Adam-ondi-Ahman
Chronology of Events in Adam-ondi-Ahman
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Adam lived in Adam-ondi-Ahman after being cast out of the Garden of Eden
Adam offered sacrifice as commanded of the Lord
Adam was baptized, received the Holy Ghost and temple ordinances
Three years before he died, Adam met with his righteous posterity and gave them the temple
ordinances
May 19, 1838, Joseph Smith revealed the location of Adam-ondi-Ahman
June 25, 1838, saints living at Adam-ondi-Ahman were organized into a stake of Zion
Latter-day Meeting at Adam-ondi-Ahman

Discovery
History of the Church, 3:34-35
Saturday, May 19, 1838 -- This m orning we struck our
tents and form ed a line of m arch, crossing Grand River at
the m outh of Honey Creek and Nelson’s Ferry. Grand
River is a large, beautiful, deep and rapid stream , during
the high waters of Spring, and will undoubtedly adm it of
navigation by steam boat and other water craft. At the
m outh of Honey Creek is a good landing. W e pursued our
course up the river, m ostly through tim ber, for about
eighteen m iles, when we arrived at Colonel Lym an W ight’s
hom e. He lives at the foot of Tower Hill (a nam e I gave the
place in consequence of the rem ains of an old Nephite
altar or tower that stood thee), where we cam ped for the
Sabbath.
In the afternoon I went up the river about half a m ile to
W ight’s Ferry, accom panied by President Rigdon, and m y
clerk, George W . Robinson, for the purpose of selecting
and laying claim to a city plat near said ferry in Daviess
County, township 60, ranges 27 and 28, and sections 25,
36, 31, and 3 0, which the brethren called “Spring Hill,” but
by the m outh of the Lord it was nam ed Adam -ondi-Ahm an,
because, said He, it is the place where Adam shall com e
to visit his people, or the Ancient of Days shall sit, as
spoken of by Daniel the Prophet.
D&C 116 May 19, 1838
SPRING Hill is nam ed by the Lord Adam -ondi-Ahm an,
because, said he, it is the place where Adam shall com e to
visit his people, or the Ancient of Days shall sit, as spoken
of by Daniel the prophet.
Robert J. M atthew s
Elder Dyer also has gathered reports of early brethren and

residents of Daviess county which describe
Adam -ondi-Ahm an as the site of two ancient altars
(neither of which is now to be seen) used by Adam . One
of these, an “altar of prayer” he locates not far from the
Lym an W ight house on Tower Hill. The other, an “altar
of sacrifice,” is said to have been situated a m ile or so
away near the top of Spring Hill. (BYU Studies, Vol. 13,
No. 1, p.31)
Leland H. Gentry
Abraham O. Sm oot, a m em ber of the survey team
for Adam -ondi-Ahm an, is quoted as having said that
Joseph
Sm ith was not present when “Adam ’s Altar” was
discovered: President Sm oot said that he and Alanson
R ipley, w h ile s u rve yin g a t th e tow n [i.e.,
Adam -ondi-Ahm an], which was about 22 m iles from
Jackson County, Missouri, cam e across a stone wall in
the m idst of a dense forest of underbrush. The wall was
30 feet long, 3 feet thick, and 4 feet high. It was laid in
m ortar or cement. W hen Joseph visited the place and
exam ined the wall he said it was the rem ains of an altar
built by Father Adam and upon which he offered
sacrifices after he was driven from the Garden of Eden.
He said that the Garden of Eden was located in Jackson
County, Missouri. The whole town of Adam -ondi-Ahm an
was in the m idst of a thick and heavy forest of tim ber
and the place was nam ed in honor of Adam ’s altar. The
Prophet explained that it was upon this altar where
Adam blessed his sons and his posterity, prior to his
death. (BYU Studies, Vol. 13, No. 4, p.565)

