We are called this morning to mourn the death of a just and
good man --a great and mighty man. It is a solemn idea that man
has no hope of seeing a friend after he has lost him. But I will
give you a more painful thought. It is simple for I never design
to communicate any ideas but what are simple; for to this end I
am sent. Suppose you have an idea of a resurrection, etc., etc.,
and yet know nothing at all of the gospel, nor comprehend one
principle of the order of heaven, but find yourselves



disappointed--yes, at last find yourselves disappointed in every
hope or anticipation, when the decision goes forth from the lips
of the Almighty. Would not this be a greater disappointment-- a
more painful thought than annihilation?

Had I inspiration, revelation, and lungs to communicate
what my soul has contemplated in times past, there is not a soul
in this congregation but would go to their homes and shut their
mouths in everlasting silence on religion till they had learned
something.

Why be so certain that you comprehend the things of God,
when all things with you are so uncertain. You are welcome to
all the knowledge and intelligence I can impart to you. I do not
grudge the world all the religion they have got: they are welcome
to all the knowledge they possess. T h e  s o u n d  s a l u t e d  m y
ears--“Ye are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city of the
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable
company of angels, to the general assembly and church of the
firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of
all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the
Mediator of the new covenant” (Hebrews xii, 22, 23, 24). What
would it profit us to come unto the spirits of the just men, but to
learn and come up to the standard of their knowledge?

Where has Judge Higbee gone?
Who is there that would not give all his goods to feed the

poor, and pour out his gold and silver to the four winds, to go 

where Judge Higbee has gone?
That which hath been hid from before the foundation of the

world is revealed to babes and sucklings in the last days.
The world is reserved unto burning in the last days. He shall

send Elijah the prophet, and he shall reveal the covenants of the
fathers in relation to the children, and the covenants of the
children in relation to the fathers.

Four destroying angels holding power over the four quarters
of the earth until the servants of God are sealed in their
foreheads, which signifies sealing the blessing upon their heads,
meaning the everlasting covenant, thereby making their calling
and election sure. When a seal is put upon the father and mother,
it secures their posterity, so that they cannot be lost, but will be
saved by virtue of the covenant of their father and mother.

To the mourners I would say--Do as the husband and the
father would instruct you, and you shall be reunited.

The speaker continued to teach the doctrine of election and
the sealing powers and principles, and spoke of the doctrine of
election with the seed of Abraham, and the sealing of blessings
upon his posterity, and the sealing of the fathers and children,
according to the declarations of the prophets. He then spoke of
Judge Higbee in the world of spirits, and the blessings which he
would obtain, and of the kind spirit and disposition of Judge
Higbee while living; none of which was reported.

Three Orders of Priesthood
August 27, 1843

History of the Church, (5:554-556) Version
Respecting the Melchizedek Priesthood, the sectarians never

professed to have it; consequently they never could save any one,
and would all be damned together. There was an Episcopal priest
who said he had the priesthood of Aaron, but had not the
priesthood of Melchizedek and I bear testimony that I never have
found the man who claimed the Priesthood of Melchizedek. The
power of the Melchizedek priesthood is to have the power of
“endless lives;” for the everlasting covenant cannot be broken.

The law was given under Aaron for the purpose of pouring
out judgments and destructions.

The sectarian world are going to hell by hundreds, by
thousands and by millions.

There are three grand orders of priesthood referred to here.
1st. The King of Shiloam. (Salem) had power and authority over
that of Abraham, holding the key and the power of endless life.
Angels desire to look into it, but they have set up too many
stakes. God cursed the children of Israel because they would not
receive the last law from Moses.

The sacrifice required of Abraham in the offering up of
Isaac, shows that if a man would attain to the keys of the
kingdom of an endless life; he must sacrifice all things. When
God offers a blessing or knowledge to a man, and he refuses to
receive it, he will be damned. The Israelites prayed that God
would speak to Moses and not to them; in consequence of which
he cursed them with a carnal law.

What was the power of Melchizedek? ‘Twas not the
Priesthood of Aaron which administers in outward ordinances,

and the offering of sacrifices. Those holding the fullness of the
Melchizedek Priesthood are kings and priests of the Most High
God, holding the keys of power and blessings. In fact, that
priesthood is a perfect law of theocracy, and stands as God to
give laws to the people, administering endless lives to the sons
and daughters of Adam.

Abraham says to Melchizedek, I believe all that thou hast
taught me concerning the priesthood and the coming of the Son
of Man; so Melchizedek ordained Abraham and sent him away.
Abraham rejoiced, saying, Now I have a priesthood.

Salvation could not come to the world without the mediation
of Jesus Christ.

How shall God come to the rescue of this generation? He
will send Elijah the prophet. The law revealed to Moses in Horeb
never was revealed to the children of Israel as a nation.

Elijah shall reveal the covenants to seal the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and the children to the fathers.

The anointing and sealing is to be called, elected and made
sure.

“Without father, without mother, without descent, having
neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like unto the
Son of God, abideth a priest continually.” The Melchizedek
Priesthood holds the right from the eternal God, and not by
descent from father and mother; and that priesthood is as eternal
as God Himself, having neither beginning of days nor end of life.

The 2nd Priesthood is Patriarchal authority. Go to and finish
the temple, and God will fill it with power, and you will then
receive more knowledge concerning this priesthood.



The 3rd is what is called the Levitical Priesthood, consisting
of priests to administer in outward ordinance, made without an
oath; but the Priesthood of Melchizedek is by an oath and
covenant.

The Holy Ghost is God’s messenger to administer in all
those priesthoods.
Jesus Christ is the heir of this Kingdom--the only begotten of the
Father according to the flesh, and holds the keys over all this
world.

Men have to suffer that they may come upon Mount Zion
and be exalted above the heavens.

I know a man that has been caught up to the third heavens,
and can say, with Paul, that we have seen and heard things that
are not lawful to utter.

Franklin D. Richards’ Version (Words of the Prophet Joseph
Smith, p. 245; spelling is original)

A sermon of Josephs Heb 7 chap Salem is Shiloam
Those who limit the designs of God as concerted by the

grand council of H cannot obtain the Knowledge of God & I do
not know but I may say they will drink in the Damnation of their
souls—

I Prophecy that all the powers of Earth & Hell shall never be
able to overthrow this Boy for I have obtained it by promise—

There are 3 grand principles or orders of Priesthood
portrayed in this chapter

1st Levitical which was never able to administer a Blessing
but only to bind heavy burdens which neither they nor their
father able to bear

2 Abrahams Patriarchal power which is the greatest yet
experienced in this church

3d That of Melchisedec who had still greater power even
power of an endless life of which was our Lord Jesus Christ
which also Abraham obtained by the offering of his son Isaac
which was not the power of a Prophet nor apostle nor Patriarch
only but of King & Priest to God to open the windows of Heaven
and pour out the peace & Law of endless Life to man & No man
can attain to the Joint heirship  with Jesus Christ with out being
administered to by one having the same power & Authority of
Melchisedec  Joseph also said that the Holy Ghost is now in a
state of Probation which if he should perform in righteousness he
may pass through the same or a similar course of things that the
Son has.

James Burgess’ Version (The Words of Joseph Smith, pp. 245-
246; spelling is original)

Hebrewes 7 chap. Paul is here treating of three different
preisthoods, namely the preisthood of Aron, Abraham, and
Melchizedeck, Abraham’s preisthood was of greater power than

Levi’s and Melchizedeck’s was of greater power than that of
Abraham. The preisthood of Levi consisted of cursings and
blessings carnal commandments and not of blessings and if the
preisthood of this generation has no more power than that of
Levi or Aron or of a bishhoprick it administers no blessings but
cursings for it was an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.  I ask
was there any sealing power attending this preisthood. Oh no
that would admit a man into the presence of God. Oh no, but
Abraham’s was a more exalted power or preisthood he could talk
and walk with God and yet consider how great this man was
when even this patriarch Abraham gave a tenth part of all his
spoils and then received a blessing under the hands of
Melchesideck even the last law or a fulness of the law or
preisthood which constituted him a king and preist after the
order of Melchesideck or an endless life Now if Abraham had
been like the sectarian world and would not have received any
more revelation, what would have been the consequence it would
have damned him. Book of Covenants. The levitical preisthood
was an appendage to the Melchesideck preisthood or the whole
law of God when in full face or power in all its parts and
bearings on the earth. It is understood by many by reading this
chapter that Melchesedeck was king of some country or nation
on the earth, but it was not so, In the original it reads king of
Shaloam which signifies king of peace or righteousness and not
of any country or nation.

Malachi says that the sons of Levi shall in the last days offer
an offering in rightousness.

Men will set up stakes and say thus far will we go and no
farther, did Abraham when called upon to offer his son,  did the
Saviour,  no, view him fulfiling all rightousness again on the
banks of jordon, also on the Mount transfigured before Peter and
John there receiving the fulness of preisthood or the law of God,
setting up no stake but coming right up to the mark in all things
here him after he returned from the Mount, did ever language of
such magnitude fall from the lips of any man, hearken him. All
power is given is given unto me both in heaven and the earth.
Offering’s sacrifice’s and carnal commandments, was added in
consequence of transgression and they that did them should live
by them.  View him the Son of God at saying it behoveth me to
fulfil all rightousness also in a garden saying if it be possible let
this cup pass from me nevertheless thy will be done. What was
the design of the Almighty in making man, it was to exalt him
to be as God,  the scripture says yet are Gods and it cannot be
broken,  heirs of God and joint heirs I with Jesus Christ equal
with him possesing all power &c. The mystery power and glory
of the preisthood is so great and glorious that the angels desired
to understand it and cannot: why, because of the tradition of
them and their fathers in setting up stakes and not coming up to
the mark in their probationary state.

