
Selected Quotes on

The Divine Potential of Man

The following quotations reveal that man’s potential is to become as God is.  The quotations come from
scriptures and the Prophets and Apostles. This collection is generated to for two reasons: (1) because of the
supreme importance in understanding this doctrine, and (2) because of a small but growing number of uninformed
members of the Church who do not believe that the prophets have ever taught this doctrine.  Consequently, the
number of quotes given is to show the uniformity of the doctrine as taught from Joseph Smith until present day.

Achieving Godhood: The Purpose of the Gospel

Gordon B. Hinkley
The whole design of the gospel is to lead us, onward and

upward to greater achievement, even, eventually, to godhood.
This great possibility was enunciated by the Prophet Joseph
Smith in the King Follet sermon (see Teachings of the Prophet
Joseph Smith, pp. 342-62) and emphasized by President
Lorenzo Snow.  It is a grand and incomparable concept: As
God now is, man may become!  (See The Teachings of
Lorenzo Snow, comp. Clyde J. Williams, Salt Lake City: 

Bookcraft, 1984, p. 1) [From October 1994 General
Conference, Ensign, November 1994, p. 48; alsoTeachings of
Gordon B. Hinkley, 179).

Brigham Young
The Lord created you and me for the purpose of becoming

Gods like himself; when we have been proved in our present
capacity, and have been faithful with all things he puts into our
possession. [Discourses of Brigham Young, p.57]

Eternal Life and Exaltation same as Godhood

The following quotations reveal that the terms “eternal life” and “exaltation” are synonymous and both are alternative
words for godhood.  Therefore, in searching what the prophets have taught concerning man’s divine potential, one must also
study what the prophets have said regarding eternal life and exaltation.

Eternal Life
The following scriptures, when read together, show that

eternal life means receiving all the Father has and therefore
is equivalent to godhood.

D&C 14:7
And, if you keep my commandments and endure to the end

you shall have eternal life, which gift is the greatest of all the

gifts of God.

D&C 88:4-5
This Comforter is the promise which I give unto you of

eternal life, even the glory of the celestial kingdom; 
Which glory is that of the church of the Firstborn, even of

God, the holiest of all, through Jesus Christ his Son

D&C 76:92-95
And thus we saw the glory of the celestial, which excels in

all things--where God, even the Father, reigns upon his throne
forever and ever;

Before whose throne all things bow in humble reverence,

and give him glory forever and ever.
They who dwell in his presence are the church of the

Firstborn; and they see as they are seen, and know as they are
known, having received of his fulness and of his grace;

And he makes them equal in power, and in might, and in
dominion.

The following statements also teach that eternal life is the
same as godhood.

Joseph Smith
Here, then, is eternal life -- to know the only wise and true

God; and you have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves, and
to be kings and priests to God, the same as all Gods have done
before you, namely, by going from one small degree to another,
and from a small capacity to a great one; from grace to grace,
from exaltation to exaltation, until you attain to the
resurrection of the dead, and are able to dwell in everlasting
burnings, and to sit in glory, as do those who sit enthroned in
everlasting power. [Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith,
p.346]



Joseph Fielding Smith
• This mortal probation was to be a brief period, just a short

span linking the eternity past with the eternity future. Yet
it was to be a period of tremendous importance. It would
either give to those who received it the blessing of eternal
life, which is the greatest gift of God, and thus qualify
them for godhood as sons and daughters of our Eternal
Father, or, if they rebelled and refused to comply with the
laws and ordinances which were provided for their
salvation, it would deny them the great gift and they would
be assigned, after the resurrection, to some inferior sphere
according to their works. This life is the most vital period
in our eternal existence. [Doctrines of Salvation, 1:69]

• One more thought. I want to read you a verse or two from
the 17th chapter of John: "These words spake Jesus, and
lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is
come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:
As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should
give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. And
this is life eternal," now here you get it, "this is life eternal,
that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent."

No man who does not receive the privilege of entering
the celestial kingdom and coming face to face with the
Father will be able to know what eternal life is, for he
cannot know the Father unless he sees him and dwells with
him, and partakes of the same life which the Father
possesses for that is eternal life. [Doctrines of Salvation,
2:7]

• Therefore, I say to you, eternal life is God's life; it is the
life which he has, that which he possesses. Therefore, if he
gives unto you that life which he has, you have eternal life,
and you will not get it if you do not prove yourself worthy
to enter into his presence. Now, that is the gospel of Jesus
Christ, that is the great plan of salvation. [Doctrines of
Salvation, 2:8]

•  Eternal life is God's life. It is that gift by which the
righteous not only dwell in his presence, but by which they
become like him. [Doctrines of Salvation, 2:217]

Ezra Taft Benson
 Eternal life is the quality of life enjoyed by our Heavenly

Father. Those who fully comply with His commandments
believe the promise that they will have this quality of life.
[Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson, p.26]

Marion G. Romney
Immortality connotes life without end.  Eternal life, on the

other hand, connotes quality of life—exaltation, the highest
type of immortality, the kind of life enjoyed by God himself.
[Conference Report, Oct. 1978, p.19; or Ensign, Nov. 1978,

p. 14]

Bruce R. McConkie
• In return the Lord covenants and promises to give them all

that his Father hath, meaning eternal life, which is
exaltation and godhood in that eternal realm where alone
the family unit continues in eternity. [Conference Report,
Apr. 1982, p. 49; or Ensign, May 1982, p. 33]

• And what is eternal life? It is the name of the kind of life
God lives. It consists of two things: life in the family unit,
and the receipt of the fulness of the Father, meaning the
fulness of the power, glory, and dominion of God himself.
[The Millennial Messiah, p.263-264]

• In the resurrection all shall come forth from their graves.
Every living soul will be resurrected; all will gain
immortality. Those who believe and obey the fulness of
gospel law, having been raised in immortality, will also be
raised unto eternal life. The difference between those who
have immortality only and those who have both
immortality and eternal life is one thing: the continuation
of the family unit in eternity. Those who go to the highest
heaven in the celestial world will have eternal life because
the family unit continues. Those who go to the lower two
heavens in that kingdom, or to the terrestrial kingdom, or
to the telestial kingdom, will have immortality only. Of
them it is written: "For these angels did not abide my law;
therefore, they cannot be enlarged, but remain separately
and singly, without exaltation, in their saved condition, to
all eternity; and from henceforth are not gods, but are
angels of God forever and ever." In the resurrection men
are raised to be angels or to be gods. Angels have
immortality only; gods have both immortality and eternal
life. [The Millennial Messiah, pp.707-708]

Exaltation
The following statements reveal that exaltation in the

Celestial kingdom is the equivalent to godhood.

D&C 132:15-17, 19-24, 29, 37
15 Therefore, if a man marry him a wife in the world, and

he marry her not by me nor by my word, and he covenant with
her so long as he is in the world and she with him, their
covenant and marriage are not of force when they are dead, and
when they are out of the world; therefore, they are not bound
by any law when they are out of the world.

16 Therefore, when they are out of the world they neither
marry nor are given in marriage; but are appointed angels in
heaven, which angels are ministering servants, to minister for
those who are worthy of a far more, and an exceeding, and an



eternal weight of glory.
17 For these angels did not abide my law; therefore, they

cannot be enlarged, but remain separately and singly, without
exaltation, in their saved condition, to all eternity; and from
henceforth are not gods, but are angels of God forever and
ever.

