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The Pre-Millennial Zion

Even before the Book of Mormon, which contains
the fulness of the gospel, was published to the world;
even before the coming of John the Baptist, and of Peter,
James, and John, and of other angelic ministrants, each
bringing their priesthoods keys, powers, and authorities;
even before the Church, as an organized body of
believers, was set up again on earth in this final
dispensation of grace -- before all this, the Lord by
revelation said to one person after another: “Keep my
commandments, and seek to bring forth and establish the
cause of Zion.” (D&C 6:6; 11:6; 12:6; 14:6.) After the
coming forth of the Book of Mormon, the restoration of
priesthood and keys, and the organization of the Church,
the command went forth to every elder in the kingdom:
“Thou art called to labor in my vineyard, and to build up
my church, and to bring forth Zion that it may rejoice
upon the hills and flourish.” (D&C 39:13.)

The building up of Zion -- that is our work! All that
we do in this life should be judged by this grand
standard: does it further the cause of Zion? What does it
profit a man if he gain the wealth of the world, the power
of kingdoms, the dominion of Caesars, unless what he
does furthers the interests of Zion? Those interests are
both temporal and spiritual and are concerned, solely and
exclusively, with the salvation of the souls of men.

How do we go about building up Zion and
strengthening her cause in all the earth? Between now
and the Second Coming, our course is one of building up
the Church and strengthening its influence among men.
As the Mosaic law was a schoolmaster preparing Israel
for the higher law of the gospel, so this pre-Millennial
period is one in which the saints prepare for that
Millennial glory reserved for those who abide the day of
His coming.

Our work is to preach the gospel to every nation and
kindred and tongue and people, in plainness and
perfection, by the power of the Spirit, unto the
convincing of those who hear our words. It is to gather
believing souls from Babylon and establish their feet in
the mountains of Israel, far from the damning evils of the
world.

Our work is to perfect the lives of the saints, leading
them gently and quietly in the way of righteousness,
until, in the full bloom of spiritual perfection, they have
received all the ordinances of the house of the Lord, have
sanctified their souls and are fit to dwell in the Glorious
Presence for a thousand years. This is the work in which
the Church and all its organizations are engaged, early
and late, day in and day out, and they will continue so to
labor until the perfect day dawns.

Our work is to redeem our dead, to offer them
through vicarious ordinances the same blessings -- those
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob -- which we have received
in our own propria persona, that they with us, the family
units being thus perfected, may enter into that rest of the
Lord which is the fulness of his glory.

Our work is to call more missionaries; to preach in
more nations; to organize new stakes; to build more
temples; to free ourselves from the blood and sins of this
generation; to keep the commandments; to stand in holy
places; to remain on the highway the Lord has cast up
whereon gathered Israel may march to their Millennial
Zion. Our work is to prepare a people for the Second
Coming. Temples must be built in Old Jerusalem and in
the New Jerusalem. And when all things are
accomplished, the Great Jehovah will say the work is
done. Until then we have no choice but to use our means,
talents, and time in the building up of the Lord's work on
earth and the establishment of Zion.

Those who labor in the cause of Zion shall not go
unrewarded. “Blessed are they who shall seek to bring
forth my Zion,” saith the Lord, “for they shall have the
gift and the power of the Holy Ghost; and if they endure
unto the end they shall be lifted up at the last day, and
shall be saved in the everlasting kingdom of the Lamb;
and whoso shall publish peace, yea, tidings of great joy,
how beautiful upon the mountains shall they be.” (1
Nephi 13:37.)

Zion in the limited sense of the word, meaning the
New Jerusalem, will be built in Jackson County,
Missouri, in due course as the Lord shall direct. Zion in
the broad and general sense of the word, meaning the
church and kingdom of God on earth, which does or
should consist of the pure in heart, is in process of being



built up in one part of the earth after another as rapidly
as our strength and means permit. Whenever the growth
of the Church in any area is sufficient, a stake of Zion is
organized, thus making that area, in the general sense of
the word, a part of Zion. The gathering of Israel is to
Zion and her stakes, and since Zion proper is yet to be
built, the gathering of Israel as of now is into the stakes
of Zion wherever they may be. “For Zion must increase
in beauty, and in holiness; her borders must be enlarged;
her stakes must be Strengthened; yea, verily I say unto
you, Zion must arise and put on her beautiful garments”
(D&C 82:14.)

It is self-evident that not all of the saints can dwell in
the Zion called the New Jerusalem. Hence, saith the
Lord, “I have other places which I will appoint unto
them, and they shall be called stakes, for the curtains or
the strength of Zion.” (D&C 101:21.) Hence the inspired
prayer, offered at the dedication of the Kirtland Temple:
“Whatsoever city thy servants shall enter and the people
of that city receive their testimony, let thy peace and thy
salvation be upon that city; that they may gather out of
that city the righteous, that they may come forth to Zion,
or to her stakes, the places of thine appointment, with
songs of everlasting joy.” (D&C 109:39.) And hence the
divine promise: “That the gathering together upon the
land of Zion and upon her stakes, may be for a defense,
and for a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it
shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole
earth.” (D&C 115:6.)

This process of gathering the righteous together into
the stakes of Zion will continue until stakes are
organized in many nations. Then the Lord will come. He
will come to the people who have been schooled and
prepared in the stakes to receive their King. Nephi saw
the Church in our day when we are struggling to bring
forth the cause of Zion; he saw the growth and stability
it would have when the Lord comes; and he compared
the Lord's earthly kingdom with the power and dominion
of the forces of evil that would almost cover the earth in
that day. “I beheld the church of the Lamb of God,” he
said, “and its numbers were few, because of the
wickedness and abominations of the whore who sat upon
many waters. So it is today, and so shall it be until the
Second Coming. Though there will be millions of
faithful people on earth when the Lord returns, they will
be few compared to the armies of evil.