*HISTORICAL NOTE
On September 28, the Prophet introduced the highest ordinance attainable by man, the second anointing or the fulness of the

priesthood, to the select group of men and women whom he had introduced the washing and aointings, the endowment, and the
marriage ordinance.  A few days latter, James Adams, one of the select group died.  At the October General Conference, Joseph
Smith gave the following sermon:



The Prophet’s Remarks on the Demise of James Adams
October 9, 1843

History of the Church, 6:50-52

All men know that they must die. And it is important that
we should understand the reasons and causes of our exposure to
the vicissitudes of life and of death, and the designs and purposes
of God in our coming into the world, our sufferings here, and our
departure hence. What is the object of our coming into existence,
then dying and falling away, to be here no more? It is but
reasonable to suppose that God would reveal something in
reference to the matter, and it is a subject we ought to study more
than any other. We ought to study it day and night, for the world
is ignorant in reference to their true condition and relation. If we
have any claim on our Heavenly Father for anything, it is for
knowledge on this important subject. Could we read and
comprehend all that has been written from the days of Adam, on
the relation of man to God and angels in a future state, we should
know very little about it. Reading the experience of others, or the
revelation given to them, can never give us a comprehensive
view of our condition and true relation to God. Knowledge of
these things can only be obtained by experience through the
ordinances of God set forth for that purpose. Could you gaze into
heaven five minutes, you would know more than you would by
reading all that ever was written on the subject.

We are only capable of comprehending that certain things
exist, which we may acquire by certain fixed principles. If men
would acquire salvation, they have got to be subject, before they
leave this world, to certain rules and principles, which were fixed
by an unalterable decree before the world was.

The disappointment of hopes and expectations at the
resurrection would be indescribably dreadful.

The organization of the spiritual and heavenly worlds, and
of spiritual and heavenly beings, was agreeable to the most
perfect order and harmony: their limits and bounds were fixed
irrevocably, and voluntarily subscribed to in their heavenly estate
by themselves, and were by our first parents subscribed to upon
the earth. Hence the importance of embracing and subscribing to
principles of eternal truth by all men upon the earth that expect
eternal life.

I assure the Saints that truth, in reference to these matters,
can and may be known through the revelations of God in the way
of His ordinances, and in answer to prayer. The Hebrew Church
“came unto the spirits of just men made perfect, and unto an
innumerable company of angels, unto God the Father of all, and
to Jesus Christ, the Mediator of the new covenant.” What did
they learn by coming of the spirits of just men made perfect? Is
it written? No. What they learned has not been and could not
have been written. What object was gained by this
communication with the spirits of the just? It was the established
order of the kingdom of God: the keys of power and knowledge
were with them to communicate to the Saints. Hence the 

importance of understanding the distinction between the spirits
of the just and angels.

Spirits can only be revealed in flaming fire or glory. Angels
have advanced further, their light and glory being tabernacled;
and hence they appear in bodily shape. The spirits of just men
are made ministering servants to those who are sealed unto life
eternal, and it is through them that the sealing power comes
down.

Patriarch Adams is now one of the spirits of the just men
made perfect; and, if revealed now, must be revealed in fire; and
the glory could not be endured. Jesus showed Himself to His
disciples, and they thought it was His spirit, and they were afraid
to approach His spirit. Angels have advanced higher in
knowledge and power than spirits.

Concerning Brother James Adams, it should appear strange
that so good and so great a man was hated. The deceased ought
never to have had an enemy. But so it was. Wherever light
shone, it stirred up darkness. Truth and error, good and evil
cannot be reconciled. Judge Adams had some enemies, but such
a man ought not to have had one.

I saw him first at Springfield, when on my way from
Missouri to Washington. He sought me out when a stranger, took
me to his home, encouraged and cheered me, and gave me
money. He has been a most intimate friend. I anointed him to the
patriarchal power--to receive the keys of knowledge and power,
by revelation to himself. He has had revelations concerning his
departure, and has gone to a more important work. When men
are prepared, they are better off to go hence. Brother Adams has
gone to open up a more effectual door for the dead. The spirits of
the just are exalted to a greater and more glorious work; hence
they are blessed in their departure to the world of spirits.
Enveloped in flaming fire, they are not far from us, and know
and understand our thoughts, feelings, and motions, and are
often pained therewith.

Flesh and blood cannot go there; but flesh and bones,
quickened by the Spirit of God, can.

If we would be sober and watch in fasting and prayer, God
would turn away sickness from our midst.

Hasten the work in the Temple, renew your exertions to
forward all the work of the last days, and walk before the Lord in
soberness and righteousness. Let the Elders and Saints do away
with lightmindedness, and be sober.

Such is a faint outline of the discourse of President Joseph
Smith, which was delivered with his usual feeling and pathos,
and was listened to with the most profound and eager attention
by the multitude, who hung upon his instructions, anxious to
learn and pursue the path of eternal life.

The Sealing Power in the Priesthood
January 21, 1844

History of the Church, 6:183-185
The Prophet’s history reads: “Sunday 21.--Preached at the southeast corner of the temple to several thousand people, although the



weather was somewhat unpleasant. My subject was the sealing of the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the hearts of the
children to the fathers. The following synopsis was reported by Elder Wilford Woodruff:--“

When I consider the surrounding circumstances in which I
am placed this day, standing in the open air with weak lungs,
and somewhat out of health, I feel that I must have the prayers
and faith of my brethren that God may strengthen me and pour
out His special blessing upon me, if you get very much from me
this day.

There are many people assembled here today, and
throughout the city, and from various parts of the world, who say
that they have received to a certainty a portion of the knowledge
from God, by revelation, in the way that He has ordained and
pointed out.

I shall take the broad ground, then, that we have received a
portion of knowledge from God by immediate revelation, and
from the same source we can receive all knowledge.

What shall I talk about today? I know what Brother Cahoon
wants me to speak about. He wants me to speak about the coming
of Elijah in the last days. I can see it in his eye. I will speak upon
that subject then.

The Bible says, “I will send you Elijah the Prophet before
the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord; and he
shall turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the hearts
of the children to the fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with
a curse.”

Now, the word turn here should be translated bind, or seal.
But what is the object of this important mission? or how is it to
be fulfilled? The keys are to be delivered, the spirit of Elijah is to
come, the Gospel to be established, the Saints of God gathered,
Zion built up, and the Saints to come up as saviors on Mount
Zion.

But how are they to become saviors on Mount Zion? By
building their temples, erecting their baptismal fonts, and going
forth and receiving all the ordinances, baptisms, confirmations,
washings, anointings, ordinations and sealing powers upon their
heads, in behalf of all their progenitors who are dead, and
redeem them that they may come forth in the first resurrection
and be exalted to thrones of glory with them; and herein is the
chain that binds the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the
children to the fathers, which fulfills the mission of Elijah. And

I would to God that this temple was now done, that we might go
into it, and go to work and improve our time, and make use of
the seals while they are on earth.

The Saints have not too much time to save and redeem their
dead, and gather together their living relatives, that they may be
saved also, before the earth will be smitten, and the consumption
decreed falls upon the world.

I would advise all the Saints to go to with their might and
gather together all their living relatives to this place, that they
may be sealed and saved, that they may be prepared against the
day that the destroying angel goes forth; and if the whole Church
should go to with all their might to save their dead, seal their
posterity, and gather their living friends, and spend none of their
time in behalf of the world, they would hardly get through before
night would come, when no man can work; and my only trouble
at the present time is concerning ourselves, that the Saints will
be divided, broken up, and scattered, before we get our salvation
secure; for there are so many fools in the world for the devil to
operate upon, it gives him the advantage oftentimes.

The question is frequently asked “Can we not be saved
without going through with all these ordinances, &c.?” I would
answer, No, not the fullness of salvation. Jesus said, “There are
many mansions in my Father’s house, and I will go and prepare
a place for you.” House here named should have been translated
kingdom; and any person who is exalted to the highest mansion
has to abide a celestial law, and the whole law too.

But there has been a great difficulty in getting anything into
the heads of this generation. It has been like splitting hemlock
knots with a corn-dodger for a wedge, and a pumpkin for a
beetle. Even the Saints are slow to understand.

I have tried for a number of years to get the minds of the
Saints prepared to receive the things of God; but we frequently
see some of them, after suffering all they have for the work of
God, will fly to pieces like glass as soon as anything comes that
is contrary to their traditions: they cannot stand the fire at all.
How many will be able to abide a celestial law, and go through
and receive their exaltation, I am unable to say, as many are
called, but few are chosen.