19 And again, verily I say unto you, if a man marry a wife
by my word, which is my law, and by the new and everlasting
covenant, and it is sealed unto them by the Holy Spirit of
promise, by him who is anointed, unto whom I have appointed
this power and the keys of this priesthood; and it shall be said
unto them--Ye shall come forth in the first resurrection; and if
it be after the first resurrection, in the next resurrection; and
shall inherit thrones, kingdoms, principalities, and powers,
dominions, all heights and depths--then shall it be written in the
Lamb's Book of Life, that he shall commit no murder whereby
to shed innocent blood, and if ye abide in my covenant, and
commit no murder whereby to shed innocent blood, it shall be
done unto them in all things whatsoever my servant hath put
upon them, in time, and through all eternity; and shall be of full
force when they are out of the world; and they shall pass by the
angels, and the gods, which are set there, to their exaltation and
glory in all things, as hath been sealed upon their heads, which
glory shall be a fulness and a continuation of the seeds forever
and ever.

20 Then shall they be gods, because they have no end;
therefore shall they be from everlasting to everlasting, because
they continue; then shall they be above all, because all things
are subject unto them. Then shall they be gods, because they
have all power, and the angels are subject unto them.

21 Verily, verily, I say unto you, except ye abide my law
ye cannot attain to this glory.

22 For strait is the gate, and narrow the way that leadeth
unto the exaltation and continuation of the lives, and few there
be that find it, because ye receive me not in the world neither
do ye know me.

23 But if ye receive me in the world, then shall ye know
me, and shall receive your exaltation; that where I am ye shall
be also.

24 This is eternal lives--to know the only wise and true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom he hath sent. I am he. Receive ye,
therefore, my law.

29 Abraham received all things, whatsoever he received, by
revelation and commandment, by my word, saith the Lord, and
hath entered into his exaltation and sitteth upon his throne.

37 Abraham received concubines, and they bore him
children; and it was accounted unto him for righteousness,
because they were given unto him, and he abode in my law; as
Isaac also and Jacob did none other things than that which they
were commanded; and because they did none other things than
that which they were commanded, they have entered into their

exaltation, according to the promises, and sit upon thrones, and
are not angels but are gods.

Joseph Fielding Smith Jr.
Exaltation is to dwell in the presence of God and to be like

him. [Doctrines of Salvation, 2:13]

Eternal Life and Exaltation are Synonymous
The following statements show that eternal life and

exaltation are synonyms.

Spencer W. Kimball
If we are true and faithful, we shall rise, not alone in

immortality but unto eternal life. Immortality is to live forever
in an assigned kingdom. Eternal life is to gain exaltation in the
highest heaven and live in the family unit. [Conference Report,
Oct. 1978, p. 109; or Ensign, Nov. 1978, p. 72]

Bruce R. McConkie
Since it is the prophetic purpose to lead men to full

salvation in the highest heaven of the celestial world, when they
speak and write about salvation, almost without exception, they
mean eternal life or exaltation. They use the terms salvation,
exaltation, and eternal life as synonyms, as words that mean
exactly the same thing without any difference, distinction, or
variance whatever. [The Promised Messiah, pp.129-130]

Marion G. Romney 
The other fruit of the gospel named in the

quotation--"eternal life in the world to come"--must be a
glorious thing, for the Lord has said that "he that hath eternal
life is rich," (D. & C. 6:7) and that the "gift of eternal life is the
greatest of all the gifts of God." (D. & C. 14:7.) He who
obtains it will obtain an exaltation in the celestial kingdom of
our Father in heaven. [General Conference Oct. 1949, found in
Improvement Era, October 1949, p.720]

George F. Richards
In one of the revelations of the Lord to his servant Moses,

he made use of this expression: "Behold it is my work and my
glory to bring to pass the immortality and eternal life of man."
As "eternal life" is here used, we understand it to mean
exaltation with our heavenly Father in his Celestial kingdom.
In order to accomplish this purpose, the gospel was instituted,
which includes the atonement of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. The gospel is the plan of the Gods for the existence of
this earth and of man upon it, of their fall, of their redemption,
and of their glorification, for not only is man to be redeemed
and glorified through obedience unto the laws and ordinances
of the gospel and the effects of the atoning blood of our Savior,
but the earth also is to be renewed and receive its paradisical



glory, and be prepared that the sanctified may dwell upon it.
[Conference Report, October 1922, p.80; see also  Conference
Report, April 1930, p.73]

Albert E. Bowen 
Over and beyond all these, those doctrines taught the

achievement of immortality through the Lord's death and the
plan for achieving eternal life, which is exaltation in the
celestial kingdom of God. [Conference Report, October 1945,
p.67]

Dallin H. Oaks
Finally, our willingness to take upon us the name of Jesus

Christ affirms our commitment to do all that we can to be
counted among those whom he will choose to stand at his right
hand and be called by his name at the last day. In this sacred
sense, our witness that we are willing to take upon us the name
of Jesus Christ constitutes our declaration of candidacy for
exaltation in the celestial kingdom. Exaltation is eternal life,
“the greatest of all the gifts of God” (D&C 14:7). [Conference
Report, Apr. 1985, p. 105; or Ensign, May 1985, p. 83]

The Scriptures on Man’s Potential for Godhood

Moses 1:39
 “For behold, this is my work and my glory--to bring to

pass the immortality and eternal life of man.” 

Philippians 2:5-6
Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be
equal with God: 

Revelation 3:21
To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my

throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my
Father in his throne.

D&C 132:19-20
19 And again, verily I say unto you, if a man marry a wife

by my word, which is my law, and by the new and everlasting
covenant, and it is sealed unto them by the Holy Spirit of
promise, by him who is anointed, unto whom I have appointed
this power and the keys of this priesthood; and it shall be said

unto them--Ye shall come forth in the first resurrection; and if
it be after the first resurrection, in the next resurrection; and
shall inherit thrones, kingdoms, principalities, and powers,
dominions, all heights and depths--then shall it be written in the
Lamb's Book of Life, that he shall commit no murder whereby
to shed innocent blood, and if ye abide in my covenant, and
commit no murder whereby to shed innocent blood, it shall be
done unto them in all things whatsoever my servant hath put
upon them, in time, and through all eternity; and shall be of full
force when they are out of the world; and they shall pass by the
angels, and the gods, which are set there, to their exaltation and
glory in all things, as hath been sealed upon their heads, which
glory shall be a fulness and a continuation of the seeds forever
and ever.

20 Then shall they be gods, because they have no end;
therefore shall they be from everlasting to everlasting, because
they continue; then shall they be above all, because all things
are subject unto them. Then shall they be gods, because they
have all power, and the angels are subject unto them.

The Prophets on Man’s Potential for Godhood

Joseph Smith
• God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted

man, and sits enthroned in yonder heavens!  That is the
great secret.  If the veil were rent today, and the great God
who holds this world in its orbit, and who upholds all
worlds and all things by his power, was to make himself
visible, -- I say, if you were to see him today, you would
see him like a man in form -- like yourselves in all the
person, image, and very form as a man; for Adam was
created in the very fashion, image and likeness of God, and
received instruction from, and walked, talked and

conversed with him, as one man talks and communes with
another. . . .

Here, then, is eternal life -- to know the only wise and
true God; and you have got to learn how to be Gods
yourselves, and to be kings and priests to God, the same as
all Gods have done before you, namely, by going from one
small degree to another, and from a small capacity to a
great one; from grace to grace, from exaltation to
exaltation, until you attain to the resurrection of the dead,
and are able to dwell in everlasting burnings, and to sit in
glory, as do those who sit enthroned in everlasting power.