Where and in what nations will the saints be found
when their Lord returns? Though they are comparatively
few in number, Nephi continues, “nevertheless I beheld
that the church of the Lamb, who were the saints of God
[and who are gathered Israel], were also upon all the face
of the earth.” He is seeing stakes of Zion in the nations

of the earth. “And their dominions upon the face of the
earth were small, because of the wickedness of the great
whore whom I saw.” We are few; they are many. The
righteous are a handful; the wicked are a host. It is their
world, a world of carnality and evil; and for the moment
they, measured by the standards of the world, are coming
off triumphant.

“And it came to pass that I beheld that the great
mother of abominations did gather together multitudes
upon the face of all the earth, among all the nations of
the Gentiles, to fight against the Lamb of God. And it
came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld the power of the Lamb
of God, that it descended upon the saints of the church of
the Lamb, and upon the covenant people of the Lord,
who were scattered upon all the face of the earth; and
they were armed with righteousness and with the power
of God in great glory.” (1 Nephi 14:12-14.) After the
wars and desolations of the last days, the Lord will
come, bringing triumph and glory with him; the wicked
will be destroyed, and the Millennial era, with its great
and glorious day of gathering, will be ushered in.

Is All Well in Zion?

As we build up Zion and strengthen her stakes in one
nation after another; as the lost sheep of Israel come to
Zion and find place in her stakes, with a desire to serve
God and keep his commandments; as new congregations
of true believers break forth on the right hand and on the
left -- what of the overall progress of the kingdom? Are
we going forward in full harmony with the divine will?
Is all well in Zion?

Unfortunately, the answer is No. We rejoice in the
glorious restoration of eternal truth; in the going forth of
the Lord's servants to proclaim the everlasting word; in
the rich harvest that attends their labors; in the
organizing of stakes and the building of temples at the
ends of the earth; in the tithes and offerings and service
and good works of the faithful; in the gifts of the Spirit
found in the households of faith; and (perhaps
inordinately) in the temporal prosperity so bounteously
showered upon us. Truly, the contrast between the saints
and the world is sharp; between us and them there is a
great gulf; but sadly, many of the house of Israel
backslide today as did their fathers of old. Some cross
the gulf and join the world; others try to compromise and
have what they assume is the best of both worlds.
Foreseeing this, Nephi prophesied: “Others will he
[Lucifer] pacify, and lull them away into carnal security,
that they will say: All is well in Zion; yea, Zion
prospereth, all is well -- and thus the devil cheateth their
souls, and leadeth them away carefully down to hell.” (2



Nephi 28:21 .)
The children of Zion fail in their great mission for

two reasons: (1) Oftentimes they set their hearts upon
temporal things and are more concerned with amassing
the things that moth and rust corrupt, and that thieves
break through and steal, than in laying up for themselves
treasures in heaven. Hence the divine direction: “But the
laborer in Zion shall labor for Zion; for if they labor for
money they shall perish.” (2 Nephi 26:31.) (2) Others
fail to live by the high standards of belief and conduct
imposed by the gospel. Of them the divine word says:
“Your minds in times past have been darkened because
of unbelief, and because you have treated lightly the
things you have received -- which vanity and unbelief
have brought the whole church under condemnation.
And this condemnation resteth upon the children of Zion,
even all. And they shall remain under this condemnation
until they repent and remember the new covenant, even
the Book of Mormon and the former commandments
which I have given them, not only to say, but to do
according to that which I have written -- that they may
bring forth fruit meet for their Father's kingdom;
otherwise there remaineth a scourge and judgment to be
poured out upon the children of Zion.” (D&C 84:54-58.)

This scourge was, in part at least, poured out upon
them in the early days of this dispensation as they were
smitten and persecuted and driven from one place to
another. “And, now, behold, if Zion do these things” --
keep the commandments! -- “she shall prosper,” saith the
Lord, “and spread herself and become very glorious,
very great, and very terrible. And the nations of the earth
shall honor her, and shall say: Surely Zion is the city of
our God, and surely Zion cannot fall, neither be moved
out of her place, for God is there and the hand of the
Lord is there; and he hath sworn by the power of his
might to be her salvation and her high
tower....Therefore,... let Zion rejoice, while all the
wicked shall mourn.” Such is the Lord's promise to Zion
-- to the Zion of the latter days.

Why was the promise given? Because “vengeance
cometh speedily upon the ungodly as the whirlwind,”
saith the Lord “and who shall escape it?” Because “the
Lord's scourge shall pass over by night and by day, and
the report shall vex all people; yea, it shall not be stayed
until the Lord come; for the indignation of the Lord is
kindled against their abominations and all their wicked
works.” Such is the state of things in the world, a state
that will surely worsen in the days ahead.

“Nevertheless, Zion shall escape if she observe to do
all things whatsoever I have commanded her. But if she
observe not to do whatsoever I have commanded her, I
will visit her according to all her works, with sore

affliction, with pestilence, with plague, with sword, with
vengeance, with devouring fire.” (D&C 97:18-26.) Our
forebears -- the first inhabitants, as it were, of the
latter-day Zion -- failed to gain all of the promised
blessings and in part, at least, reaped the resultant curses.
Our course today is not much different than theirs was
leaving us to ponder, anxiously, what our fate shall be.
The true fulfillment of the promises relative to the
greatness and preservation of Zion will be Millennial.
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