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Bruce Satterfield
Notes from meeting concerning Chapter 4           
Date: 24 September 2002

In this session, Dr. Thomas and I met to discuss the research findings recorded in Chapter
Four - The Winter of 1832-33: Adult Education Begins in Kirtland ,Ohio.  The following are
notes my notes from that meeting regarding his concerns.   His concerns are bolded.  My
responses follow.

• In a paragraph dealing with LDS concept of learning (p. ), I quote a recent scholar

who interprets the phrase “Seek learning by study and also by faith.”  Dr. Thomas

wondered if there was a source contemporary with the school of the prophets who

offered an interpretation of that phrase.  I have found none.

• Regarding the quote from Jeremias, Dr. Thomas wondered at the statement I make

saying that the school was “concerned with definite eschatological expectation.”  He

felt that the statement was true but that I needed to give evidence justifying it.  I

have done so.

• Does the phrase “first laborer” refer to those first converted or does it mean first

leadership of the Church?  We discussed this but found no other evidence than that

which I quoted in the study.

• Dr. Thomas questioned the applicability of the 1834 quote regarding the purpose of

the School of the Elders to the School of the Prophets.  We viewed the D&C 88

statement and the 1834 statement and notice the consistency in thought and language.

• Dr. Thomas asked how well the code of conduct was kept?  There are no statements

relative to the code of conduct after having been given.

• Regarding the appointed teacher praying in the School, is there evidence that the
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students ever saw him?  I answered that we have none.  I adjusted the paper

accordingly.

• Any evidence about the salutation offered - that they actually did it the way D&C 88

dictates?  No.

• He wanted to know if I could add to the significance of the first day of the School of

the Prophets, which is described in detail by contemporary records?  Not really.

• He recommended that I visit the Church Archives at the Historical Department of

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to check on other material that

might pertain to this study.  I have done so and found it helpful, particularly for the

subjects of the next chapters.
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Dr. John C. Thomas
Notes from meeting concerning Chapter 4
24 September 2002

Questions are bolded.  Results of discussion follow.

• What specific “eschatological expectations” informed the church’s projects in

Kirtland? What hints are given in the early revelations to Joseph Smith?  The main

premise, traceable in Joseph Smith’s inspired revision of the Bible and in revelations

published in the Doctrine and Covenants, is that these people were living in the

“dispensation of the fulness of times,” preparatory to the millennial reign of Jesus Christ,

and that all things from past religious history would be restored again to earth in this

era–including religious schools alluded to in Old Testament times.

• Is an 1834 quote about the “School of the Elders” applicable to the “School of the

Prophets” in 1832-33?  The language of the statement is consistent with language in the

founding revelation of the original school (Doctrine and Covenants 88).

• Why did they tackle adult education first?  Why not start with Sunday schools for

juveniles?  Not sure–the main motivation seems to be the education of the adult

missionary corps of the church. In later years (1838), Sidney Rigdon did call for greater

attention to the education of children.

• How well were the rules of the schools observed?  It’s unclear–there are only a few

recorded incidents of conflict within the various schools, and no clear evidence that any

one was excluded from the gatherings for bad behavior.

• Is there any evidence that the presiding officer’s invocation (as prescribed in D&C
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88) was observable by other participants?  Not necessarily–contemporary records are

ambiguous.  

• What about the prescribed salutation–any evidence of how that worked in practice? 

No.

• What can the author add to help readers understand the significance of the first day

of the School of the Prophets, which is described in detail by contemporary records? 

• I recommended that Bruce contact an archivist at the Historical Department of The

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to check on other documentary evidence

that may be helpful in the historical chapters. (He did so.)