And I want you to know that God, in the last days, while
certain individuals are proclaiming his name, is not trifling
with you or me.  [Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith,
p.345-346]

• Gods have an ascendancy over the angels, who are
ministering servants.  In the resurrection, some are raised
to be angels, others are raised to become Gods. [Teachings
of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.312]

• The first principles of man are self-existent with God.  God
himself, finding he was in the midst of spirits and glory,
because he was more intelligent, saw proper to institute
laws whereby the rest could have a privilege to advance
like himself.  The relationship we have with God places us
in a situation to advance in knowledge.  He has power to
institute laws to instruct the weaker intelligences, that they
may be exalted with himself, so that they might have one
glory upon another, and all that knowledge, power, glory,
and intelligence, which is requisite in order to save them in
the world of spirits. [Teachings of the Prophet Joseph
Smith, p.354]

• There is clearly illustrated glory upon glory -- one glory of
the sun, another glory of the moon, and a glory of the stars;
and as one star differeth from another star in glory, even so
do they of the telestial world differ in glory, and every man
who reigns in celestial glory is a God to his dominions.
[Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.374]

• Paul says, "There is one glory of the sun, and another glory
of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for one star
differeth from another star in glory.  So also is the
resurrection of the dead."  They who obtain a glorious
resurrection from the dead, are exalted far above
principalities, powers, thrones, dominions and angels, and
are expressly declared to be heirs of God and joint heirs
with Jesus Christ, all having eternal power.   [Teachings of
the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.374]

Brigham Young
• The faithful will become gods, even the sons of God.

[Discourses of Brigham Young, p.98]

• Intelligent beings are organized to become Gods, even the
Sons of God, to dwell in the presence of the Gods, and
become associated with the highest intelligences that dwell
in eternity. [Journal of Discourses, 8:160; Discourses of
Brigham Young, p.245]

• [Mankind] is brought together, organized, and capacitated

to receive knowledge and intelligence, to be enthroned in
glory, to be made angels, Gods -- beings who will hold
control over the elements, and have power by their word to
command the creation and redemption of worlds, or to
extinguish suns by their breath, and disorganize worlds,
hurling them back into their chaotic state. This is what you
and I are created for. [Journal of Discourses, 3:356;
Discourses of Brigham Young, p.48]

• The Lord created you and me for the purpose of becoming
Gods like Himself; when we have been proved in our
present capacity, and been faithful with all things He puts
into our possession.  We are created, we are born for the
express purpose of growing up from the low estate of
manhood, to become Gods like unto our Father in heaven.
That is the truth about it, just as it is.  The Lord has
organized mankind for the express purpose of increasing in
that intelligence and truth, which is with God, until he is
capable of creating worlds on worlds, and becoming Gods,
even the sons of God. [Journal of Discourses, Vol.3, p.93]

• One of the greatest queries on the minds of the Saints is to
understand the nature, the principle of the foundations of
our existence.  To say nothing about what has been if you
will follow out that which is before you, you can learn all
about it.  I have a notion to tell you, though I have not time
to say much about it now.  I will, however, just tell you the
simple story relating to the exaltation of man in the
celestial kingdom of God.  We will take Joseph for
instance:  he is faithful to his calling--has filled his mission
to this earth, and sealed his testimony with his blood; he
has done the work his Father gave him to do, and will soon
come to the resurrection.  His spirit is waiting for the
resurrection of the body, which will soon be. . . . Joseph
will come up in his turn, receive his body again, and
continue his mission in the eternal worlds until he carries
it out to perfection, with all the rest of the faithful, to be
made perfect with those who have lived before, and those
who shall live after; and when the work is finished, and it
is offered to the Father, then they will be crowned and
receive keys and powers by which they will be capable of
organizing worlds. . . . After men have got their exaltations
and their crowns--have become Gods, even the sons of
God--are made Kings of kings and Lords of lords, they
have the power then of propagating their species in spirit;
and that is the first of their operations with regard to
organizing a world.  Power is then given to them to
organize the elements, and then commence the organization
of tabernacles.  How can they do it?  Have they to go to
that earth?  Yes, an Adam will have to go there, and he
cannot do without Eve; he must have Eve to commence the



work of generation, and they will go into the garden, and
continue to eat and drink of the fruits of the corporeal
world, until this grosser matter is diffused sufficiently
through their celestial bodies to enable them, according to
the established laws, to produce mortal tabernacles for
their spiritual children.

This is a key for you.  The faithful will become Gods,
even the sons of God; but this does not overthrow the idea
that we have a father. [Journal of Discourses, 6:275]

• And the fact that we receive this Comforter, the Holy
Ghost, is proof that the spirit in warring with the flesh has
overcome, and by continuing in this state of victory over
our sinful bodies we become the sons and daughters of
God. Christ having made us free, and whoever the Son
makes free is free indeed. Having fought the good fight we
then shall be prepared to lay our bodies down to rest to
await the morning of the resurrection when they will come
forth and be reunited with the spirits, the faithful, as it is
said, receiving crowns, glory, immortality and eternal lives,
even a fulness with the Father, when Jesus shall present
His work to the Father, saying, "Father, here is the work
thou gavest me to do." Then will they become Gods, even
the sons of God; then will they become eternal fathers,
eternal mothers, eternal sons and eternal daughters; being
eternal in their organization they go from glory to glory,
from power to power; they will never cease to increase and
to multiply, worlds without end. When they receive their
crowns, their dominions, they then will be prepared to
frame earths like unto ours and to people them in the same
manner as we have been brought forth by our parents, by
our Father and God. 18:259. [Discourses of Brigham
Young, p.282-283]

John Taylor
• A man, as a man, could arrive at all the dignity that a man

was capable of obtaining or receiving; but it needed a God
to raise him to the dignity of a God.  For this cause it is
written, "Now are we the sons of God; and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be: but we know that when he shall
appear we shall be like him."  And how and why like Him?
Because, through the instrumentality of the atonement and
the adoption, it is made possible for us to become of the
family of God, and joint heirs with Jesus Christ; and that
as He, the potential instrument, through the oneness that
existed between Him and His Father, by reason of
obedience to divine law, overcame death, hell and the
grave, and sat down upon His Father's throne, so shall we
be able to sit down with Him, even upon His throne.
[Mediation and Atonement, Ch.20] 

• Man was created in the image of God, and he was the
offspring of Deity himself, and consequently made in his
likeness; and being made in that likeness, he was a son of
God, and the very object of his being planted upon the
earth was that he might multiply.  Why?  That the spirits
which had existed with their heavenly Father might have
tabernacles to inhabit and become mortal, and, through the
possession of these tabernacles and the plan of salvation,
that they might be raised to greater dignity, glory and
exaltation than it would be possible for them to enjoy
without these; and hence, though a man was made a little
lower than the angels, the time will come when he will be
a little higher than many angels, for the Apostle says, in
speaking of those who had received the Gospel, "Know ye
not that he shall judge angels?" [Journal of Discourses,
17:370-371]

• [Man] is not only the son of man, but he is the son of God
also. He is a God in embryo, and possesses within him a
spark of that eternal flame which was struck from the
blaze of God's eternal fire in the eternal world [The Gospel
Kingdom, p.54]

Wilford Woodruff
• There are a few individuals in this dispensation who will

inherit celestial glory, and a few in other dispensations; but
before they receive their exaltation they will have to pass
through and submit to whatever dispensation God may
decree.  But for all this they will receive their reward--they
will become Gods, they will inherit thrones, kingdoms,
principalities and powers through the endless ages of
eternity, and to their increase there will be no end, and the
heart of man has never conceived of the glory that is in
store for the sons and daughters of God who keep the
celestial law. [Journal of Discourses, 18:38-39]

•  Our Heavenly Father has placed before us the laws
celestial, telestial, and terrestrial. If any man will obey the
celestial law, he will be preserved by that law; all the
glory, power and exaltation, belonging to that law, will be
given to him. [The Discourses of Wilford Woodruff,
pp.268-269]

• Now, brethren and sisters, we are trying to prepare
ourselves for exaltation and eternal life. [Collected
Discourses, Vol.1, Wilford Woodruff, July 29th, 1889]