Elias, Elijah, Messiah
March 10, 1844

History of the Church, 6:249-254

The Prophet’s history reads: “I attended meeting at the stand, and preached on the subject of Elias, Elijah, and Messiah. [A sketch
of which was reported by Elder Wilford Woodruff, as follows]:--“

There is a difference between the spirit and office of Elias
and Elijah. It is the spirit of Elias I wish first to speak of; and in
order to come at the subject, I will bring some of the testimony
from the Scripture and give my own.

In the first place, suffice it to say, I went into the woods to
inquire of the Lord, by prayer, His will concerning me, and I saw
an angel, and he laid his hands upon my head, and ordained me
to a Priest after the order of Aaron, and to hold the keys of this

Priesthood, which office was to preach repentance and baptism
for the remission of sins, and also to baptize. But I was informed
that this office did not extend to the laying on of hands for the
giving of the Holy Ghost; that that office was a greater work, and
was to be given afterward; but that my ordination was a
preparatory work, or a going before, which was the spirit of
Elias; for the spirit of Elias was a going before to prepare the
way for the greater, which was the case with John the Baptist. He



came crying through the wilderness, “Prepare ye the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight.” And they were informed, if they
could receive it, it was the spirit of Elias; and John was very
particular to tell the people, he was not that Light, but was sent
to bear witness of that Light.

He told the people that his mission was to preach repentance
and baptize with water; but it was He that should come after him
that should baptize with fire and the Holy Ghost.

If he had been an imposter, he might have gone to work
beyond his bounds, and undertook to have performed ordinances
which did not belong to that office and calling, under the spirit
of Elias.

The spirit of Elias is to prepare the way for a greater
revelation of God, which is the Priesthood of Elias, or the
Priesthood that Aaron was ordained unto. And when God sends
a man into the world to prepare for a greater work, holding the
keys of the power of Elias, it was called the doctrine of Elias,
even from the early ages of the world.

John’s mission was limited to preaching and baptizing: but
what he did was legal; and when Jesus Christ came to any of
John’s disciples, He baptized them with fire and the Holy Ghost.

We find the apostles endowed with greater power than John:
their office was more under the spirit and power of Elijah than
Elias.

In the case of Phillip when he went down to Samaria, when
he was under the spirit of Elias, he baptized both men and
women. When Peter and John heard of it, they went down and
laid hands upon them, and they received the Holy Ghost. This
shows the distinction between the two powers.

When Paul came to certain disciples, he asked if they had
received the Holy Ghost? They said, No. Who baptized you,
then? We were baptized unto John’s baptism. No, you were not
baptized unto John’s baptism, or you would have been baptized
by John. And so Paul went and baptized them, for he knew what
the true doctrine was, and he knew that John had not baptized
them. And these principles are strange to me, that men who have
read the Scriptures of the New Testament are so far from it.

What I want to impress upon your minds is the difference of
power in the different parts of the Priesthood, so that when any
man comes among you, saying, “I have the spirit of Elias,” you
can know whether he be true or false; for any man that comes,
having the spirit and power of Elias, he will not transcend his
bounds.

John did not transcend his bounds. but faithfully performed
that part belonging to his office; and every portion of the great
building should be prepared right and assigned to its proper
place; and it is necessary to know who holds the keys of power,
and who does not, or we may be likely to be deceived.

That person who holds the keys of Elias hath a preparatory
work. But if I spend much more time in conversing about the
spirit of Elias, I shall not have time to do justice to the spirit and
power of Elijah.

This is the Elias spoken of in the last days, and here is the
rock upon which many split, thinking the time was past in the
days of John and Christ, and no more to be. But the spirit of
Elias was revealed to me, and I know it is true; therefore I speak
with boldness, for I know verily my doctrine is true.

Now for Elijah. The spirit, power, and calling of Elijah is,

that ye have power to hold the key of the revelation, ordinances,
oracles, powers and endowments of the fullness of the
Melchizedek Priesthood and of the kingdom of God on the earth;
and to receive, obtain, and perform all the ordinances belonging
to the kingdom of God, even unto the turning of the hearts of the
fathers unto the children, and the hearts of the children unto the
fathers, even those who are in heaven.

Malachi says, “I will send you Elijah the prophet before the
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord: and he shall
turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the
children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a
curse.”

Now, what I am after is the knowledge of God, and I take
my own course to obtain it. What are we to understand by this in
the last days?

In the days of Noah, God destroyed the world by a flood, and
He has promised to destroy it by fire in the last days: but before
it should take place, Elijah should first come and turn the hearts
of the fathers to the children, &c.

Now comes the point. What is this office and work of Elijah?
It is one of the greatest and most important subjects that God has
revealed. He should send Elijah to seal the children to the
fathers, and the fathers to the children.

Now was this merely confined to the living, to settle
difficulties with families on earth? By no means. It was a far
greater work. Elijah! what would you do if you were here? Would
you confine your work to the living alone? No; I would refer you
to the Scriptures, where the subject is manifest: that is, without
us, they could not be made perfect, nor we without them; the
fathers without the children, nor the children without the fathers.

I wish you to understand this subject, for it is important; and
if you will receive it, this is the spirit of Elijah, that we redeem
our dead, and connect ourselves with our fathers which are in
heaven, and seal up our dead to come forth in the first
resurrection; and here we want the power of Elijah to seal those
who dwell on earth to those who dwell in heaven. This is the
power of Elijah and the keys of the kingdom of Jehovah.

Let us suppose a case. Suppose the great God who dwells in
heaven should reveal Himself to Father Cutler here, by the
opening heavens, and tell him, “I offer up a decree that
whatsoever you seal on earth with your decree, I will seal it in
heaven; you have the power then; can it be taken off? No. Then
what you seal on earth, by the keys of Elijah. is sealed in heaven;
and this is the power of Elijah, and this is the difference between
the spirit and power of Elias and Elijah; for while the spirit of
Elias is a forerunner, the power of Elijah is sufficient to make
our calling and election sure; and the same doctrine, where we
are exhorted to go on to perfection, not laying again the
foundation of repentance from dead works, and of laying on of
hands, resurrection of the dead, &c.

We cannot be perfect without the fathers, &c. We must have
revelation from them, and we can see that the doctrine of
revelation far transcends the doctrine of no revelation; for one
truth revealed from heaven is worth all the sectarian notions in
existence.

This spirit of Elijah was manifest in the days of the apostles,
in delivering certain ones to the buffetings of Satan, that they
might be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. They were sealed by



the spirit of Elijah unto the damnation of hell until the day of the
Lord, or revelation of Jesus Christ.

Here is the doctrine of election that the world has quarreled
so much about; but they do not know anything about it.

The doctrine that the Presbyterians and Methodists have
quarreled so much about-once in grace, always in grace, or
falling away from grace, I will say a word about. They are both
wrong. Truth takes a road between them both, for while the
Presbyterian says “once in grace, you cannot fall;” the Methodist
says: “You can have grace today, fall from it tomorrow, next day
have grace again; and so follow on, changing continually.” But
the doctrine of the Scriptures and the spirit of Elijah would show
them both false, and take a road between them both; for,
according to the Scripture, if men have received the good word
of God, and tasted of the powers of the world to come, if they
shall fall away, it is impossible to renew them again, seeing they
have crucified the Son of God afresh, and put Him to an open
shame; so there is a possibility of falling away; you could not be
renewed again, and the power of Elijah cannot seal against this
sin, for this is a reserve made in the seals and power of the
Priesthood.

I will make every doctrine plain that I present, and it shall
stand upon a firm basis, and I am at the defiance of the world,
for I will take shelter under the broad cover of the wings of the
work in which I am engaged. It matters not to me if all hell boils
over; I regard it only as I would the crackling of the thorns under
a pot.

A murderer, for instance, one that sheds innocent blood,
cannot have forgiveness. David sought repentance at the hand of
God carefully with tears, for the murder of Uriah; but he could
only get it through hell: he got a promise that his soul should not
be left in hell.

Although David was a king, he never did obtain the spirit
and power of Elijah and the fullness of the Priesthood; and the
Priesthood that he received, and the throne and kingdom of
David is to be taken from him and given to another by the name
of David in the last days, raised up out of his lineage.

Peter referred to the same subject on the day of Pentecost,
but the multitude did not get the endowment that Peter had; but
several days after, the people asked “What shall we do?” Peter
says, “I would ye had done it ignorantly,” speaking of crucifying
the Lord, &c. He did not say to them, “Repent and be baptized.
for the remission of your sins;” but he said, “Repent ye therefore,
and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the
times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord.”
(Acts iii. 19.)

This is the case with murderers. They could not be baptized
for the remission of sins for they had shed innocent blood.

Again: The doctrine or sealing power of Elijah is as
follows:--If you have power to seal on earth and in heaven, then

we should be wise. The first thing you do, go and seal on earth
your sons and daughters unto yourself, and yourself unto your
fathers in eternal glory. * * * * * * * I will walk through the gate
of heaven and claim what

I seal, and those that follow me and my counsel.
The Lord once told me that what I asked for I should have.

I have been afraid to ask God to kill my enemies. lest some of
them should, peradventure, repent. I asked a short time since for
the Lord to deliver me out of the hands of the Governor of
Missouri, and if it needs must be to accomplish it, to take him
away; and the next news that came pouring down from there
was, that Governor Reynolds had shot himself. And I would now
say, “Beware, O earth, how you fight against the Saints of God
and shed innocent blood; for in the days of Elijah, his enemies
came upon him, and fire was called down from heaven and
destroyed them.

