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TITLE--The Roles of Jesus Christ in Fulfilling the Father’s Plan

Introduction
Jesus said, “I am among you as he that serveth” (Luke 22:24-27).
Jesus “the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.(John 14:6) It is His work to help

each all of Heavenly Father’s children to become gods.

1.  The Firstborn and Heir
Col. 1:15 Christ was the firstborn of all creatures. In other words, He is Heavenly Father and Mother’s first act
of creation. As Firstborn He is Heavenly Father’s Heir and leader (Hugh B. Brown, First Presidency, Conference
Report, Oct.1963, p.92.)

2.  The Agent, Spokesman of Heavenly Father
• Jesus acts as Heavenly Father through divine investiture of authority. (“Doctrinal Exposition by the First

Presidency and Quorum of the Twelve Apostles Reprint, Ensign, April 2002 ) 
• Harold B. Lee, President: Jesus Christ “clearly defined the role of each, the Lord to do the bidding of the

Father, in the execution of the whole plan of salvation for all mankind. (See Abr. 4.)” (Conference Report, Oct.
1970, 115) 

3. The Creator and King of the Earth
• God created the world through the agency of Jesus Christ. In fact, all that Heavenly Father creates He does so

through His son (Moses 1:31-33; Col. 1:15-16)
• As creator, Jesus Christ is King of this Earth.  John Taylor:

John Taylor (1808-87) President
The Scriptures … represent Christ as being the rightful heir, and inheritor of this world; they represent him as having

come once to atone for the sins of the world; but that he will afterwards come as its ruler, judge, and king. (Teachings of

Presidents of the Church: John Taylor [2001], 222)

Who made this earth? The Lord. Who sustains it? The Lord. Who upholds everything in the universe? The Lord. …
Who has a right to rule the nations, to control kingdoms and govern all the people of the earth?

This earth is properly the dwelling place, and rightful inheritance of the Saints. Inasmuch as it belongs to Jesus Christ,
it also belongs to his servants and followers, for we are told, “The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof,” [Psalm
24:1] and that, when things are in their proper place, “the Saints of the Most High shall take the kingdom, and possess
the kingdom, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the saints of the Most High.”
[See Daniel 7:18, 27.] It is therefore their rightful inheritance. (Teachings of Presidents of the Church: John Taylor [2001], 221-2)

4.  King of Israel
Jesus Christ needs help in achieving the Father’s plan. The house of Israel–valiant spirits in the premortal

realm–is the servant of Jesus Christ in this world. Christ is their King (Luke 1:26-33).

5. Jehovah
Jesus Christ is Jehovah of the Old Testament (D&C 110:1-4). Jehovah is the Hebrew word, “He is” and has the
meaning, “I have been, am now, and always will be.” This is to mean that Jehovah has always been , and always
will be God.  Russell M. Nelson Quorum of the Twelve Apostles has said: “We worship God the Eternal Father
in the name of His Son by the power of the Holy Ghost. We know the premortal Jesus to be Jehovah, God of the
Old Testament.”(Thus Shall My Church Be Called", Ensign, May 1990, p.16) 

6. Exemplar of the Father
• One of the important roles of Jesus Christ is to exemplify who the Father is ( Colossians 1:15; Hebrews 1:1-3).
• Jeffrey R. Holland, Quorum of the Twelve Apostles: Jeffrey R. Holland Quorum of the Twelve Apostles: “Of

the many magnificent purposes served in the life and ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ, one great aspect of that
mission often goes uncelebrated. His followers did not understand it fully at the time, and many in modern
Christianity do not grasp it now, but the Savior Himself spoke of it repeatedly and emphatically. It is the grand
truth that in all that Jesus came to say and do, including and especially in His atoning suffering and sacrifice,
He was showing us who and what God our Eternal Father is like, how completely devoted He is to His children
in every age and nation. In word and in deed Jesus was trying to reveal and make personal to us the true nature
of His Father, our Father in Heaven.” (“The Grandeur of God,” Ensign, Nov. 2003)

7. The Savior and Redeemer of the World
One of the most important works of Jesus Christ is the Atonement. Mankind would be eternally lost without his
atoning sacrifice (2 Ne. 2:5-10)



8. The Advocate
D&C 45:3-5 Jesus Christ is our advocate with the Father in which we are pronounced clean, meaning we are free
to return to His presence.

9. The Father who Abide the Gospel
Through the Savior’s atonement and through the ordinances of the gospel, we become adopted to Jesus Chris and
become joint-heirs with Him.  The First Presidency has said: 

“That by obedience to the Gospel men may become sons of God, both as sons of Jesus Christ, and, through Him, as sons of His
Father, is set forth in many revelations given in the current dispensation. Thus we read in an utterance of the Lord Jesus Christ to Hyrum
Smith in 1829: "Behold, I am Jesus Christ, the Son of God. I am the life and the light of the world. I am the same who came unto my
own and my own received me not; But verily, verily, I say unto you, that as many as receive me, to them will I give power to become
the sons of God, even to them that believe on my name. Amen." (Doc. & Cov. 11:28-30) ...

“Men may become children of Jesus Christ by being born anew-born of God  .... Those who have been born unto God through
obedience to the Gospel may by valiant devotion to righteousness obtain exaltation and even reach the status of Godhood. ... By the
new birth-that of water and the Spirit-mankind may become children of Jesus Christ, being through the means by Him provided
"begotten sons and daughters unto God" (Doc. & Cov. 76:2). (Messages of the First Presidency, 6 vols. [1965-75], 5:, pp.27-31; also
see a recent printing in Ensign, Apr 2002)

10. Judge
Jesus Christ, because He has paid the penalty of man’s sins, also is the judge.