•  I realize this, and consider that the Lord has revealed unto
us the celestial law; that is, he has given unto us the fulness
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and has given us a
knowledge of the principles of eternal life.  The Lord



reveals truth unto the children of men; by which truth we
are to be qualified and prepared for exaltation. [Journal of
Discourses, 6:136]

• Herein is where I say the Lord commenced and laboured to
establish his kingdom and to guide men to receive the word
of the Lord, that they might walk in obedience to His laws,
fulfil the object of their creation and be saved when they
got through with this probation,--that they might keep their
estate and receive an exaltation and glory in the presence
of God. [Journal of Discourses, 11:242]

Lorenzo Snow
• Be as great as you want to be. You who have aspirations

to be great -- and there is no wrong in that -- should realize
. . . the support that you should give to those over you, so
that when you are placed in responsible positions you may
demand of the Lord the faith and support of the people.
You will all be great someday, as great as you want to be.
I remember an incident which occurred in Kirtland when I
received my first patriarchal blessing from Father Smith.
A better man never existed, nor was there a man
better-loved than he. I was introduced by my sister Eliza
R., though at that time I was not a Latter-day Saint and
had no idea of becoming one. He said to me: "Don't worry,
take it calmly and the Lord will show you, and you will
want to be baptized," He told me another thing that greatly
surprised me. He said, "You will be great, and as great as
you want to be, as great as God Himself, and you will not
wish to be greater." I could not understand this, but years
after in Nauvoo while talking upon a Principle of the
gospel, the Spirit of God rested powerfully upon me and
showed me more clearly than I can now see your faces a
certain principle and its glory, and it came to me
summarized in this brief sentence: "As man is now, God
once was; as God is now man may be." The Spirit of God
was on me in a marvelous manner all that day, and I stored
that great truth away in my mind. I felt that I had learnt
something that I ought not to communicate to others. (15
June 1901, DN, p. 1.) [Teachings of Lorenzo Snow, p.2]

• "As God now is, man may be." Now, I have told you what
Father Smith said to me, that I should become as great as
I could want to be, even as great as God Himself. About
two years and a half after, in Nauvoo, I asked Elder
Sherwood to explain a certain passage of scripture; and
while he was endeavoring to give an explanation, the Spirit
of God fell upon me to a marked extent, and the Lord
revealed to me, just as plainly as the sun at noon-day, this
principle, which I put in a couplet: "As man now is, God
once was; As God now is, man may be." That fulfilled

Father Smith's declaration. Nothing was ever revealed
more distinctly than that was to me. Of course, now that it
is so well known it may not appear such a wonderful
manifestation; but when I received it, the knowledge was
marvelous to me. This principle, in substance, is found
also in the scriptures. The Lord said to John, as recorded
in the third chapter of his Revelation: "To him that
overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even
as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his
throne." (20 July 1901, JH, p. 4.) [Teachings of Lorenzo
Snow, p.2]

• We are to govern our eternal posterity. Now I will say
what I received in vision, which was just as clear as the
sun ever shone. The knowledge that was communicated to
me I embraced in this couplet: "As man now is, God once
was. As God now is, man may be." That is a very
wonderful thing. It was to me. I did not know but that I had
come into possession of knowledge that I had no business
with; but I knew it was true. Nothing of this kind had ever
reached my ears before. It was preached a few years after
that; at least, the Prophet Joseph taught this idea to the
Twelve Apostles. Now, however, it is common property;
but I do not know how many there are here that have got a
real knowledge of these things in their hearts. If you have,
I will tell you what its effects will be. As John said, "Every
man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as
[God] is pure" (1 John 3:3). [Teachings of Lorenzo Snow,
p.2]

• Now, how is it that God proposes to confer this mighty
honor upon us and to raise us to this condition of glory and
exaltation? Who are we that God should do all this for us?
Why, we are just beginning to find out that we are the
offspring of God, born with the same faculties and powers
as He possesses, capable of enlargement through the
experience that we are now passing through in our second
estate. Let me illustrate. Here is an emperor sitting upon
his throne, governing and controlling his empire wisely and
properly. He has an infant son that sits upon the knee of its
mother. That son he proposes to one day set upon his
throne, to govern and control his empire. Here is that
infant, perfectly helpless, not knowing how to sustain its
own life, not able to walk alone, without any knowledge;
and here is this mighty emperor sitting upon his throne and
governing his vast empire. Who would believe that he
could raise that infant up to such a condition as to make it
suitable to be placed on his throne? No one would, unless
he had seen such things accomplished in his experience;
seen the infant develop into boyhood, and then to manhood,
possessing all the powers, faculties and possibilities of its



father. Now, we are the sons and daughters of God. He has
begotten us in His own image. He has given us faculties
and powers that are capable of enlargement until His
fulness is reached which He has promised -- until we shall
sit upon thrones, governing and controlling our posterity
from eternity to eternity, and increasing eternally. That is
the fact in regard to these matters. [Teachings of Lorenzo
Snow, pp.2-3]

• God has pointed out the results of traveling upon this road
of glory and exaltation, and the promises are sure. The
Lord knew precisely what He could do. He knew what
materials He had to operate with, and He knew just what
He said. If we do the part that He has assigned unto us,
and keep our second estate, we shall be sure to realize
these promises in every particular, and more than you and
I can possibly comprehend. (3 November 1894, DW,
49:610.) [Teachings of Lorenzo Snow, p.3]

• Man can possess the same glory as God. Through a
continual course of progression, our Heavenly Father has
received exaltation and glory, and He points us out the
same path; and inasmuch as He is clothed with power,
authority, and glory, He says, "Walk ye up and come in
possession of the same glory and happiness that I possess."
[Teachings of Lorenzo Snow, pp.3-4]

• In the gospel, those things have been made manifest unto
us; and we are perfectly assured that, inasmuch as we are
faithful, we shall eventually come in possession of
everything that the mind of man can conceive of --
everything that heart can desire. (11 October 1857, JD,
5:313.) [Teachings of Lorenzo Snow, p.4]

• Our spirit birth gave us godlike capabilities. We were born
in the image of God our Father; He begot us like unto
Himself. There is the nature of deity in the composition of
our spiritual organization; in our spiritual birth our Father
transmitted to us the capabilities, powers and faculties
which He Himself possessed -- as much so as the child on
its mother's bosom possesses, although in an undeveloped
state, the faculties, powers, and susceptibilities of its
parent. (14 January 1872, JD, 14:302.) [Teachings of
Lorenzo Snow, p.4]

• Free agency is needed for godhood. Now, I believe in the
independence of men and women. I believe that men and
women have the image of God given them -- are formed
after the image of God, and possess deity in their nature
and character, and that their spiritual organization
possesses the qualities and properties of God, and that

there is the principle of God in every individual. It is
designed that man should act as God, and not be
constrained and controlled in everything, but have an
independency, an agency and the power to spread abroad
and act according to the principle of godliness that is in
him, act according to the power and intelligence and
enlightenment of God, that he possesses, and not that he
should be watched continually, and be controlled, and act
as a slave in these matters. (19 October 1879, JD, 20:367.)
[Teachings of Lorenzo Snow, p.4]

• Faithful husbands may become gods. I say to you sisters:
your husbands, if they are faithful, will be gods in eternity.
After we have passed through the various ordeals of life
and go to the other life, where our Father dwells, even the
God of heaven, the promise is that we shall be like Him.
(20 July 1901, JH, p. 4.) [Teachings of Lorenzo Snow,
pp.4-5]

