
Teachings Concerning 

The Grand Council

Scriptural Teachings Concerning the Premortal
Grand Council

Scriptural references regarding what Joseph Smith called “the
grand council” are very fragmentary. Read through the following
and record what each account reveals:

• D&C 121:32

• Abraham 3:22-28

• Moses 4:1-4

• D&C 29:36-38

• D&C 76:25-27

• 2 Nephi 2:17-18

Having read these accounts, what things are NOT actually
discussed that we speak about in discussions regarding the
council? 

 

 

The Council of the Gods

Joseph Smith (1805-44) President

• The head God called together the Gods and sat in
grand council to bring forth the world. The grand
councilors sat at the head in yonder heavens and
contemplated the creation of the worlds which were
created at the time. ...

In the beginning, the head of the Gods called a
council of the Gods; and they came together and
concocted [i.e., prepared, devised] a plan to create the
world and people it. (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith,
sel Joseph Fielding Smith [1976], pp. 348-349; see original reports
of the sermon from which this quote comes from in Andrew Ehat and
Lyndon W. Cook, The Words of Joseph Smith [1980], pp. 338-362;
also the Joseph Smith Papers.org)

• At the first organization in heaven we were all present and
saw the Savior chosen and appointed and the plan of
salvation made, and we sanctioned it.  (Teachings of
Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith [2007], p.209)

The Father’s Plan Was Presented

Ezra Taft Benson (1899-1994) President

We understand that the purpose of the Council in Heaven
was to announce and present the plan of redemption for the
salvation of all of God’s children. The council was called so
that every man and woman could sustain the provisions of
the Father’s plan, which required that all people obtain
mortal bodies, be tried and proven in all things, and have

opportunity to choose of their own free will to obey the laws
and ordinances essential to their exaltation. (Teachings of Ezra
Taft Benson [1988], pp.23-24)

L. Tom Perry Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

We also know that our Father held a great council to
explain the purpose of earth life. We had the opportunity of
accepting or rejecting the plan of salvation. It was not
forced upon us. The essence of the plan was that man
would have an opportunity of working out his own salvation
on earth, with God’s help. A leader was selected to teach
us how to follow the plan and to redeem us from sin and
death. As the Lord explained to Moses, ‘Behold, my
Beloved Son, which was my Beloved and Chosen from the
beginning, said unto me—Father, thy will be done, and the
glory be thine forever’ (Moses 4:2).

Jesus Christ, our Elder Brother, became the leader in
advocating the plan designed by the Father, and we
accepted the plan and its conditions. With that choice we
earned the right to come to earth and enter our second
estate. (“The Plan of Salvation,” Ensign, Nov. 2006, p. 70)

Bruce R. McConkie (1915-1985) Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

God the Eternal Father, the Father of the Firstborn and of
all the spirit hosts, as an exalted and glorified Being, having
all power and dominion, possessing all knowledge and all
truth, personifying and being the embodiment of all godly
attributes, did, of his own will, ordain and establish the plan
of salvation whereby Christ and all his other spirit children
might have power to advance and progress and become
like him.

God ordained the plan. He established it. It is his plan. It
was not adopted by the Father following one suggestion
coming from Christ and another originating with Lucifer.
The Father is the author of the plan of salvation, a plan that
he created so that Christ, his Firstborn, plus all the rest of
his spirit children might be saved. (The Promised Messiah [1978],
pp.48-52)

Earth Would Be a Proving Ground

Read Abraham 3:24-25

Spencer W. Kimball (1895-1985) President

  When we were spiritual beings, fully organized and able to
think and study and understand with him, our Heavenly
Father said to us, in effect: “Now, my beloved children, in
your spirit state you have progressed about as far as you
can. To continue your development, you need physical
bodies. I intend to provide a plan whereby you may continue
your growth. As you know, one can grow only by
overcoming.

“Now,” said the Lord, “we shall take of the elements at
hand and organize them into an earth, place thereon
vegetation and animal life, and permit you to go down upon
it. This will be your proving ground. We shall give you a rich



earth, lavishly furnished for your benefit and enjoyment, and
we shall see if you will prove true and do the things that are
asked of you. I will enter into a contract with you. If you will
agree to exercise control over your desires and continue to
grow toward perfection and godhood by the plan which I
shall provide, I will give to you a physical body of flesh and
bones and a rich and productive earth, with sun, water,
forests, metals, soils, and all other things necessary to feed
and clothe and house you and give to you every enjoyment
that is proper and for your good. In addition to this, I will
make it possible for you to eventually return to me as you
improve your life, overcoming obstacles and approaching
perfection.”

