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Joseph Smith: U. S. Constitution – Hang upon a Thread

Brigham Young, Journal of  Discourses, 7:15 — Will the Constitution be destroyed? No; it will be held inviolate by this 
people; and, as Joseph Smith said, “The time will come when the destiny of  the nation will hang upon a single 
thread. At that critical juncture, this people will step forth and save it from the threatened destruction.” It will be so.

With regard to the doings of  our fathers and the Constitution of  the United States, I have to say, they present to 
us a glorious prospect in the future, but one we cannot attain to until the present abuses in the Government are 
corrected. [July 4, 1854. U.S. Civil War starts about 7 years later.]

Teachings of  Ezra Taft Benson, 618-619 — The Lord told the Prophet Joseph Smith there would be an attempt to 
overthrow the country by destroying the Constitution. Joseph Smith predicted that the time would come when the 
Constitution would hang, as it were, by a thread, and at that time “this people will step forth and save it from the 
threatened destruction” (Journal of  Discourses, 7:15). It is my conviction that the elders of  Israel, widely spread over the 
nation, will at that crucial time successfully rally the righteous of  our country and provide the necessary balance of  
strength to save the institutions of  constitutional government.

If  the Gentiles on this land reject the word of  God and conspire to overthrow liberty and the Constitution, their 
doom is fixed, and they “shall be cut off  from among my people who are of  the covenant” (1 Ne 16:6; 3 Ne 21:11, 
14, 21; D&C 84:114-115, 117 [Ether 2:8-10]).

Ibid., 619-620 — For years we have heard of  the role the elders could play in saving the Constitution from total 
destruction. But how can the elders be expected to save it if  they have not studied it and are not sure if  is being 
destroyed or what is destroying it?

Ibid., 620 — The Prophet Joseph Smith is reported to have prophesied the role the priesthood might play to save our 
inspired Constitution. Now is the time to move forward courageously — to become alerted, informed, and active.

We know, as do no other people, that the Constitution of  the United States is inspired — established by men 
whom the Lord raised up for that very purpose. We cannot — we must not — shirk our sacred responsibility to rise 
up in defense of  our God-given freedom.

Ibid., 622 — I have faith that the Constitution will be saved, as prophesied by Joseph Smith. It will be saved by the 
righteous citizens of  this nation who love and cherish freedom. It will be saved by the enlightened members of  this 
Church — among others — men and women who understand and abide the principles of  the Constitution. [Ensign, 
November 1987, 6-7.]

Ibid., 623 — The Prophet Joseph Smith saw the part the elders of  Israel would play in this constitutional crisis. Will 
there be some of  us who won’t care about saving the Constitution, others who will be blinded by the craftiness of  
men, and some who will knowingly be working to destroy it? He who has ears to hear and eyes to see can discern by 
the Spirit and through the words of  God’s mouthpiece that our liberties are being taken.

Ibid., 623-624 — To all who have discerning eyes, it is apparent that the republican form of  government established 
by our noble forefathers cannot long endure once fundamental principles are abandoned. Momentum is gathering 
for another conflict — a repetition of  the crisis of  two hundred years ago. This collision of  ideas is world-wide. The 
issue is the same that precipitated the great premortal conflict — will men be free to determine their own course of  
action or must they be coerced.

We are fast approaching that moment prophesied by Joseph Smith when he said: “Even this nation will be on 
the very verge of  crumbling to pieces and tumbling to the ground, and when the Constitution is upon the brink of  
ruin, this people will be the staff  upon which the nation shall lean, and they shall bear the Constitution away from 
the very verge of  destruction” (Church Historian’s Office, Salt Lake City, July 19, 1840).