• Obedience and purity are requirements of godhood. That
exalted position was made manifest to me at a very early
day. I had a direct revelation of this. It was most perfect
and complete. If there ever was a thing revealed to man
perfectly, clearly, so that there could be no doubt or
dubiety, this was revealed to me, and it came in these
words: "As man now is, God once was; as God now is,
man may be." This may appear to some minds as
something very strange and remarkable, but it is in perfect
harmony with the teachings of Jesus Christ and with His
promises. He said: "To him that overcometh will I grant to
sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am
set down with my Father in his throne" (Revelation 3:21).
The Apostle Paul also taught in this wise: "Let this mind
be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who being in the
form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:
but made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the
form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:
and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself,
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross" (Philippians 2:5-8). This is the high destiny of the
sons of God, they who overcome, who are obedient to His
commandments, who purify themselves even as He is pure.
They are to become like Him; they will see Him as He is;
they will behold His face and reign with Him in His glory,
becoming like unto Him in every particular. (8 October
1898, DW, 57:513.) [Teachings of Lorenzo Snow, p.5]

• We must advance through stages to godhood. As man now
is, God once was -- even the babe of Bethlehem, advancing
to childhood -- thence to boyhood, manhood, then to the
Godhead. This, then, is the "mark of the prize of man's



high calling in Christ Jesus." [Teachings of Lorenzo Snow,
p.5]

• We are the offspring of God, begotten by Him in the spirit
world, where we partook of His nature as children here
partake of the likeness of their parents. Our trials and
sufferings give us experience, and establish within us
principles of godliness. (10 January 1886, JD, 26:368.)
[Teachings of Lorenzo Snow, p.5-6]

• Our spiritual organism has divinity in itself. I believe that
we are the sons and daughters of God, and that He has
bestowed upon us the capacity for infinite wisdom and
knowledge, because He has given us a portion of Himself.
We are told that we were made in His own image, and we
find that there is a character of immortality in the soul of
man. There is a spiritual organism within this tabernacle,
and that spiritual organism has a divinity in itself, though
perhaps in an infantile state; but it has within itself the
capability of improving and advancing, as the infant that
receives sustenance from its mother. Though the infant
may be very ignorant, yet there are possibilities in it that
by passing through the various ordeals of childhood to
maturity enable it to rise to a superiority that is perfectly
marvelous, compared with its infantile ignorance. Why and
how is it that this is accomplished? Because it possesses
the susceptibilities and the capabilities of its father. So in
regard to ourselves. There is a divinity within ourselves
that is immortal and never dies. Thousands and thousands
of years hence we will be ourselves, and nobody else, so
far as our individuality is concerned. That never dies from
all eternity to all eternity. (10 April 1898, CR, p. 63.)
[Teachings of Lorenzo Snow, p.6]

• We are God's offspring. We believe that we are the
offspring of our Father in Heaven, and that we possess in
our spiritual organizations the same capabilities, powers,
and faculties that our Father possesses -- although in an
infantile state -- requiring [us] to pass through a certain
course or ordeal by which they will be developed and
improved according to the heed we give to the principles
we have received. (14 January 1872, JD, 14:300.)
[Teachings of Lorenzo Snow, p.6]

• Man can inherit all God possesses. "He that overcometh
shall inherit all things" [Revelation 21:7]. What an
expression is that? Who believes it? If a father were to say
to his son, "My son, be faithful, and follow my counsels,
and when you become of age you shall inherit all that I
possess," it would mean something, would it not? If the
father told the truth, that son would have something to

encourage him to be faithful. Did Jesus want to deceive us
when He made use of this expression? I will assure you
that there is no deception in the language. He meant
precisely what He said. (3 November 1894, DW, 49:609.)
[Teachings of Lorenzo Snow, p.6-7]

• We should do good to develop godliness. The idea is not to
do good because of the praise of men, but to do good
because in doing good we develop godliness within us; and
this being the case, we shall become allied to godliness,
which will in time become part and portion of our being. (6
May 1882, JD, 23:192.) [Teachings of Lorenzo Snow, p.7]

Joseph F. Smith
• Man is the child of God, formed in the divine image and

endowed with divine attributes, and even as the infant son
of an earthly father and mother is capable in due time of
becoming a man, so the undeveloped offspring of celestial
parentage is capable, by experience through ages and
aeons, of evolving into a God. [From “The Origin of
Man,” A First Presidency statement, Messages of the First
Presidency, 4:206]

•  The object of our earthly existence is that we may have a
fulness of joy, and that we may become the sons and
daughters of God, in the fullest sense of the word, being
heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ, to be kings
and priests unto God, to inherit glory, dominion,
exaltation, thrones and every power and attribute
developed and possessed by our Heavenly Father. This is
the object of our being on this earth. In order to attain unto
this exalted position, it is necessary that we go through this
mortal experience, or probation, by which we may prove
ourselves worthy, through the aid of our elder brother
Jesus. [Journal of Discourses, 19:260; Gospel Doctrine,
p.438]

• Christ is the great example for all mankind, and I believe
that mankind were as much foreordained to become like
him, as that he was foreordained to be the Redeemer of
man. "Whom God did foreknow" -- and whom did he not
foreknow? -- "he also did predestinate to be conformed to
the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among
many brethren." It is very plain that mankind are very far
from being like Christ, as the world is today, only in form
of person. In this we are like him, or in the form of his
person, as he is the express image of his Father's person.
We are therefore in the form of God, physically, and may
become like him spiritually, and like him in the possession
of knowledge, intelligence, wisdom and power.



The grand object of our coming to this earth is that we
may become like Christ, for if we are not like him, we
cannot become the sons of God, and be joint heirs with
Christ. [Journal of Discourses, 23:173; Gospel Doctrine,
p.18]

• The Lord Almighty lives; he made the heavens and the
earth, and the fountains of water; and we are his children,
his offspring, and we are not here by chance. The Lord
designed our coming, and the object of our being. He
designs that we shall accomplish our mission, to become
conformed to the likeness and image of Jesus Christ, that,
like him, we may be without sin unto salvation, like him we
may be filled with pure intelligence, and like him we may
be exalted to the right hand of the Father, to sit upon
thrones and have dominion and power in the sphere in
which we shall be called to act. I testify to this doctrine, for
the Lord has made me to know and feel the truth of it from
the crown of my head to the soles of my feet. [Conference
Report, April 1902, pp. 85- 86;  Gospel Doctrine, p.5]

• Had we not known before we came the necessity of our
coming, the importance of obtaining tabernacles, the glory
to be achieved in posterity, the grand object to be attained
by being tried and tested -- weighed in the balance, in the
exercise of the divine attributes, god-like powers and free
agency with which we are endowed; whereby, after
descending below all things, Christ-like, we might ascend
above all things, and become like our Father, Mother and
Elder Brother, Almighty and Eternal! -- we never would
have come. [Gospel Doctrine, p.13]

•  Men may array themselves against it; they may fight it
bitterly, as many have done from its incipiency; but still
the truth remains unshaken and undisturbed--the truth that
God did speak to His servant Joseph Smith, and did reveal
Himself unto him; not only the Father, but the Son also.
They did reveal themselves unto him, and they gave him
commandments and their law, their Gospel and their plan
of life eternal; salvation temporal and salvation spiritual,
salvation for the present and salvation throughout the
countless ages of eternity. This plan contemplated not only
salvation from sin and from the effects of sin here and
hereafter, but exaltation, glory, power and dominion, that
will come to the children of God through their obedience to
the laws and principles of the gospel, that the Lord has
truly revealed through the Prophet Joseph Smith. [
Conference Report, October 1909, p.3]

Heber J. Grant
• Man is the child of God, formed in the divine image and

endowed with divine attributes, and even as the infant son
of an earthly father and mother is capable in due time of
becoming a man, so that undeveloped offspring of celestial
parentage is capable, by experience through ages and
aeons, of evolving into a God. (From “The Origin of
Man,” a reissued First Presidency statement, Messages of
the First Presidency, 5:244)

• These duties and obligations are calculated to make us
Godlike in our disposition. They are calculated to make
Gods of us, and to fit and qualify us that we may become
joint heirs with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. [Gospel
Standards, p.38]