Adam-ondi-Ahman Like Kirtland Temple
Heber C. Kimball
The Prophet Joseph called upon Brother Brigham , m yself and others, saying, “Brethren, com e, go along with m e,
and I will show you som ething,” He led us a short distance to a place where were the ruins of three altars built of stone,
one above the other, and one standing a little back of the other, like unto the pulpits in the Kirtland Tem ple,
representing the order of three grades of Priesthood; “There,” said Joseph, “is the place where Adam offered up
sacrifice after he was cast out of the garden.” The altar stood at the highest point of the bluff. I went and exam ined the
place several tim es while I rem ained there. (Life of Heber C. Kim ball, pp. 209-210)

Adam-ondi-Ahman - A Most Holy Place
Elder Alvin R. Dyer
I have been privileged to feel the nearness of President McKay’s spirit. I have felt the m ajesty of his soul as we
stood in the valley of Adam -ondi-Ahm an, observing in the short distance a place there known as Spring Hill, referred
to in Section 116 of the Doctrine and Covenants as the place where Adam , Michael, or the “Ancient of Days,” in
accordance with the prophecy of Daniel, shall in the due tim e of the Lord visit the earth for an im portant reason, and
while there hearing President McKay utter quietly, “This is a m ost holy place.” (Conference Report, October 1967, p.41)

Adam-ondi-Ahman and Far West
Joseph Fielding Smith, Jr.
and John J. Stew art (Author)
Elder Dyer, whom President McKay subsequently
ordained an apostle and later set apart as a counselor in
the church presidency, offered som e interesting
after-thoughts on Far W est:
"In connection with President McKay's visit at Far
W est, it is to be noted that while there the President
appeared som ewhat overwhelm ed. The place m ade a
deep im pression upon him ; so m uch so that he referred
to Far W est a num ber of tim es in the ensuing days as a
place of deep im pression.
"The feeling that President McKay had at Far W est
registered upon m e once again, but now with greater
im pact. The events that transpired there are significant:
(a) The Lord proclaim ed Far W est a holy and
consecrated land unto him , declaring to Joseph Sm ith
that the very ground he stood on there was holy. (b) The
Prophet Joseph Sm ith contended with the devil face to
face for som e tim e, upon the occasion of the power of evil
m enacing one of his children in the Prophet's hom e just
west of the tem ple site. Lucifer declared that Joseph had
no right to be there, that this was his place. W hereupon

the Prophet rebuked Satan in the nam e of the Lord, and
he departed and did not touch the child again. (c) The
overwhelm ing feeling that President McKay had when he
visited this sacred place.
"The Answer: I have often pondered the holy
significance of Far W est, and even m ore so since
President McKay's visit. The sacredness of Far W est,
Missouri, is no doubt due to the understanding that the
Prophet Joseph Sm ith conveyed to the brethren, at these
early tim es, that Adam -ondi-Ahm an, the place to which
Adam and Eve fled when cast out of the Garden of Eden,
is where Adam erected an altar unto God, and offered
sacrifices, and that Far W est was the spot where Cain
killed Abel.
"This inform ation tends to explain why the Lord
declared Far W est to be a holy consecrated place; and no
doubt explains why Satan claim ed that place as his own,
as it was here that he entered into a covenant with Cain,
resulting in the death of Abel, the first of m ortal existence
[to die] upon this earth.
"It would appear that President McKay while there felt
the spirit and significance of this holy place." (The Life of
Joseph Fielding Sm ith, p.340)