The spirit of Elias is first, Elijah second, and Messiah last.
Elias is a forerunner to prepare the way, and the spirit and power
of Elijah is to come after, holding the keys of power, building the
Temple to the capstone, placing the seals of the Melchizedek
Priesthood upon the house of Israel, and making all things ready;
then Messiah comes to His Temple, which is last of all.

Messiah is above the spirit and power of Elijah, for He made
the world, and was that spiritual rock unto Moses in the
wilderness. Elijah was to come and prepare the way and build up
the kingdom before the coming of the great day of the Lord,
although the spirit of Elias might begin it.

I have asked of the Lord concerning His coming; and while
asking the Lord, He gave a sign and said, “In the days of Noah
I set a bow in the heavens as a sign and token that in any year
that the bow should be seen the Lord would not come; but there
should be seed time and harvest during that year: but whenever
you see the bow withdrawn, it shall be a token that there shall be
famine, pestilence, and great distress among the nations, and that
the coming of the Messiah is not far distant.

But I will take the responsibility upon myself to prophesy in
the name of the Lord, that Christ will not come this year, as
Father Miller has prophesied, for we have seen the bow; and I
also prophesy, in the name of the Lord, that Christ will not come
in forty years; and if God ever spoke by my mouth, He will not
come in that length of time. Brethren, when you go home, write
this down, that it may be remembered.

Jesus Christ never did reveal to any man the precise time
that He would come. Go and read the Scriptures, and you cannot
find anything that specifies the exact hour He would come; and
all that say so are false teachers.

There are some important things concerning the office of the
Messiah in the organization of the world. which I will speak of
hereafter, May God Almighty bless you and pour out His Spirit
upon you, is the prayer of your unworthy servant. Amen.
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Beloved Saints, I will call the attention of this congregation
while I address you on the subject of the dead.  The decease of
our beloved brother, Elder King Follett, who was crushed in a
well by the falling of a tub of rock, has more immediately led me
to that subject.  I have been requested to speak by his friends and
relatives, but inasmuch as there are a great many in this
congregation who live in this city as well as elsewhere, who have
lost friends, I feel disposed to speak on the subject in general,
and offer you my ideas, so far as I have ability, and so far as I
shall be inspired by the Holy Spirit to dwell on this subject.

I want your prayers and faith that I may have the instruction
of Almighty God and the gift of the Holy Ghost, so that I may set
forth things that are true and which can be easily comprehended
by you, and that the testimony may carry conviction to your
hearts and minds of the truth of what I shall say.  Pray that the
Lord may strengthen my lungs, stay the winds, and let the
prayers of the Saints to heaven appear, that they may enter into
the ears of the Lord of Sabbaoth, for the effectual prayers of the
righteous avail much.  There is strength here, and I verily believe
that your prayers will be heard.

Before I enter fully into the investigation of the subject
which is lying before me, I wish to pave the way and bring up the
subject from the beginning, that you may understand it.  I will
make a few preliminaries, in order that you may understand the
subject when I come to it.  I do not intend to please your ears
with superfluity of words or oratory, or with much learning; but
I intend to edify you with the simple truths from heaven.

 The Character of God
In the first place, I wish to go back to the beginning -- to the

morn of creation.  There is the starting point for us to look to, in
order to understand and be fully acquainted with the mind,
purposes and decrees of the Great Elohim, who sits in yonder
heavens as he did at the creation of this world.  It is necessary for
us to have an understanding of God himself in the beginning.  If
we start right, it is easy to go right all the time; but if we start
wrong, we may go wrong, and it be a hard matter to get right.

There are but a very few beings in the world who understand
rightly the character of God.  The great majority of mankind do
not comprehend anything, either that which is past, or that
which is to come, as it respects their relationship to God.  They
do not know, neither do they understand the nature of that
relationship; and consequently they know but little above the
brute beast, or more than to eat, drink and sleep.  This is all man
knows about God or his existence, unless it is given by the
inspiration of the Almighty.

If a man learns nothing more than to eat, drink and sleep,

and does not comprehend any of the designs of God, the beast
comprehends the same things.  It eats, drinks, sleeps, and knows
nothing more about God; yet it knows as much as we, unless we
are able to comprehend by the inspiration of Almighty God.  If
men do not comprehend the character of God, they do not
comprehend themselves.  I want to go back to the beginning, and
so lift you minds into a more lofty sphere and a more exalted
understanding than what the human mind generally aspires to.

What Kind of Being Is God?
I want to ask this congregation, every man, woman and

child, to answer the question in their own heart, what kind of a
being God is?  Ask yourselves; turn your thought into your
hearts, and say if any of you have seen, heard, or communed with
him.  This is a question the may occupy your attention for a long
time.  I again repeat the question -- What kind of a being is God?
Does any man or woman know?  Have any of you seen him,
heard him, or communed with him?  Here is the question that
will, peradventure, from this time henceforth occupy your
attention.  The Scriptures inform us that “This is life eternal that
they might know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom
thou hast sent.”

If any man does not know God, and inquires what kind of a
being he is, -- if he will search diligently his own heart -- if the
declaration of Jesus and the apostles be true, he will realize that
he has not eternal life; for there can be eternal life on no other
principle.

My first object is to find out the character of the only wise
and true God, and what kind of a being he is; and if I am so
fortunate as to be the man to comprehend God, and explain or
convey the principles to your hearts, so that the Spirit seals them
upon you, then let every man and woman henceforth sit in
silence, put their hands on their mouths, and never lift their
hands or voices, or say anything against the man of God or the
servants of God again.  But if I fail to do it, it becomes my duty
to renounce all further pretensions to revelations and
inspirations, or to be a prophet; and I should be like the rest of
the world -- a false teacher, be hailed as a friend, and no man
would seek my life.  But if all religious teachers were honest
enough to renounce their pretensions to godliness when their
ignorance of the knowledge of God is made manifest, they will
all be as badly off as I am, at any rate; and you might as well take
the lives of other false teachers as that of mine, if I am false.  If
any man is authorized to take away my life because he thinks and
says I am a false teacher, then, upon the same principle, we
should be justified in taking away the life of every false teacher,
and where would be the end of blood?  And who would not be



the sufferer?

The Privilege of Religious Freedom
But meddle not with any man for his religion: and all

governments ought to permit every man to enjoy his religion
unmolested.  No man is authorized to take away life in
consequence of difference of religion, which all laws and
governments ought to tolerate and protect, right or wrong.  Every
man has a natural, and, in our country, a constitutional right to
be a false prophet, as well as a true prophet.  If I show, verily,
that I have the truth of God, and show that ninety-nine out of
every hundred professing religious ministers are false teachers,
having no authority, while they pretend to hold the keys of God’s
kingdom on earth, and was to kill them because they are false
teachers, it would deluge the whole world with blood.

I will prove that the world is wrong, by showing what God
is.  I am going to enquire after God; for I want you all to know
him, and to be familiar with him; and if I am bringing you to a
knowledge of him, all persecutions against me ought to cease.
You will then know that I am his servant; for I speak as one
having authority.

God an Exalted Man
I will go back to the beginning before the world was, to show

what kind of being God is.  What sort of a being was God in the
beginning?  Open your ears and hear, all ye ends of the earth, for
I am going to prove it to you by the Bible, and to tell you the
designs of God in relation to the human race, and why He
interferes with the affairs of man.

God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted man,
and sits enthroned in yonder heavens!  That is the great secret.
If the veil were rent today, and the great God who holds this
world in its orbit, and who upholds all worlds and all things by
his power, was to make himself visible, -- I say, if you were to
see him today, you would see him like a man in form -- like
yourselves in all the person, image, and very form as a man; for
Adam was created in the very fashion, image and likeness of
God, and received instruction from, and walked, talked and
conversed with him, as one man talks and communes with
another.

In order to understand the subject of the dead, for
consolation of those who mourn for the loss of their friends, it is
necessary we should understand the character and being of God
and how he came to be so; for I am going to tell you how God
came to be God.  We have imagined and supposed that God was
God from all eternity.  I will refute that idea, and take away the
veil, so that you may see.

These are incomprehensible ideas to some, but they are
simple.  It is the first principle of the Gospel to know for a
certainty the Character of God, and to know that we may
converse with him as one man converses with another, and that
he was once a man like us; yea, that God himself, the Father of
us all, dwelt on an earth, the same as Jesus Christ himself did;
and I will show it from the Bible.

Power of the Father and the Son
I wish I was in a suitable place to tell it, and that I had the

trump of an archangel, so that I could tell the story in such a

manner that persecution would cease for ever.  What did Jesus
say?  (Mark it, Elder Rigdon!) The Scriptures inform us that
Jesus said, As the Father hath power in Himself, even so hath the
Son power -- to do what?  Why, what the Father did.  The
answer is obvious -- in a manner to lay down His body and take
it up again.  Jesus, what are you going to do?  To lay down my
life as my Father did, and take it up again.  Do we believe it?  I
you do not believe it, you do not believe the Bible. The Scriptures
say it, and I defy all the learning and wisdom and all the
combined powers of earth and hell together to refute it.