• This restoration of Priesthood and Gospel in their fulness
has poured out upon the peoples of the earth a divine
bounty of saving spiritual truth -- a gift free as air to every
man, no matter how high or how low he might be, who
would in humility seek and receive it, a gift that has
brought courage to him that faltered, consolation to him
that mourned, health to him that sickened, a living hope to
him that was downtrodden and oppressed, the joy of a full
life here, of exaltation and eternal progression hereafter to
him that lived the word. [Messages of the First
Presidency, 6:4]

• As we solemnly yet joyously commemorate the coming of
the Lord into mortality, to affirm His existence as the Son
of the Eternal Father, to assure by His sacrificial
atonement the universal redemption of the race from death,
and to make possible the salvation and exaltation of all
who will obey His law . . . [Messages of the First
Presidency, 5:288-289]

• We bear witness that this is the one true Church of the
Christ, and that except through it and the following of the
teachings and commandments it proclaims, men may not
reach the highest exaltation in the eternities to come.
[Messages of the First Presidency, 6:171]

George Albert Smith
• I know that we are identified with the Church that our

heavenly Father has restored in this day and if we will do
our part, we will gain exaltation in his celestial kingdom.
[Conference Report, October 1916, p.47]

• We are here as sons and daughters of the Living God,
trying to work our way through life until we shall be
worthy of an exaltation in the celestial kingdom. What a
privilege it is! Oh, how I hope we appreciate it this
morning and will continue to appreciate it as long as we



live upon the earth! [Conference Report, April 1946, p.5]

• The humblest member of the Church, if he keeps the
commandments of God, will obtain an exaltation just as
much as any other man in the celestial kingdom. The
beauty of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is that it makes us all
equal in as far as we keep the commandments of the Lord.
In as far as we observe to keep the laws of the Church we
have equal opportunities for exaltation. [Conference
Report, October 1933, p.25]

David O. McKay
• The gospel is a rational philosophy that teaches men how

to get happiness in this life, and exaltation in the life to
come. [Conference Report, October 1948, p.122]

• He who would ascend the stairway leading upward to
eternal life must tread it step by step from the base stone to
the summit of its flight. Not a single stair can be missed,
not one duty neglected if the climber would avoid danger
and delay, and arrive with all safety and expedition at the
topmost landing of the celestial exaltation. [Conference
Report, April 1938, p.18]

• Therefore, although God has created the universe and all
therein, "man is the jewel of God." This is just another way
of saying that the earth was created for man and not man
for the earth. God gave to man part of his divinity. He gave
man the power of choice, and no other creature in the
world has it. So he placed upon the individual the
obligation of conducting himself as an eternal being. You
cannot think of any greater gift that could come to a man
or woman than the freedom of choice. You alone are
responsible, and by wielding and exercising that freedom
of choice, you grow in character, you grow in intelligence,
you approach divinity, and eventually you may achieve
that high exaltation. That is a great obligation. Very few
people appreciate it. The roads are clearly marked -- one
offering animal existence, the other life abundant. Yet,
God's greatest creation -- man -- often is content to grovel
on the animal plane. [Conference Report, October 1969,
pp.6-7]

Joseph Fielding Smith 
• Mortality is the testing or proving ground for exaltation to

find out who among the children of God are worthy to
become Gods themselves, and the Lord has informed us
that “few there be that find it.” (Doctrines of Salvation,
1:69-70)

• This mortal probation was to be a brief period, just a short

span linking the eternity past with the eternity future. Yet
it was to be a period of tremendous importance. It would
either give to those who received it the blessing of eternal
life, which is the greatest gift of God, and thus qualify
them for godhood as sons and daughters of our Eternal
Father, or, if they rebelled and refused to comply with the
laws and ordinances which were provided for their
salvation, it would deny them the great gift and they would
be assigned, after the resurrection, to some inferior sphere
according to their works. [Doctrines of Salvation, 1:69]

• The Father has promised us that through our faithfulness
we shall be blessed with the fulness of his kingdom. In
other words we will have the privilege of becoming like
him. To become like him we must have all the powers of
godhood; thus a man and his wife when glorified will have
spirit children who eventually will go on an earth like this
one we are on and pass through the same kind of
experiences, being subject to mortal conditions, and if
faithful, then they also will receive the fulness of exaltation
and partake of the same blessings. There is no end to this
development; it will go on forever. We will become gods
and have jurisdiction over worlds, and these worlds will be
peopled by our own offspring. We will have an endless
eternity for this. [Doctrines of Salvation, 2:48]

• Those who receive exaltation in the celestial kingdom are
promised the fulness thereof. "All things are theirs, whether
life or death, or things present, or things to come." Our
Father in heaven is infinite; he is perfect; he possesses all
knowledge and wisdom. However, he is not jealous of his
wisdom and perfection, but glories in the fact that it is
possible for his children who obey him in all things and
endure to the end to become like him.

Man has within him the power, which the Father has
bestowed upon him, so to develop in truth, faith, wisdom,
and all the virtues, that eventually he shall become like the
Father and the Son; this virtue, wisdom, and knowledge on
the part of the faithful does not rob the Father and the Son,
but adds to their glory and dominion. Thus it is destined
that those who are worthy to become his sons and
joint-heirs with our Redeemer, would be heirs of the
Father's kingdom, possessing the same attributes in their
perfection, as the Father and the Son now possess.
[Doctrines of Salvation, 2:35]

• Those who are faithful in obtaining the priesthood and
magnifying their calling become members of the Church of
the Firstborn, receiving all that the Father hath; and this is
according to an oath and covenant that cannot be broken.
Now, how are they to receive all that the Father hath, if



something is withheld? And if something is not withheld,
how can they receive all that he hath and not become as he
is, that is, be gods themselves? . . . How can the saints
receive of his fulness and be equal with the Lord and not
be as he is, that is, gods? [Doctrines of Salvation, 2:36]

• The purpose of this mortal life is to prepare us to become
gods; even the sons and daughters of God. In the minds of
many misguided people, this thought appears as
blasphemy. For an elder of the Church to speak of the just
becoming gods through obedience to the words and laws of
the gospel stirs their souls to bitterness and anger. Yet this
is one of the plainest of all the teachings in the Bible. The
real intent of mortality is that we might, through the trials,
tribulations and blessings of the mortal life, come back into
the presence of our Eternal Father and his Son Jesus
Christ, to share all the blessings of a glorious exaltation. [
Answers to Gospel Questions, Vol.2, p.x]

Harold B. Lee
• The only place on earth where we can receive the fullness

of the blessings of the priesthood is in the holy temple.
That is the only place where, through holy ordinances, we
can receive that which will qualify us for exaltation in the
celestial kingdom. [Stand Ye In Holy Places, p.117]

 Spencer W. Kimball
• The gospel of Jesus Christ teaches men to live righteously,

to make the family supreme, the home inviolate. It moves
the characters of its adherents toward faultlessness. It is
the true way. If lived rightly it will ennoble men toward
Godhood. [Conference Report, Oct. 1971, p. 156; or
Ensign, Dec. 1971, p. 39]

• Mortal man has not become what he may become. Perhaps
there is something else that we will learn as we perfect our
bodies and our spirits in the times to come. You and I --
what helpless creatures are we! Such limited power we
have, and how little can we control the wind and the waves
and the storms! We remember the numerous scriptures
which, concentrated in a single line, were stated by a
former prophet, Lorenzo Snow: "As man now is, God once
was; as God now is, man may be." This is a power
available to us as we reach perfection and receive the
experience and power to create, to organize, to control
native elements. How limited we are now! We have no
power to force the grass to grow, the plants to emerge, the
seeds to develop. (The Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball,
p.26)

• Those without eternal marriage may be angels. Now, the

angels will be the people who did not go to the temple, who
did not have their work done in the temple. And if there are
some of us who make no effort to cement these ties, we
may be angels for the rest of eternity. But if we do all in
our power and seal our wives or husbands to us ... then we
may become gods and pass by the angels in heaven. (The
Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, p.51)

• Life was to be in three segments or estates: pre-mortal,
mortal, and immortal. The third stage would incorporate
exaltation -- eternal life with godhood -- for those who
would fully magnify their mortal lives. Performance in one
estate would vitally affect the succeeding estate or estates.
If a person kept his first estate, he would be permitted the
second or the mortal life as a further period of trial and
experience. If he magnified his second estate, his earth
experience, eternal life would await him. To that end men
go through the numerous experiences of earth life -- "to see
if they will do all things whatsoever the Lord their God
shall command them." (Abraham 3:25.)