To the above most generous offer, we as sons and
daughters of our Heavenly Father responded with gratitude.
We took our turns and came to earth, as bodies were
prepared by our earthly parents. We are now on trial—on
the proving ground. This, also, is an absolute truth. It
cannot be disproved. It is an incontrovertible fact. If one can
accept these unassailable truths, then he is ready to start
his experimentation and his laboratory work.  (“Absolute Truth,”
Ensign, Sept. 1978, p. 5)

Joseph Fielding Smith (1876-1972) President

Preparations were made by which we could pass through
this mortal probation, receiving tabernacles of flesh that we
might go on to perfection. To bring about this change and
to give to us the additional blessings, it was necessary that
we also come in contact with pain, temptation and sin. In
the world of spirits we could not suffer physical pain and
understand the various conditions which are peculiar to
mortal life. That we might have the knowledge of these
things we had to experience them. The Father, therefore,
through his Son, made known to us the plan of salvation.
The full purpose of existence was explained to us in a
grand council held in the heavens. We were informed that
when we came to this present world we would have to
suffer the ills of mortality. Among these ills we would be
tried and tempted and only those who were willing to abide
in the covenants of the Lord–which would be given us
here–should have the privilege of returning again to his
presence. We were told that many would fail because they
would yield to sin and would reject the counsels of the
Father, for their exaltation could only come on merit.
Agency should be given us, and therefore each individual
should have the privilege of choosing for himself whether
he would keep the commandments of the Lord or whether
he would rebel and follow sin. However, all should be
rewarded according to their works and should be graded
accordingly.

We are informed that in this grand council, when this plan
was presented, we rejoiced, “and all the sons of God
shouted for joy.” (Job 38:7)  (The Way to Perfection [1935], pp.
30-32 (The Way to Perfection [1935], pp. 30-31)

The Rebellion

Howard W.  Hunter (1907-1995) President

Our Father in Heaven wanted our growth to continue in
mortality and to be enhanced by our freedom to choose and
learn. He also wanted us to exercise our faith and our will,
especially with a new physical body to master and control. But
we know from both ancient and modern revelation that Satan

wished to deny us our independence and agency in that
now-forgotten moment long ago, even as he wishes to deny
them this very hour. Indeed, Satan violently opposed the
freedom of choice offered by the Father, so violently that John
in the Revelation described “war in heaven” (Revelation 12:7)
over the matter. Satan would have coerced us, and he would
have robbed us of that most precious of gifts if he could: our
freedom to choose a divine future and the exaltation we all
hope to obtain.

Through Christ and his valiant defense of our Father’s plan,
the course of agency and eternal aspirations prevailed. In that
crucial, premortal setting, a major milestone was passed, a
monumental victory was won. As a result, we would be
allowed to continue to pursue what President David O. McKay
once described as the “eternal principle of progress.” Later
Christ himself would come to earth, President McKay noted,
“to perfect society by perfecting the individual, and only by the
exercising of Free Agency can the individual even approach
perfection” (In Conference Report, Apr. 1940, p. 118). (“The
Golden Thread of Choice,” Ensign, Nov. 1989, p. 17)

David A Bednar Quorum of the Twelve Apostles
In the premortal council, our Heavenly Father presented

to His spirit sons and daughters His plan for their eternal
progression and happiness.

“And we will prove them herewith, to see if they will do all
things whatsoever the Lord their God shall command them;

“And they who keep their first estate shall be added upon;
and they who keep not their first estate shall not have glory
in the same kingdom with those who keep their first estate;
and they who keep their second estate shall have glory
added upon their heads for ever and ever.

“And the Lord said: Whom shall I send? And one
answered like unto the Son of Man: Here am I, send me.
And another answered and said: Here am I, send me. And
the Lord said: I will send the first.

“And the second was angry, and kept not his first estate;
and, at that day, many followed after him.” (Abraham 3:24-
28)

Note that only one plan was presented in the premortal
council–the Father’s plan.  Our Heavenly Father did not
pose the question, “What shall we do?”  He did not seek
input, solicit recommendations, ore request proposals. 
Rather, He presented the basic elements of His plan and
asked, “Whom shall I send?” The essence of His question
focused upon who should be sent to execute the terms and
conditions of His plan.

Lucifer’s Rebellion
The first to answer the question posed by Heavenly

Father was Jesus Christ; the second was Lucifer. 
Additional details about the two respondents and their
replies to the Father’s question were revealed to Moses.

“And I, the Lord God, spake unto Moses, saying: That
Satan, whom thou hast commanded in the name of mine
Only Begotten, is the same which was from the beginning,
and he came before me, saying--Behold, here am I, send
me, I will be thy son, and I will redeem all mankind, that one
soul shall not be lost, and surely I will do it; wherefore give
me thine honor.

“But, behold, my Beloved Son, which was my Beloved
and Chosen from the beginning, said unto me–Father, thy
will be done, and the glory be thine forever” (Moses 4:1-2)



These verses show a stark contrast between the nature
and character of the Savior versus the nature and character
of Lucifer.  The statement of Jesus includes no references
to Himself.  Before the foundation of the earth and from the
beginning of time, Jesus humbly turned outward, desired to
do the will of the Father, and wanted only to bring glory to
Him.  The Lord’s willingness to submit to God’s will and
offer Himself as the infinite and eternal atoning sacrifice
(see Alma 34:10) preserved moral agency in mortality for
Heavenly Father’s spirit children.  Thus, as sons and
daughters of God we are agents with the inherent capacity
to act and to learn–and not objects that primarily are acted
upon (see 2 Nephi 2:26).