Here, then, is eternal life -- to know the only wise and true
God; and you have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves, and
to be kings and priests to God, the same as all Gods have done
before you, namely, by going from one small degree to another,
and from a small capacity to a great one; from grace to grace,
from exaltation to exaltation, until you attain to the resurrection
of the dead, and are able to dwell in everlasting burnings, and to
sit in glory, as do those who sit enthroned in everlasting power.
And I want you to know that God, in the last days, while certain
individuals are proclaiming his name, is not trifling with you or
me.

The Righteous to Dwell in Everlasting Burnings
These are the first principles of consolation.  How consoling

to the mourners when they are called to part with a husband,
wife, father, mother, child, or dear relative, to know that,
although the earthly tabernacle is laid down and dissolved, they
shall rise again to dwell in everlasting burnings in immortal
glory, not to sorrow, suffer, or die any more; but they shall be
heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ.  What is it?  To
inherit the same power, the same glory and the same exaltation,
until you arrive at the station of a God, and ascend the throne of
eternal power, the same as those who have gone before.  What
did Jesus do?  Why; I do the things I saw my Father do when
worlds come rolling into existence.  My Father worked out his
kingdom with fear and trembling, and I must do the same; and
when I get my kingdom, I shall present it to my Father, so that
he may obtain kingdom upon kingdom, and it will exalt him in
glory.  He will then take a higher exaltation, and I will take his
place, and thereby become exalted myself.  So that Jesus treads
in the tracks of his Father, and inherits what God did before; and
God is thus glorified and exalted in the salvation and exaltation
of all his children.  It is plain beyond disputation, and you thus
learn some of the first principles of the Gospel, about which so
much hath been said.

When you climb up a ladder, you must begin at the bottom,
and ascend step by step, until you arrive at the top; and so it is
with the principles of the Gospel -- you must begin with the first,
and go on until you learn all the principles of exaltation.  But it
will be a great while after you have passed through the veil
before you will have learned them.  It is not all to be
comprehended in this world; it will be a great work to learn our
salvation and exaltation even beyond the grave.  I suppose I am
not allowed to go into an investigation of anything that is not
contained in the Bible.  If I do, I think there are so many
over-wise men here, that they would cry “treason” and put me to
death.  So I will go to the old Bible and turn commentator today.



Meaning of the Hebrew Scriptures
I shall comment on the very first Hebrew word in the Bible;

I will make a comment on the very first sentence of the history
of the creation in the Bible -- Berosheit.  I want to analyze the
word.  Baith -- in, by through, and everything else.  Rosh -- the
head.  Sheit -- grammatical termination.  When the inspired man
wrote it, he did not put the baith there.  An old Jew without any
authority added the word; he thought it too bad to begin to talk
about the head!  It read first, “The head one of the Gods brought
forth the Gods.”  That is the true meaning of the words.  Baurau
signifies to bring forth.  If you do not believe it, you do not
believe the learned man of God.  Learned men can teach you no
more than what I have told you.  Thus the head God brought
forth the Gods in the grand council.

I will transpose and simplify it in the English language.  Oh,
ye lawyers, ye doctors, and ye priests, who have persecuted me,
I want to let you know that the Holy Ghost knows something as
well as you do.  The head God called together the Gods and sat
in grand council to bring forth the world.  The grand councilors
sat at the head in yonder heavens and contemplated the creation
of the worlds which were created at the time.  When I say doctors
and lawyers, I mean the doctors and lawyers of the Scriptures.
I have done so hitherto without explanation, to let the lawyers
flutter and everybody laugh at them.  Some learned doctors
might take a notion to say the Scriptures say thus and so; and we
might believe the Scriptures; they are not to be altered.  But I am
going to show you an error in them.

I have an old edition of the New Testament in the Latin,
Hebrew, German and Greek languages.  I have been reading the
German, and find it to be the most [nearly] correct translation,
and to correspond nearest to the revelations which God has given
to me for the last fourteen years.  It tells about Jacobus, the son
of Zebedee.  It means Jacob.  In the English New Testament it is
translated James.  Now, if Jacob had the keys, you might talk
about James through all eternity and never get the keys.  In the
21st of the fourth chapter of Matthew, my old German edition
gives the word Jacob instead of James.

The doctors (I mean doctors of law, no physic) say, “If you
preach anything no according to the Bible, we will cry treason.”
How can we escape the damnation of hell, except God be with us
and reveal to us?  Men bind us with chains.  The Latin says
Jacob and the german says Jacob; here we have the testimony of
four against one.  I thank God that I have got this old book; but
I thank him more for the gift of the Holy Ghost.  I have got the
oldest book in the world; but I [also] have the oldest book in my
heart, even the gift of the Holy Ghost.  I have all the four
Testaments.  Come here, ye learned men, and read, if you can.
I should not have introduced this testimony, were it not to back
up the word rosh -- the head, the Father of the Gods.  I should
not have brought it up, only to show that I am right.

A Council of the Gods
In the beginning, the head of the Gods called a council of

the Gods; and they came together and concocted a plan to create
the world and people it.  When we begin to learn this way, we
begin to learn the only true God, and what kind of a being we
have got to worship.  Having a knowledge of God, we begin to
know how to approach him, and how to ask so as to receive an

answer.  When we understand the character of God, and how to
come to him, he begins to unfold the heavens to us, and to tell us
all about it.  When we are ready to come to him, he is ready to
come to us.

Now, I ask all who hear me, why the learned men who are
preaching salvation, say that God created the heavens and the
earth out of nothing?  The reason is, that they are unlearned in
the things of God, and have not the gift of the Holy Ghost; they
account it blasphemy in any one to contradict their idea.  If you
tell them that God made the world out of something, they will
call you a fool.  But I am learned, and know more than all the
world put together.  The Holy Ghost does, anyhow, and He is
within me, and comprehends more than all the world: and I will
associate myself with Him.

Meaning of the Word Create
You ask the learned doctors why they say the world was

made out of nothing; and they will answer, “Doesn’t the Bible
say He created the world?”  And they infer, from the word
create, that it must have been made out of nothing.  Now, the
word create came from the baurau which does not mean to create
out of nothing; it means to organize; the same as a man would
organize materials and build a ship. Hence, we infer that God
had materials to organize the world out of chaos -- chaotic
matter, which is element, and in which dwells all the glory.
Element had an existence from the time he had.  The pure
principles of element are principles which can never be
destroyed; they may be organized and re-organized, but not
destroyed.  They had no beginning, and can have no end.

The Immortal Spirit
I have another subject to dwell upon, which is calculated to

exalt man; but it is impossible for me to say much on this subject.
I shall therefore just touch upon it, for time will not permit me to
say all.  It is associated with the subject of the resurrection of the
dead, -- namely, the soul -- the mind of man -- the immortal
spirit. Where did it come from?  All learned men and doctors of
divinity say that God created it in the beginning; but it is not so:
the very idea lessens man in my estimation.  I do not believe the
doctrine; I know better.  Hear it, all ye ends of the world; for God
has told me so; and if you don’t believe me, it will not make the
truth without effect.  I will make a man appear a fool before I get
through; if he does not believe it.  I am going to tell of things
more noble.

We say that God himself is a self-existent being.  Who told
you so?  It is correct enough; but how did it get into you heads?
Who told you that man did not exist in like manner upon the
same principles?  Man does exist upon the same principles.  God
made a tabernacle and put a spirit into it, and it became a living
soul.  (Refers to the old Bible.) How does it read in the Hebrew?
It does not say in the Hebrew that God created the spirit of man.
It says “God made man out of the earth and put into him Adam’s
spirit, and so became a living body.”

The mind or the intelligence which man possesses is
co-equal with God himself.  I know that my testimony is true;
hence, when I talk to these mourners, what have they lost?  Their
relatives and friends are only separated from their bodies for a
short season: their spirits which existed with God have left the



tabernacle of clay only for a little moment, as it were; and they
now exist in a place where they converse together the same as we
do on the earth.

I am dwelling on the immortality of the spirit of man.  Is it
logical to say that the intelligence of spirits is immortal, and yet
that it had a beginning?  The intelligence of spirits had not
beginning, neither will it have an end.  That is good logic.  That
which has a beginning may have an end.  There never was a time
when there were not spirits; for they are co-equal [co-eternal]
with our Father in heaven.

I want to reason more on the spirit of man; for I am dwelling
on the body and spirit of man -- on the subject of the dead.  I take
my ring from my finger and liken it unto the mind of man -- the
immortal part, because it has no beginning.  Suppose you cut it
in two; then it has a beginning and an end; but join it again, and
it continues one eternal round.  So with the spirit of man.  As the
Lord liveth, if it had a beginning, it will have an end.  All the
fools and learned and wise men from the beginning of creation,
who say that the spirit of man had a beginning, prove that it
must have an end; and if that doctrine is true, then the doctrine
of annihilation would be true.  But if I am right, I might with
boldness proclaim from the house-tops that God never had the
power to create the spirit of man at all.  God himself could not
create himself.

Intelligence is eternal and exists upon a self-existent
principle.  It is a spirit from age to age, and there is no creation
about it.  All the minds and spirits that God ever sent into the
world are susceptible of enlargement.