We mortals who now live upon this earth are in our
second estate. Our very presence here in mortal bodies
attests the fact that we "kept" our first estate. Our spirit
matter was eternal and co-existent with God, but it was
organized into spirit bodies by our Heavenly Father. Our
spirit bodies went through a long period of growth and
development and training and, having passed the test
successfully, were finally admitted to this earth and to
mortality.

One definite purpose of our spirits coming to this earth
and assuming the mortal state was to obtain a physical
body. This body was to be subject to all the weaknesses,
temptations, frailties and limitations of mortality, and was
to face the challenge to overcome self.

While we lack recollection of our pre-mortal life,
before coming to this earth all of us understood definitely
the purpose of our being here. We would be expected to
gain knowledge, educate ourselves, train ourselves. We
were to control our urges and desires, master and control
our passions, and overcome our weaknesses, small and
large. We were to eliminate sins of omission and of
commission, and to follow the laws and commandments
given us by our Father. That the effort involved dignifies
and ennobles man has been recognized by the world's great
thinkers. Dante, for example, put it this way: "Consider
your origin; you were not formed to live like brutes, but to
follow virtue and knowledge."

We understood also that after a period varying from
seconds to decades of mortal life we would die, our bodies
would go back to Mother Earth from which they had been
created, and our spirits would go to the spirit world, where



we would further train for our eternal destiny. After a
period, there would be a resurrection or a reunion of the
body and the spirit, which would render us immortal and
make possible our further climb toward perfection and
godhood. This resurrection has been made available to us
through the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Creator
of this earth, who performed this incomparable service for
us -- a miracle we could not perform for ourselves. Thus
the way was opened for our immortality and -- if we prove
worthy -- eventual exaltation in God's kingdom. [The
Miracle of Forgiveness, p.5-6]

Ezra Taft Benson
• As God's offspring, we have His attributes in us. We are

gods in embryo, and thus have an unlimited potential for
progress and attainment. (Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson,
p.21)

• God has had a hand in the history of mankind. His purpose
is to bring to pass the immortality of all of His children,
and eternal life to those of His children who willingly
comply with His commandments. You will notice that I
have made a distinction between the terms immortality and
eternal life. Immortality is a free gift to all men because of
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Eternal life is the quality
of life enjoyed by our Heavenly Father. Those who fully
comply with His commandments believe the promise that
they will have this quality of life. [Teachings of Ezra Taft
Benson, p.26]

• Our Heavenly Father expects the youth and all members of
His Church to become exalted in the celestial kingdom. We
are not striving for the lower kingdoms; we are not
candidates for the telestial or terrestrial kingdoms. The
young people of this Church are candidates for the celestial
kingdom and the highest glory in that kingdom. That
requires a great deal, a great deal that has to do with our
day-to-day standards. This means not just going to Church,
not just holding the priesthood, not just being happy, as
measured by the world. It means living every standard of
the Church fully. [Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson, p.26]

Howard W. Hunter
• One of the purposes of this mortal life is to give us the

opportunity to prepare to meet God and go on with him in
eternal life by living the fullness of the gospel law. [The
Teachings of Howard W. Hunter, p. 25]

• Immortality and eternal life are sometimes erroneously
used interchangeably, but they are separate and distinct.
Immortality is a gift to all men whether they have pursued
good or evil in this earth life.  This comes as a result of the
atoning sacrifice of the Master, whereby all men shall be
resurrected and live again.  Eternal life, on the other hand,
will be received only by those who live the fullness of the
gospel and keep the commandments of the Lord (see D&C
29:43-44; 14:70. [The Teachings of Howard W. Hunter,
p. 14]

Gordon B. Hinckley
• I believe that through His atoning sacrifice, the offering of

His life on Calvary’s Hill, He expiated the sins of
mankind, relieving us from the burden of sin if we will
forsake evil and follow Him. I believe in the reality and the
power of His resurrection. I believe in the grace of God
made manifest through His sacrifice and redemption, and
I believe that through His atonement, without any price on
our part, each of us is offered the gift of resurrection from
the dead. I believe further that through that sacrifice there
is extended to every man and woman, every son and
daughter of God, the opportunity for eternal life and
exaltation in our Father’s kingdom, as we hearken and
obey His commandments. [Conference Report, Oct. 1986,
p. 67; or Ensign, Nov. 1986, p. 50–51]

• You will come to know your Redeemer as your greatest
friend in time or eternity. You will realize that through His
atoning sacrifice He has opened the way for eternal life and
an exaltation above and beyond your greatest
dreams.[Conference Report, Oct. 1995, p. 70; or Ensign,
Nov. 1995, p. 52]

Other Statements on Man’s Divine Potential

Marion G. Romney
Immortality connotes life without end.  Eternal life, on the

other hand, connotes quality of life—exaltation, the highest
type of immortality, the kind of life enjoyed by God himself. 

It is in the attainment of eternal life, which man must earn
in mortality, that he reaches his full potentiality. Man, being a
child of God—who himself is a glorified, resurrected, immortal
soul, enjoying eternal life—has, in harmony with the universal



law of nature, the potentiality to reach, in full maturity, the
high status of his Heavenly Father.

John was alluding to this truth when he wrote, “We [are]
the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be:
but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him”

To obtain this high estate Jesus enjoined men when he said,
“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father . . . in heaven is
perfect” (Matt. 5:48 [Matthew 5:48]).

Eternal life is to be obtained only through obedience to the
laws and ordinances of the gospel. “Enter ye in at the strait
gate,” said Jesus, “for strait is the gate, and narrow is the way
that leads to life, and few there be that find it” (3 Ne. 27:33 [3
Nephi 27:33]).

Although in this and other scripture Jesus warned and
taught that the gate to eternal life is strait and the way narrow,
he nevertheless made it clear that both the gate and the way are
open for every man who will qualify himself to enter. Here are
his words:
“Verily, thus saith the Lord: It shall come to pass that every
soul who forsaketh his sins and cometh unto me, and calleth on
my name, and obeyeth my voice, and keepeth my
commandments, shall see my face and know that I am. . . .

“I give unto you these sayings that you may understand
and know how to worship, and know what you worship, that
you may come unto the Father in my name, and in due time
receive of his fulness.

“For if you keep my commandments you shall receive of
his fulness, and be glorified in me as I am in the Father.”
(D&C 93:1, 19–20.)

The crowning work and glory of God is, therefore, as he
has said, to bring to pass the eternal life of man.

Such is the worth of a soul. Surely it “is great in the sight
of God” (D&C 18:10). They should be of like value in the sight
of men. As God’s work and glory is to bring to pass the eternal
life of man, so the desire, hope, and work of every man should
be to obtain eternal life for himself. And not for himself only
but also for his fellowmen; and it will be when he fully
appreciates who and what he is—his nature, origin, destiny,
and potentiality.

In comparison to eternal life, all else sinks into
insignificance. For, as Jesus said:

“What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul?

“Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?”
(Mark 8:36–37.) [Conference Report, Oct. 1978, p. 19; or
Ensign, Nov. 1978, p.14-15)

Boyd K. Packer
What is in error, then, when we use the term Godhood to

describe the ultimate destiny of mankind? We may now be
young in our progression—juvenile, even infantile, compared

with Him. Nevertheless, in the eternities to come, if we are
worthy, we may be like unto Him, enter His presence, “see as
[we] are seen, and know as [we] are known,” and receive a
“fulness” (D&C 76:94).

This doctrine is not at variance with the scriptures.
Nevertheless, it is easy to understand why some Christians
reject it, because it introduces the possibility that man may
achieve Godhood. [Conference Report, Oct. 1984, p. 83; or
Ensign, Nov. 1984, p. 68]

Dallin H. Oaks
• In the theology of the restored church of Jesus Christ, the

purpose of mortal life is to prepare us to realize our destiny
as sons and daughters of God—to become like him. Joseph
Smith and Brigham Young both taught that “no man . . .
can know himself unless he knows God, and he can not
know God unless he knows himself” (in Journal of
Discourses, 16:75; see also The Words of Joseph Smith,
ed. Andrew F. Ehat and Lyndon W. Cook [Provo:
Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young University,
1980], p. 340). The Bible describes mortals as “the
children of God” and as “heirs of God, and joint-heirs with
Christ” (Romans 8:16–17). It also declares that “we suffer
with him, that we may be also glorified together” (Romans
8:17) and that “when he shall appear, we shall be like him”
(1 John 3:2). We take these Bible teachings literally. We
believe that the purpose of mortal life is to acquire a
physical body and, through the atonement of Jesus Christ
and by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel,
to qualify for the glorified, resurrected celestial state that
is called exaltation or eternal life. . .

The purpose of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints is to help all of the children of God
understand their potential and achieve their highest destiny.
This church exists to provide the sons and daughters of
God with the means of entrance into and exaltation in the
celestial kingdom. This is a family-centered church in
doctrine and practices. Our understanding of the nature
and purpose of God the Eternal Father explains our destiny
and our relationship in his eternal family. Our theology
begins with heavenly parents. Our highest aspiration is to
be like them. Under the merciful plan of the Father, all of
this is possible through the atonement of the Only Begotten
of the Father, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. As
earthly parents we participate in the gospel plan by
providing mortal bodies for the spirit children of God. The
fulness of eternal salvation is a family matter. [Conference
Report, Apr. 1995, p. 16; or Ensign, May 1995, p.86- 87]

• Finally, in another usage familiar and unique to Latter-day
Saints, the words saved and salvation are also used to



denote exaltation or eternal life (see Abraham 2:11). This
is sometimes referred to as the “fulness of salvation”
(Bruce R. McConkie, The Mortal Messiah, 4 vols.
[1979–81], 1:242). This salvation requires more than
repentance and baptism by appropriate priesthood
authority. It also requires the making of sacred covenants,
including eternal marriage, in the temples of God and 

faithfulness to those covenants by enduring to the end. If we
use the word salvation to mean “exaltation,” it is premature for
any of us to say that we have been “saved” in mortality. That
glorious status can only follow the final judgment of Him who
is the Great Judge of the living and the dead. [Conference
Report, Apr. 1998, p. 78; or Ensign, May 1998, pp. 56–57)

Early Christian Fathers on Man’s Potential for Godhood

The modern Christianity has lost the concept that it is possible for man to attain godhood, the early Christian fathers
taught this as simply a matter of course.  The following are some quotes from orthodox and sainted early Christian fathers.

Saint Irenaeus 
Irenaeus (ca. 140- ca. 202) was bishop of Lyons in Gaul

in the late 2nd  century. He is considered by many to be the
first systematic theologian of Christianity.  He spent his early
years in Smyrna, when Polycarp was bishop.
• The Word of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, who did, through

His transcendent love, become what we are, that He might
bring us to be even what He is Himself. [ Against
Heresies, Book. 5, pref.]

• For we cast blame upon Him, because we have not been
made gods from the beginning, but at first merely men,
then at length gods; although God has adopted this course
out of His pure benevolence that no one may impute to
Him invidiousness or grudgingness.  He delcares, “I have
said, Ye are gods; and ye are all sons of the Highest.”  But
since we could not sustain the power of divinity, He adds,
“But ye shall die like men,” setting forth both truths–the
kindness of His free gift, and our weakness, and also that
we were possessed of power over ourselves.  For after His
great kindness He graciously conferred good [upon us],
and made men like to Himself, [that is] in their own power;
while at the same time by His prescience He knew the
infirmity of human beings, and the consequences which
would flow from it; but through [His] love and [His]
power, He shall overcome the substance of created nature.
For it was necessary, at first, that nature should be
exhibited; then, after that, that what was mortal should be
conquered and swallowed up by immortality, and the
corruptible by incorruptibility, and that man should be
made after the image and likeness of God, having received
the knowledge of good and evil. [Against Heresies, Book.

4, chapter 38, no. 4]

Saint Clement of Alexandria
Clement (c. 150- c. 215) was a theologian and teacher in

Alexandria, the brain of late 2nd century Christianity.

And now the Word Himself clearly speaks to thee,
shaming thy unbelief; yea, I say, the Owrd of God became
man, that you mayest learn from man how man may
become God. [Exhortation to the Heathen, 1]

Saint Justin Martyr
Justin Martyr (c. 100- c. 165) was an early Christian

apologist.
But as my discourse is not intended to touch on this

point, but to prove to you that the Holy Ghost reproaches
men because they were made like God, free from
suffering and death, provided that they kept His
commandments, and were deemed deserving of the name
of His sons, and yet they, becoming like Adam and Eve,
work out death for themselves; let the interpretation of
the Psalm be held just as you wish, yet thereby it is
demonstrated that all men are deemed worth of becoming
“gods,” and of having power to become sons of the
Highest . . . [Dialogue with Trypho, 124]

Saint Athanasius
Athanasius (c. 296-373) was Bishop of Alexandria.  He

played a major role in the council of Nicaea and fought
tirelessly against what he considered heresy.
C Therefore, He was not man, and then became God, but He

was God, and then became man, and that to deify us.
[Against the Arians, 1, 39]

C And how can there be deifying apart from the Word and
before Him? Yet, saith He to their brethren the Jews, ‘If
He called them gos, unto whom the Word of God came.’
And if all that are called sons and gods, whether in earth or
in heaven, were adopted and deified through the Word, and



the Son Himself is the Word, it is plain that through Him
are they all, and He Himself before all, or rather He
Himself only is the very Son . . . [Against the Arians, 1,
39]

C For if you object to my being rid of that corruption which
is by nature, see that you object not to God’s Word having
taken my form of servitude; for al the Lord, putting on the
body, became man, so we men are deified by the Word as
being taken to Him through His flesh, and henceforward
inherit life everlasting. [Against the Arians, 3, 34]

Saint Augustine
Augustine (354-430) was Bishop pf Hippo Regius

(modern Annaba, on the coast of Algeria).  He is considered
one of the greatest of the Christian fathers.

It is evident them, that he hath called men gods, that are 

deified of His Grace, not born of His Substance.  For He doth
justify, who is just through His own self, and not of another;
and He doth deify who is God through Himself, not by the
partaking of another.  But He that justifieth doth Himself
Himself deify, in that by justifying He doth make sons of God.
“For He hath given them power to become the sons of God.” If
we have been made sons of God, we have also been made gods:
but this is the effect of Grace adopting, not of nature
generating.  For the only Son of God, God, and one God with
the Father, Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, was in the
beginning the Word God.  The rest that are made gods, are
made by His own Grace, are not born of His Substance, that
they should be the same as He, but that by favour they should
come to Him, and be fellow-heirs with Christ. [Augustine, On
the Psalms, 50.2. ]


