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TOPIC: Importance of Seeing Big Picture    

Reading Assignment No. and Title:  No. 1: The Importance of Seeing the Big Picture

Introduction and Main topic of reading assignment:
It is important that we see the Big Picture–the whole of “the great plan of the Eternal God” (Al 34:9). To

understand my general as well as specific role that I am foreordained to do while in this mortal life, I must

understand the big picture and the importance of my role in that picture. And I must keep that picture before

my view.  The following a great quotes–

• President Gordon B. Hinckley: “We must ever keep before us the big picture, while not neglecting the details. That

large picture is a portrayal of the whole broad mission of the Church; but it is painted one brush stroke at a time

through the lives of all members, the composite of whose activities becomes the Church at work.” (Ensign, Nov. 1983,

51)

• Dallin H. Oaks: “The gospel of Jesus Christ explains our journey in mortality and shows us our destination in eternity.

[In mortality] There are obstacles all around us. We labor hard to reach our goals. Sometimes we see no signs of

progress. We can become exhausted and discouraged. We may even lose sight of our destination. But we must not

give up. If we could only see above our current circumstances and know our true location on the journey to eternal

life, we would realize what great progress we are making. (“Gospel Culture,” Ensign, Mar 2012, 40 )

This reading assignment had the following sub-topics– 

Sub-topic: The Dispensation of the Fulness of Times

• The dispensation we live in is called the dispensation of the fulness of times (D&C 128:18; cf. 27:13; 138:53). David

A. Bednar of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles defined a gospel dispensation in these words: “A gospel

dispensation is a period of time in which the necessary priesthood authority, ordinances, and doctrinal knowledge

are found on the earth to implement the Father’s plan of salvation for His children.” (From “To Sweep the Earth as With

a Flood,” delivered on August 19, 2014, during Campus Education Week at Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah. lds.org/prophets-and-

apostles;) There have been dispensations from the days of Adam through the ministry of Jesus Christ.

• Elder Bednar: “Apostasy from the truth occurred in each previous dispensation. However, the work of salvation that

was commenced but not completed in those earlier [times] continues into the final dispensation.” (From “To Sweep

the Earth as With a Flood,” delivered on August 19, 2014, during Campus Education Week at Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah.

lds.org/prophets-and-apostles;)

• This is the last gospel dispensation. President Gordon B. Hinckley (1910-2008) “One is led to wonder why it was so

important that both the Father and the Son appear. I think it was because They were ushering in the dispensation of the fulness

of times, the last and final dispensation of the gospel, when there would be gathered together in one the elements of all

previous dispensations. This was to be the final chapter in the long chronicle of God's dealing with men and women upon the

earth.” (“The Stone Cut Out of the Mountain,” Ensign, Nov 2007, 84; emphasis added).

• Gathering all of Heavenly Father’s children, including all those in the spirit world who have never had opportunity of have the

gospel, to Zion is the work of the latter-dispensation.  Joseph Smith: “The work of the Lord in these last days, is one of vast

magnitude and almost beyond the comprehension of mortals. Its glories are past description, and its grandeur unsurpassable.

It is the theme which has animated the bosom of prophets and righteous men from the creation of the world down through

every succeeding generation to the present time; and it is truly the dispensation of the fullness of times, when all things which



are in Christ Jesus, whether in heaven or on the earth, shall be gathered together in Him, and when all things shall be restored,

as spoken of by all the holy prophets since the world began. “(Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith [2007], 512-3; emphasis added)

Sub-topic: Choice Spirits Held in Reserve

• Ezra Taft Benson (1899-1994) President spoke of those reserved for the last dispensation:

For nearly six thousand years, God has held you in reserve to make your appearance in the final days before the second

coming of the Lord. . . While our generation will be comparable in wickedness to the days of Noah, when the Lord cleansed

the earth by flood, there is a major difference this time. It is that God has saved for the final inning some of His strongest

children, who will help bear off the kingdom triumphantly. That is where you come in, for you are the generation that must

be prepared to meet your God. ...

In all ages prophets have looked down through the corridors of time to our day. Billions of the deceased and those yet

to be born have their eyes on us. Make no mistake about it–you are a marked generation. There has never been more

expected of the faithful in such a short period of time than there is of us. Never before on the face of this earth have the

forces of evil and the forces of good been as well organized. Now is the great day of the devil's power. But now is also the

great day of the Lord's power, with the greatest number ever of priesthood holders on the earth. (Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson

[1988], 104-5)

Sub-heading: Reserved, Preserved, and Pushed Forward 

• Elder Neal A. Maxwell (1926-2004) of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles spoke of the difficult age experienced

by the reserved spirits coming in the present age of the world: “We have long heard, and believed, that the Lord has

reserved special spirits to come forth in the last days of the last dispensation. The Church’s rising generation of young men and

women are a part of that vanguard. Reserved by the Lord for this time, they must now be preserved by parents and prepared

for their special moment in human history! They have been held back to come forth at this time, but now they need to be

pushed forward to meet their rendezvous. . . .  This rising generation is the first generation to be reared in a time when society’s

other institutions, previously supportive of certain moral standards, have been largely neutralized, or worse, secularized. This

rising generation, shorn of such external support systems, must therefore believe “because of the word”—and behave because

they believe! (See Alma 32:13–14.) (“Unto the Rising Generation,” Ensign, Apr. 1985, 8; underling added)

Sub-heading: The Necessity of Seeing the Big Picture

• Part of being “pushed forward” is seeing the big picture. Casual church membership will not cut it.  We must have

a bonfire of a testimony regarding the gospel. 

• Joseph B. Wirthlin of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles: “We can fortify ourselves with the protection provided

by a burning testimony that, like a bonfire, has been built adequately and maintained carefully.

“Unfortunately, some in the Church may believe sincerely that their testimony is a raging bonfire when it

really is little more than the faint flickering of a candle. Their faithfulness has more to do with habit than

holiness, and their pursuit of personal righteousness almost always takes a back seat to their pursuit of personal

interests and pleasure. With such a feeble light of testimony for protection, these travelers on life's highways

are easy prey for the wolves of the adversary.” ("Spiritual Bonfires of Testimony," Ensign, Nov. 1992, 34; emphasis added) 

• We must come to learn and have testimony of God’s eternal plan.

Sub-heading: The Big Picture

• Amulek called God’s plan, the “great plan of the Eternal God.” It represents  the big picture, or the eternal picture.

• Gordon B. Hinckley (1910-2008) President “We must ever keep before us the big picture, while not neglecting the

details. That large picture is a portrayal of the whole broad mission of the Church; but it is painted one brush stroke

at a time through the lives of all members, the composite of whose activities becomes the Church at work. (Ensign,

Nov. 1983, 51)