The Power to Advance in Knowledge
The first principles of man are self-existent with God.  God

himself, finding he was in the midst of spirits and glory, because
he was more intelligent, saw proper to institute laws whereby the
rest could have a privilege to advance like himself.  The
relationship we have with God places us in a situation to advance
in knowledge.  He has power to institute laws to instruct the
weaker intelligences, that they may be exalted with himself, so
that they might have one glory upon another, and all that
knowledge, power, glory, and intelligence, which is requisite in
order to save them in the world of spirits.

This is good doctrine.  It tastes good.  I can taste the
principles of eternal life, and so can you.  They are given to my
by the revelations of Jesus Christ; and I know that when I tell
you these words of eternal life as they are given to me, you taste
them, and I know that you believe them.  You say honey is sweet,
and so do I.  I can also taste the spirit of eternal life.  I know it is
good; and when I tell you of these things which were given my
be inspiration of the Holy Spirit, you are bound to receive them
as sweet, and rejoice more and more.

The Relation of Man to God
I want to talk more of the relation of man to God.  I will

open your eyes in relation to your dead.  All things whatsoever
God in his infinite wisdom has seen fit and proper to reveal to us,
while we are dwelling in mortality, in regard to our mortal
bodies, are revealed to us in the abstract, and independent of
affinity of this mortal tabernacle, but are revealed to our spirits
precisely as though we had no bodies at all; and those revelations

which will save our spirits will save our bodies.  God reveals
them to us in view of no eternal dissolution of the body, or
tabernacle.  Hence the responsibility, the awful responsibility,
that rests upon us in relation to our dead; for all the spirits who
have not obeyed the Gospel in the flesh must either obey it in the
spirit or be damned.  Solemn thought! -- dreadful thought!  Is
there nothing to be done? -- no preparation -- no salvation for
our fathers and friends who have died without having had the
opportunity to obey the decrees of the Son of Man?  Would to
God that I had forty days and nights in which to tell you all!  I
would let you know that I am not a “fallen prophet.”

Our Greatest Responsibility
What promises are made in relation to the subject of the

salvation of the dead?  and what kind of characters are those who
can be saved, although their bodies are mouldering and decaying
in the grave?  When his commandments teach us, it is in view of
eternity; for we are looked upon by God as though we were in
eternity.  God dwells in eternity, and does not view things as we
do.

The greatest responsibility in this world that God has laid
upon us is to seek after our dead.  The Apostle says, “They
without us cannot be made perfect;” (Hebrews 11:40) for it is
necessary that the sealing power should be in our hands to seal
our children and our dead for the fulness of the dispensation of
times -- a dispensation to meet the promises made by Jesus
Christ before the foundation of the world for the salvation of
man.

Now, I will speak of them.  I will meet Paul half way.  I say
to you, Paul, you cannot be perfect without us.  It is necessary
that those who are going before and those who come after us
should have salvation in common with us; and thus hath God
made it obligatory upon man.  Hence, God said, “I will send you
Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful
day of the Lord; and he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the
children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come
and smite the earth with a curse.”  (Malachi 4:5-6.)

A Salvation for Men
I have a declaration to make as to the provisions which God

hath made to suit the conditions of man -- made for before the
foundation of the world.  What has Jesus said?  All sin, and all
blasphemies, and every transgression, except one, that man can
be guilty of, may be forgiven; and there is a salvation for all men,
either in this world or the world to come, who have not
committed the unpardonable sin, there being a provision either
in this world or the world of spirits.  Hence God hath made a
provision that every spirit in the eternal world can be ferreted out
and saved unless he has committed that unpardonable sin which
cannot be remitted to him either in this world or the world of
spirits.  God has wrought out a salvation for all men, unless they
have committed a certain sin; and every man who has a friend in
the eternal world can save him, unless he has committed the
unpardonable sin.  And so you can see how far you can be a
savior.

The Unpardonable Sin
A man cannot commit the unpardonable sin after the



dissolution of the body, and there is a way possible for escape.
Knowledge saves a man; and in the world of spirits no man can
be exalted but by knowledge.  So long as a man will not give
heed to the commandments, he must abide without salvation.  If
a man has knowledge, he can be saved; although, if he has been
guilty of great sins, he will be punished for them.  But when he
consents to obey the Gospel, whether here or in the world of
spirits, he is saved.

A man is his own tormenter and his own condemner.  Hence
the saying, They shall go into the lake that burns with fire and
brimstone.  The torment of disappointment in the mind of man
is as exquisite as a lake burning with fire and brimstone.  I say,
so is the torment of man.

I know the Scriptures and understand them.  I said, no man
can commit the unpardonable sin after the dissolution of the
body, nor in this life, until he receives the Holy Ghost but they
must do it in this world.  Hence the salvation of Jesus Christ was
wrought out for all men, in order to triumph over the devil; for
if it did not catch him in one place, it would in another; for he
stood up as a Savior.  All will suffer until they obey Christ
himself.

The contention in heaven was -- Jesus said there would be
certain souls that would not be saved; and the devil said he could
save them all, and laid his plans before the grand council, who
gave their vote in favor of Jesus Christ.  So the devil rose up in
rebellion against God, and was cast down, with all who put up
their heads for him.  (Book of Moses -- Pearl of Great Price,
Chap. 4:1-4; Book of Abraham, Chap. 3:23-28.)

The Forgiveness of Sins
All sins shall be forgiven, except the sin against the Holy

Ghost; for Jesus will save all except the sons of perdition.  What
must a man do to commit the unpardonable sin?  He must receive
the Holy Ghost, have the heavens opened unto him, and know
God, and then sin against Him.  After a man has sinned against
the Holy Ghost, there is no repentance for him.  He has got to say
that the sun does not shine while he sees it; he has got to deny
Jesus Christ when the heavens have been opened unto him, and
to deny the plan of salvation with his eyes open to the truth of it;
and from that time he begins to be an enemy.  This is the case
with many apostates of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints.

When a man begins to be an enemy to this work, he hunts
me, he seeks to kill me, and never ceases to thirst for my blood.
He gets the spirit of the devil -- the same spirit that they had who
crucified the Lord of Life -- the same spirit that sins against the
Holy Ghost.  You cannot save such persons; you cannot bring
them to repentance; they make open war, like the devil, and
awful is the consequence.

I advise all of you to be careful what you do, or you may
by-and-by find out that you have been deceived.  Stay yourselves;
do not give way; don’t make any hasty moves, you may be saved.
If a spirit of bitterness is in you, don’t be in haste.  You may say,
that man is a sinner.  Well, if he repents, he shall be forgiven.
Be cautious: await.  When you find a spirit that wants bloodshed
-- murder, the same is not of God, but is of the devil.  Out of the
abundance of the heart of man the mouth speaketh.

“In My Father’s House”
The best men bring forth the best works.  The man who tells

you words of life is the man who can save you.  I warn you
against all evil characters who sin against the Holy Ghost; for
there is no redemption for them in this world nor in the world to
come.

I could go back and trace every subject of interest concerning
the relationship of man to God, if I had time.  I can enter into the
mysteries; I can enter largely into the eternal worlds; for Jesus
said, “In my Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so,
I would have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you” (John
14:2).  Paul says, “There is one glory of the sun, and another
glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for one star
differeth from another star in glory.  So also is the resurrection
of the dead” (1 Cor. 15:41).  What have we to console us in
relation to the dead?  We have reason to have the greatest hope
and consolations for our dead of any people on the earth; for we
have seen them walk worthily in our midst, and seen them sink
asleep in the arms of Jesus; and those who have died in the faith
are now in the celestial kingdom of God.  And hence is the glory
of the sun.

Righteous Mourners Rejoice
You mourners have occasion to rejoice, speaking of the

death of Elder King Follett; for your husband and father is gone
to wait until the resurrection of the dead -- until the perfection of
the remainder; for at the resurrection your friend will rise in
perfect felicity and go to celestial glory, while many must wait
myriads of years before they can receive the like blessings; and
your expectations and hopes are far above what man can
conceive; for why has God revealed it to us?

I am authorized to say, by the authority of the Holy Ghost,
that you have no occasion to fear; for he is gone to the home of
the just.  Don’t mourn, don’t weep.  I know it by the testimony
of the Holy Ghost that is within me; and you may wait for your
friends to come forth to meet you in the morn of the celestial
world.

Rejoice, O Israel!  Your friends who have been murdered for
the truth’s sake in the persecutions shall triumph gloriously in
the celestial world, while their murderers shall welter for ages in
torment, even until they shall have paid the uttermost farthing.
I say this for the benefit of strangers.

I have a father, brothers, children, and friends who have
gone to a world of spirits.  They are only absent for a moment.
They are in the spirit, and we shall soon meet again.  The time
will soon arrive when the trumpet shall sound.  When we depart,
we shall hail our mothers, fathers, friends, and all whom we
love, who have fallen asleep in Jesus.  There will be no fear of
mobs, persecutions, or malicious lawsuits and arrests; but it will
be an eternity of felicity.
                                 *  *  *

Baptism
I will leave this subject here, and make a few remarks on the

subject of baptism.  The baptism of water, without the baptism of
fire and the Holy Ghost attending it, is of no use; they are
necessarily and inseparably connected.  An individual must be
born of water and the Spirit in order to get into the kingdom of
God.  In the German, the text bears me out the same as the



revelations which I have given and taught for the last fourteen
years on that subject.  I have the testimony to put in their teeth.
My testimony has been true all the time.  You will find it in the
declaration of John the Baptist.  (Reads from the German.) John
says, “I baptize you with water, but when Jesus comes, who has
the power (or keys), he shall administer the baptism of fire and
the Holy Ghost.”  Where is now all the sectarian world?  And if
this testimony is true, they are all damned as clearly as anathema
can do it.  I know the text is true.  I call upon all you Germans
who know that it is true to say, Aye.  (Loud shouts of “Aye.”)

