
Promises Made to the Fathers – Part One Reading Assignment No.1

The promises made to the fathers undergird the four standard works

Instructions
• As you read through this reading assignment, you will

be asked to answer questions, or produce summary
paragraphs regarding the Enochian and Abrahamic
covenants.

• Record your answers in a hard copy write-up
(electronic or handwritten).

• Include the assignment name and number, your name
(first and last), the course number (OT 302) and time
your course meets is at the top of your write-up. 

• Bring write-up to class ready to hand in at the end of
class.

Introduction
In the spring of 1820, Joseph Smith retired to a grove

of trees on the families 100 acre farm where he knew he
could pray vocally to God to get understanding about
which church he should join. He was blessed with a visit
of both Heavenly Father and His Son, Jesus Christ. 

Joseph learned that he was not to join any church, as
none of them were authorized by Jesus Christ. The vision
ended with “a promise that the fullness of the Gospel
should at some future time be made known” to him.

It was three and a half years later before Joseph
received further light and knowledge:

 “on the evening on the 21st of September, A.D. 1823,
while I was praying unto God . . . on a sudden a light like
that of day, only of a far purer and more glorious
appearance and brightness, burst into the room . . . in a
moment a personage stood before me surrounded with a
glory yet greater than that with which I was already
surrounded.

The angel, who called himself Moroni, told Joseph that
he had been 

sent to bring the joyful tidings that the covenant which
God made with ancient Israel was at hand to be fulfilled,
that the preparatory work for the second coming of the
Messiah was speedily to commence; that the time was at
hand for the Gospel in all its fullness to be preached in
power, unto all nations that a people might be prepared
for the Millennial reign. I was informed that I was chosen
to be an instrument in the hands of God to bring about
some of His purposes in this glorious dispensation." 
(Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith [2007],
438-9)

Each of the items in the above statement that are
italicized and preceded with the pronoun that have
reference to promises made by covenant to ancient
patriarchs and are referred to as “promises made to the
fathers” (Joseph Smith–History 1:38-39; D&C 2:1-3).

The scriptures reveal four sets of promises given at

different times to different patriarchs. 

• Enochian Covenant--The first set is made by covenant
with Enoch (later with Noah and Melchizedek). The
focus of these promises are on what God will
accomplish or bring about in the last days.

• Abrahamic Covenant–The second set is made with
Abraham (later with Isaac and Jacob). These promises
focus on how God will bring about the outcome
promised Enoch.

• National Covenant with the House of Israel–The
third set of promises are with the twelve tribes of Israel
when the became a nation after they were redeemed
from Egyptian bondage–a national covenant. These
promises focus on who will bring about the outcomes
of the Enochian and Abrahamic covenants.

• Davidic Covenant–The last set of promises were made
with King David. The focus of these promises is on the
reinheritance of the family of God.

The focus of this assignment is on the Enochian and
Abrahamic covenants.

The Covenant Made with Enoch

The promises made with Enoch are found in the Book
of Moses (in the Pearl of Great Price). The Book of
Moses is the Joseph Smith Translation of Genesis 1-6).
We must view the covenant made with Enoch in its
context. Consider the following points--

Point One: We learn that the Gospel in its fulness was
given to Adam and Eve who accepted it with gladness (Moses
5:4-11, 58-59; 6:51-52, 64-68).

Point Two: Adam and Eve offered the Gospel to their
posterity who received it with a mixed reaction–some
accepted the Gospel and other did not (Moses 5:12-15;55-57;
7:1).

Point Three: From the days of Enoch to Noah, the Gospel
was rejected by the vast majority of the posterity of Adam
(Moses 6:10-34; 7:2-41).

It certainly does not seem that the Gospel plan is
working.  Most Adam’s posterity have rejected the
Gospel plan and will be eternally doomed. Because of
this rejection, God will need to destroy the wicked by a
flood of water in the days of Noah, and start over. 

All this was shown Enoch in a vision (Moses 7:21-67).
Enoch was shown that the flood made not difference.
Mankind continued rejecting the Gospel. During this
vision, God made a number of promises to Enoch by
covenant that assured an entirely different outcome than
another destroyed world

Read Moses 7:51-52: From these verse extract the three
promises the Lord made to Enoch– 

1.



2.

3.

Enoch was shown how these promises would effect the
entire world. Please Moses 7:60-65 and answer the
following questions:

1. When will the Enochian covenant be ultimately
fulfilled?

2. What will God flood the earth with?

3. What is the objective of this flood? In other words, what
will this flood accomplish?

4. What will God prepare at this time? What is it called?

5. Who will come with Christ upon His second coming?

Write a brief paragraph the sums up the Enochian
Covenant.

The Abrahamic Covenant

Abraham lived several centuries after the flood. He
was born in the chosen lineage whom were to be God’s
servants in this world in spreading the Gospel. However,
by the time of Abraham, the chosen seed had become
corrupt and began worshiping the false religions the had
developed in their days (see Abraham1).

Abraham read “the records of the fathers, even the
patriarchs” and learned there was a better way to live
that offered “greater happiness, and peace, and rest”
(Abr. 1:1-3, 31).

To Abraham, the Lord would make further promises
that would bring about the promises made to Enoch (see
JST Genesis 13:14). The promises made to Abraham are
summarized in Abraham 2:6-11. As you read these
verses, answer the following questions:

Read Abraham 2:6-11

1. What does the Lord promise Abraham about land?
2. What promises are made about Abraham about his
posterity? In other words, list the promises made about
Abraham’s posterity?
3. According to these promises, how will Abraham’s
posterity affect all the world–the Gentiles? In what ways
will the Gentiles be blessed?

Read 1 Nephi 15:18. 

According to this verse, when will the promises made to
Abraham be ultimately fulfilled?

The Enochian and Abrahamic Covenants

Can you see the relationship between the promises
made to Abraham and those made to Enoch? Can you
see that what was promised to Enoch will be fulfilled
through the promises made to Abraham?

Write a paragraph answering these questions--