Satan, on the other hand, turned inward, desired to
achieve his own selfish interests, and wanted to usurp the
glory of the Father for himself.  The rebellious declaration
of the devil uses the words I or me six times in a sentence
of thirty-five words.  The adversary’s desire was that we as
learners would only be acted upon.

The consequences of the adversary’s insurrection also
are described in scriptures.

“Wherefore, because that Satan rebelled against me, and
sought to destroy the agency of man, which I, the Lord
God, had given him, and also, that I should give unto him
mine own power; by the power of mine Only Begotten, I
caused that he should be cast down;

“And he became Satan, yea, even the devil, the father of
all lies, to deceive and to blind men, and to lead them
captive at his will, even as many as would not hearken unto
my voice.”  (Moses 4:3-4; emphasis added)

Please remember that Lucifer did not present a plan that
subsequently was voted down by a majority of the
participants in the premortal council.  He was not a
sympathetic figure who lost a close election.  He was a
malcontent who rebelled!  Selfishness, pride, and
arrogance motivated his revolt against the Father’s plan.

The adversary’s intent was to negate agency.  If agency
were nullified, then no sins or transgressions ever would
have been committed by the sons and daughters of
God–no fall of Adam and no individual sins.  If no sins or
transgressions were committed, then the law of justice
would not be violated.  And if the law of justice were not
violated, then there would be no need for a redeeming
sacrifice to meet the demands of the law.

Lucifer sought for the glory of the Father without a
willingness to abide by the law of the harvest (see Galatians
6:7) and pay the price.  He had absolutely no concern for or
interest in our welfare; he only wanted to use us to get
something for himself.  The selfish strategy he employed in
the premortal council was the first “something for nothing”
scam ever attempted.

The devil’s premortal actions speak volumes about who
he is, what he wants, and how he works.  Satan is
impatient, impulsive, impetuous, and intolerant–and “he
seeketh that all men might be miserable like unto himself”
(2 Nephi 2:27). (From Act in Doctrine [2012], pp. 37-40)

The Council Plans the Creation of the Earth

Point One: God is a Planner–We must first understand
that God is a planner.

L. Tom Perry (1922-2015) Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

If you want the extreme example of planning, you must
turn to the scriptures. See how carefully the Lord has laid
out His plan to guide His children to their eternal destiny.
Perhaps the example of His careful planning would
motivate us to give more energy to spending sufficient
time to plan what we want to accomplish in our lives.

The Lord introduced to Moses His great planning
process for His children. He declared: “For behold, this is
my work and my glory—to bring to pass the immortality
and eternal life of man” (Moses 1:39). His great plan,
which included the atoning sacrifice, was to give
immortality to all mankind. Through the gift and power of
the priesthood, those who would adhere and follow His
plan would receive life eternal, the greatest gift God can
give to His children.

In 2 Nephi 9:13, Nephi declared, “O how great the plan
of our God!” In Moses 6:62 we read, “And now, behold,
I say unto you: This is the plan of salvation unto all men,
through the blood of mine Only Begotten, who shall come
in the meridian of time.”

As we follow the course of scriptures, we find abundant
reference to the Lord’s plan that will be accomplished for
His children here on earth. A history of the process of
following that plan certainly testifies of its completeness
and consistency.

In Moses 4:1 we read of a great council in heaven
being held in which Satan came forward.

And I, the Lord God, spake unto Moses, saying: That
Satan, whom thou hast commanded in the name of mine
Only Begotten, is the same which was from the beginning,
and he came before me, saying—Behold, here am I, send
me, I will be thy son, and I will redeem all mankind, that
one soul shall not be lost, and surely I will do it; wherefore
give me thine honor. (Moses 4:1) 

But that was not the Lord’s plan. “But, behold, my
Beloved Son, which was my Beloved and Chosen from
the beginning, said unto me—Father, thy will be done,
and the glory be thine forever” (Moses 4:2). The Savior
declared the Lord’s plan, and we had the right of
accepting that plan and thus being privileged to
experience mortality. (30 October 2007, BYU Speeches
[https://speeches.byu.edu])

Point Two: Abraham 4:1 -5:5 –Is the account of the
Council’s planning of the creation.
Spencer W. Kimball (1895-1985) President

A plan was presented in the great council. Before this
earth was created the Lord made a blueprint, as any great
contractor will do before constructing. He drew up the
plans, wrote the specifications, and presented them. He
outlined it and we were associated with him. This was
probably when, according to the scientist, this earth was
just a nebulous mass in space.  (The Teachings of Spencer W.
Kimball [1982], p.29)