Alexander Campbell, how are you going to save people with
water alone?  For John said his baptism was good for nothing
without the baptism of Jesus Christ.  “Therefore, not leaving the
principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection;
not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works,
and of faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, and of
laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal
judgment.  And this will we do, if God permit.”  (Heb. 6:1-3).

There is one God, one Father, one Jesus, one hope of our
calling, one baptism.  * * * Many talk of baptism not being
essential to salvation; but this kind of teaching would lay the
foundation of their damnation.  I have the truth, and am at the
defiance of the world to contradict me, if they can.

I have now preached a little Latin, a little Hebrew, Greek,
and German; and I have fulfilled all.  I am not so big a fool as
many have taken me to be.  The Germans know that I read the
German correctly.

A Call to Repentance
Hear it, all ye ends of the earth -- all ye priests, all ye

sinners, and all men.  Repent!  repent!  Obey the Gospel.  Turn

to God; for your religion won’t save you, and you will be
damned.  I do not say how long.  There have been remarks made
concerning all men being redeemed from hell; but I say that
those who sin against the Holy Ghost cannot be forgiven in this
world or in the world to come; they shall die the second death.
Those who commit the unpardonable sin are doomed to Gnolom
-- to dwell in hell, worlds without end.  As they concoct scenes
of bloodshed in this world, so they shall rise to that resurrection
which is as the lake of fire and brimstone.  Some shall rise to the
everlasting burnings of God; for God dwells in everlasting
burnings, and some shall rise to the damnation of their own
filthiness, which is as exquisite a torment as the lake of fire and
brimstone.

I have intended my remarks for all, both rich and poor, bond
and free, great and small.  I have no enmity against any man.  I
love you all; but I hate some of your deeds.  I am your best
friend, and if persons miss their mark it is their own fault.  If I
reprove a man, and he hates me, he is a fool; for I love all men,
especially these my brethren and sisters.

I rejoice in hearing the testimony of my aged friends.  You
don’t know me; you never knew my heart.  No man knows my
history.  I cannot tell it: I shall never undertake it.  I don’t blame
any one for not believing my history.  If I had not experienced
what I have, I could not have believed it myself.  I never did
harm any man since I was born in the world.  My voice is always
for peace.

I cannot lie down until all my work is finished.  I never
think any evil, nor do anything to the harm of my fellowman.
When I am called by the trump of the archangel and weighed in
the balance, you will all know me then.  I add no more.  God
bless you all.  Amen. 

The Whole of America Zion
April 8, 1844

History of the Church, 6:318-319

The following was a synopsis of a discourse the Prophet delivered the next day after the King Follett Discourse:

President Joseph Smith said:--It is just as impossible, for me
to continue the subject of yesterday as to raise the dead. My lungs
are worn out. There is a time to all things, and I must wait. I will
give it up, and leave the time to those who can make you hear,
and I will continue the subject of my discourse some other time.
I want to make a proclamation to the Elders. I wanted you to
stay, in order that I might make this proclamation. You know
very well that the Lord has led this Church by revelation. I have
another revelation in relation to economy in the Church--a great,
grand, and glorious revelation. shall not be able to dwell as
largely upon it now as at some other time; will give you the first
principles. You know there has been great discussion in relation
to Zion--where it is, and where the gathering of the dispensation
is, and which I am now going to tell you. The prophets have
spoken and written upon it; but I will make a proclamation that
will cover a broader ground. The whole of America is Zion itself
from north to south, and is described by the Prophets, who
declare that it is the Zion where the mountain of the Lord should

be, and that it should be in the center of the land. When Elders
shall take up and examine the old Prophecies in the Bible, they
will see it.

The declaration this morning is, that as soon as the Temple
and baptismal font are prepared, we calculate to give the Elders
of Israel their washings and anointings, and attend to those last
and more impressive ordinances, without which we cannot
obtain celestial thrones. But there must be a holy place prepared
for that purpose. There was a proclamation made during the time
that the foundation of the Temple was laid to that effect, and
there are provisions made until the work is completed, so that
men may receive their endowments and be made kings and
priests unto the Most High God, having nothing to do with
temporal things, but their whole time will be taken up with
things pertaining to the house of God. There must, however, be
a place built expressly for that purpose, and for men to be
baptized for their dead. It must be built in this the central place;
for every man who wishes to save his father, mother, brothers,



sisters and friends, must go through all the ordinances for each
one of them separately, the same as for himself, from baptism to
ordination, washings and anointings, and receive all the keys and
powers of the Priesthood, the same as for himself.

I have received instructions from the Lord that from
henceforth wherever the Elders of Israel shall build up churches
and branches unto the Lord throughout the States, there shall be
a stake of Zion. In the great cities, as Boston, New York, &c.,
there shall be stakes. It is a glorious proclamation, and I reserved
it to the last, and designed it to be understood that this work shall
commence after the washings, anointings and endowments have
been performed here.

The Lord has an established law in relation to the matter:
there must be a particular spot for the salvation of our dead. I 

verily believe there will be a place, and hence men who want to
save their dead can come and bring their families, do their work
by being baptized and attending to the other ordinances for their
dead, and then may go back again to live and wait till they go to
receive their reward. I shall leave my brethren to enlarge on this
subject: it is my duty to teach the doctrine.  I would teach it more
fully--the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak. God is not
willing to let me gratify you; but I must teach the Elders, and
they should teach you. God made Aaron to be the mouth piece
for the children of Israel, and He will make me be god to you in
His stead, and the Elders to be mouth for me; and if you don’t
like it, you must lump it. I have been giving Elder Adams
instruction in some principles to speak to you, and if he makes
a mistake, I will get up and correct him.

Sermon in The Grove
Meeting in the Grove, east of the Temple, June 16, 1844

History of the Church 6:473-479

The following sermon is the last doctrinal discourse the Prophet gave.

President Joseph Smith read the 3rd chapter of Revelation,
and took for his text 1st chapter, 6th verse -- “And hath made us
kings and priests unto God and His Father: to Him be glory and
dominion forever and ever.  Amen.”

It is altogether correct in the translation.  Now, you know
that of late some malicious and corrupt men have sprung up and
apostatized from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
and they declare that the Prophet believes in a plurality of Gods,
and, lo and behold!  we have discovered a very great secret, they
cry -- “The Prophet says there are many Gods, and this proves
that he has fallen.”

It has been my intention for a long time to take up this
subject and lay it clearly before the people, and show what my
faith is in relation to this interesting matter.  I have contemplated
the saying of Jesus (Luke 17th chapter, 26th verse) -- “And as it
was in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the Son
of Man.”  And if it does rain, I’ll preach this doctrine, for the
truth shall be preached.

Plurality of Gods
I will preach on the plurality of Gods.  I have selected this

text for that express purpose.  I wish to declare I have always and
in all congregations when I have preach on the subject of the
Deity, it has been the plurality of Gods.  I has been preached by
the Elders for fifteen years.

I have always declared God to be a distinct personage, Jesus
Christ a separate and distinct personage from God the Father,
and the Holy Ghost was a distinct personage and a Spirit: and
these three constitute three distinct personages and three Gods.
If this is in accordance with the New Testament, lo and behold!
we have three Gods anyhow, and they are plural; and who can
contradict it?

Our text says, “And hath made us kings and priests unto
God and His Father.”  The Apostles have discovered that there
were Gods above, for John says God was the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ.  My object was to preach the scriptures, and preach

the doctrine they contain, there being a God above, the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ.  I am bold to declare I have taught all the
stronger doctrines in public than in private.

John was one of the men, and apostles declare they were
made kings and priests unto God, the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.  It reads just so in the Revelation, Hence the doctrine of
a plurality of Gods is as prominent in the Bible as any other
doctrine.  It is all over the face of the Bible.  It stands beyond the
power of controversy.  A wayfaring man, though a fool, need not
err therein.

Paul says there are Gods many and Lords many.  I want to
set it forth in a plain and simple manner; but to us there is but
one God -- that is pertaining to us; and he is in all and through
all.  But if Joseph Smith says there are Gods many and Lords
many, they cry, “Away with him!  Crucify him!  Crucify him!”

Mankind verily say that the Scriptures are with them.
Search the Scriptures, for they testify of things that these
apostates would gravely pronounce blasphemy.  Paul, if Joseph
Smith is a blasphemer, you are.  I say there are Gods many and
Lords many, but to us only one, and we are to be in subjection to
that one, and no man can limit the bounds or the eternal
existence of eternal time.  Hath he beheld the eternal world, and
is he authorized to say that there is only one God?  He makes
himself a fool if he thinks or says so, and there is and end of his
career or progress in knowledge.  He cannot obtain all
knowledge, for he has sealed up the gate to it.

Scriptural Interpretation
Some say I do not interpret the Scripture the same as they

do.  They say it means the heathen’s gods.  Paul says there are
Gods many and Lords many; and that makes a plurality of Gods,
in spite of the whims of all men.  Without a revelation, I am no
going to give them the knowledge of the God of heaven.  You
know and I testify that Paul had no allusion to the heathen gods.
I have it from God, and get over it if you can.  I have a witness
of the Holy Ghost, and a testimony that Paul had no allusion to



the heathen gods in the text.  I will show from the Hebrew Bible
that I am correct, and the first word shows a plurality of Gods;
and I want the apostates and learned men to come here and prove
to the contrary, if they can.  An unlearned boy must give you a
little Hebrew.  Berosheit baurau Eloheim ait aushamayeen vehau
auraits, rendered by King James’ translators, “In the beginning
God created the heaven and the earth.”  I want to analyze the
word Berosheit.  Rosh, the head; Sheit, a grammatical
termination; the Baith was not originally put there when the
inspired man wrote it, but it has been since added by an old Jew.
Baurau signifies to bring forth; Eloheim is from the word Eloi,
God, in the singular number; and by adding the word heim, it
renders it Gods.  It read first, “In the beginning he head of the
Gods brought forth the Gods,” or, as other have translated it,
“The head of the Gods called the Gods together.”  I want to show
a little learning as well as other fools.  

The head God organized the heavens and the earth.  I defy
all the world to refute me.  In the beginning the heads of the
Gods organized the heavens and the earth.  Now the learned
priests and the people rage, and the heathen imagine a vain
thing.  If we pursue the Hebrew text further, it reads,  “Berosheit
baurau Eloheim ait aushamayeen vehau auraits.” -- “The head
one of the Gods said, Let us make a man in our own image,” I
once asked a learned Jew, “If the Hebrew language compels us
to render all words ending in heim in the plural, why not render
the first Eloheim plural?”  He replied, “That is the rule with few
exceptions; but in this case it would ruin the Bible.”  He
acknowledged I was right.  I came here to investigate these
things precisely as I believe them.  Hear and judge for
yourselves; and if you go away satisfied, well and good.

In the very beginning the Bible shows there is a plurality of
Gods beyond the power of refutation.  It is a great subject I am
dwelling on.  The word Eloheim ought to be in the plural all the
way through -- Gods.  The heads of the Gods appointed one God
for us; and when you take [that] view of the subject, its sets one
free to see all the beauty, holiness and perfection of the Gods.
All I want is to get the simple, naked truth, and the whole truth.

Many men say there is one God; the Father, the Son and the
Holy Ghost are only one God.  I say that is a strange God anyhow
-- three in one, and one in three!  It is a curious organization.
“Father, I pray not for the world, but I pray for them which thou
hast given me.”  “Holy Father, keep through Thine own name
those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one as we are.”
All are to be crammed into one God, according to sectarianism.
It would make the biggest God in all the world.  He would be a
wonderfully big God -- he would be a giant or a monster.  I want
to read the text to you myself -- “I am agreed with the Father and
the Father is agreed with me, and we are agreed as one.”  The
Greek shows that it should be agreed.  “Father, I pray for them
which Thou hast given me out of the world, and not for those
alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their
word, that they all may be agreed, as Thou, Father, are with me,
and I with Thee, that they also may be agreed with us,” and all
come to dwell in unity, and in all the glory and everlasting
burnings of the Gods; and then we shall see as we are seen, and
be as our God and He as His Father.  I want to reason a little on
this subject.  I learned it by translating the papyrus which is now
in my house.

Abraham’s Reasoning
I learned a testimony concerning Abraham, and he reasoned

concerning the God of heaven.  “In order to do that,” said he,
“suppose we have two facts: that supposes another fact may exist
-- two men on the earth, one wise than the other, would logically
show that another who is wiser than the wisest may exist.
Intelligences exist one above another, so that there is no end to
them.”

If Abraham reasoned thus -- If Jesus Christ was the Son of
God, and John discovered that God the Father of Jesus Christ
had a Father, you may suppose that He had a Father also.  Where
was there ever a son without a father?  And where was there ever
a father without first being a son?  Whenever did a tree or
anything spring into existence without a progenitor?  And
everything comes in this way.  Paul says that which is earthly is
in the likeness of that which is heavenly, Hence if Jesus had a
Father, can we not believe that He had a Father also?  I despise
the idea of being scared to death at such a doctrine, for the Bible
is full of it.

I want you to pay particular attention to what I am saying.
Jesus said that the Father wrought precisely in the same way as
His Father had done before Him.  As the Father had done before?
He laid down His life, and took it up the same as His Father had
done before.  He did as He was sent, to lay down His life and take
it up again; and then was committed unto Him the keys.  I know
it is good reasoning.

The Church Being Purged
I have reason to think that the Church is being purged.  I

saw Satan fall from heaven, and the way they ran was a caution.
All these are wonders and marvels in our eyes in these last days.
So long as men are under the law of God, they have no fears --
they do not scare themselves.

I want to stick to my text, to show that when men open their
lips against these truths they do not injure me, but injure
themselves.  To the law and to the testimony, for these principles
are poured out all over the Scriptures.  When things that are of
the greatest importance are passed over by the weak-minded men
without even a thought, I want to see truth in all its bearings and
hug it to my bosom.  I believe all that God ever revealed, and I
never hear of a man being damned for believing too much; but
they are damned for unbelief.

They found fault with Jesus Christ because He said He was
the Son of God, and made Himself equal with God.  They say of
me, like they did of the Apostles of old, that I must be put down.
What did Jesus say?  “Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are
Gods?  If He called them Gods unto whom the word of God
came, and the Scriptures cannot be broken, say ye of Him whom
the Father hath sanctified and sent into the world, Thou
blasphemest; because I said I am the Son of God?”  It was
through Him that they drank of the spiritual rock.  Of course He
would take the honor to Himself.  Jesus, if they were called Gods
unto whom the word of God came, why should it be thought
blasphemy that I should say I am the Son of God?

Eternal Glories
Go and read the vision in the Book of Covenants.  There is

clearly illustrated glory upon glory -- one glory of the sun,



another glory of the moon, and a glory of the stars; and as one
star differeth from another star in glory, even so do they of the
telestial world differ in glory, and every man who reigns in
celestial glory is a God to his dominions.  By the apostates
admitting the testimony of the Doctrine and Covenants they
damn themselves.  Paul, what do you say?  They impeached Paul
and all went and left him.  Paul had seven churches, and they
drove him off from among them; and yet they cannot do it by me.
I rejoice in that.  My testimony is good.

Paul says, “There is one glory of the sun, and another glory
of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for one star differeth
from another star in glory.  So also is the resurrection of the
dead.”  They who obtain a glorious resurrection from the dead,
are exalted far above principalities, powers, thrones, dominions
and angels, and are expressly declared to be heirs of God and
joint heirs with Jesus Christ, all having eternal power.

These Scriptures are a mixture of very strange doctrines to
the Christian world, who are blindly led by the blind.  I will refer
to another Scripture.  “Now,” says God, when He visited Moses
in the bush, (Moses was a stammering sort of a boy like me) God
said, “Thou shalt be a God unto the children of Israel.”  God
said, “Thou shalt be a God unto Aaron, and he shall be thy
spokesman.”  I believe those Gods that God reveals as Gods to be
sons of God, and all can cry, “Abba, Father!”  Sons of God who
exalt themselves to be Gods, even from before the foundation of
the world, and are the only Gods I have a reverence for.

John said he was a king.  “And from Jesus Christ, who is
the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the
Prince of the kings of the earth.  Unto Him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us
kings and priests unto God, and His Father; to him be glory and
dominion forever and ever, Amen.”  Oh, Thou God who art King
of kings and Lord of lords, the sectarian world, by their actions,

declare, “We cannot believe Thee.”
The old Catholic church traditions are worth more than all

you have said.  Here is a principle of logic that most men have no
more sense than to adopt.  I will illustrate it by an old apple tree.
Here jumps off a branch and says, I am the true tree, and you are
corrupt.  If the whole tree is corrupt, are not its branches corrupt?
If the Catholic religion is a false religion, how can any true
religion come out of it?  If the Catholic church is bad, how can
any good thing come out of it?  The character of the old churches
have always been slandered by all apostates since the world
began.

The Lord Will Not Acknowledge Traitors
I testify again, as the Lord lives, God never will

acknowledge any traitors or apostates.  Any man who will betray
the Catholics will betray you; and if he will betray me, he will
betray you.  All men are liars who say they are of the true Church
without the revelations of Jesus Christ and the Priesthood of
Melchizedek, which is after the order of the Son of God.

It is in the order of heavenly things that God should always
send a new dispensation into the world when men have
apostatized from the truth and lost the priesthood, but when men
come out and build upon other men’s foundations, they do it on
their own responsibility, without authority from God; and when
the floods come and the winds blow, their foundations will be
found to be sand, and their whole fabric will crumble to dust.

Did I build on any other man’s foundation?  I have got all
the truth which the Christian world possessed, and an
independent revelation in the bargain, and God will bear me off
triumphant.  I will drop this subject.  I wish I could speak for
three or four hours; but it is not expedient on account of the rain;
I would still go on, and show you proof upon proofs; all the Bible
is equal in support of this doctrine, one part as another.  