Adam Offered Sacrifice
M oses 5:4-8
And Adam and Eve, his wife, called upon the nam e
of the Lord, and they heard the voice of the Lord from the
way toward the Garden of Eden, speaking unto them , and

they saw him not; for they were shut out from his
presence.
And he gave unto them com m andm ents, that they
should worship the Lord their God, and should offer the

firstlings of their flocks, for an offering unto the Lord. And
Adam was obedient unto the com m andm ents of the Lord.
And after m any days an angel of the Lord appeared
unto Adam , saying: W hy dost thou offer sacrifices unto
the Lord? And Adam said unto him : I know not, save the
Lord com m anded m e.
And then the angel spake, saying: This thing is a
sim ilitude of the sacrifice of the Only Begotten of the
Father, which is full of grace and truth.
W herefore, thou shalt do all that thou doest in the
nam e of the Son, and thou shalt repent and call upon
God in the nam e of the Son foreverm ore.
W ilford W oodruff
W hat is the gospel as taught by Jesus him self? The
very first principle was faith in the Messiah; this was the
first principle ever taught to m an. W hen Adam , after being
drive n fro m the garden of E den, went to
Adam -ondi-Ahm an to offer sacrifice, the angel of the Lord
asked him why he did so. Adam replied that he did not
know, but the Lord had com m anded him to do it. He was
then told that the blood of bulls and goats, of ram s and
lam bs should be spilt upon the altar as a type of the great

and last sacrifice which should be offered up for the sins
of the world. The first principle, then, ever taught to
Father Adam was faith in the Messiah, who was to com e
in the m eridian of tim e to lay down his life for the
redem ption of m an.
(The Discourses of W ilford
W oodruff, p.18)
At a conference of the Sunday School children in the
old Tabernacle on the 30th of March (1873), Elder
W oodruff reported Brigham Young as saying, “Joseph,
the Prophet, told m e that the G arden of Eden was in
Jackson County, Missouri. W hen Adam was driven out he
went to the place we now call Adam -ondi-Ahm an,
Daviess County, Missouri. There he built an altar and
offered sacrifice.” (W ilford W oodruff, p. 481)
Joseph Fielding Smith
Of necessity the first sanctified tem ples were the
m ountain tops and secluded places in the wilderness. If
we are correctly inform ed, Adam built his altar on a hill
above the valley of Adam -ondi-Ahm an. At that place the
Lord revealed to him the purpose of the fall and the
m ission of the Savior. [ Doctrines of Salvation, 2, p.232]

Adam Received Priesthood Ordinances
M oses 6:64-68
And it cam e to pass, when the Lord had spoken with
Adam , our father, that Adam cried unto the Lord, and he
was caught away by the Spirit of the Lord, and was
carried down into the water, and was laid under the water,
and was brought forth out of the water.
And thus he was baptized, and the Spirit of God
descended upon him , and thus he was born of the Spirit,
and becam e quickened in the inner m an.
And he heard a voice out of heaven, saying: Thou art
baptized with fire, and with the Holy Ghost. This is the
record of the Father, and the Son, from henceforth and
forever;
And thou art after the order of him who was without
beginning of days or end of years, from all eternity to all
eternity.
Behold, thou art one in m e, a son of God; and thus
m ay all becom e m y sons. Am en.

this earth, He did so with the purpose in m ind of teaching
them how to regain His presence. Our Father prom ised
a Savior to redeem them from their fallen condition. He
gave them the plan of salvation and told them to teach
their children faith in Jesus Christ and repentance.
Further, Adam and his posterity were com m anded by
God to be baptized, to receive the Holy Ghost, and to
enter into the order of the Son of God. (See Moses 6.) To
enter into the order of the Son of God is the equivalent
today of entering into the fulness of the Melchizedek
Priesthood, which is only received in the house of the
Lord.
Because Adam and Eve had com plied with these
requirem ents, God said to them , “Thou art after the order
of him who was without beginning of days or end of
years” (Moses 6:67). [“W hat I Hope You W ill Teach Your
Children About the Tem ple,” Ensign 15 (August 1985): 8]

Ezra Taft Benson
W hen our Heavenly Father placed Adam and Eve on

Adam’s Meeting with Posterity
D&C 107:53-54
Three years previous to the death of Adam , he called
Seth, Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared, Enoch, and
Methuselah, who were all high priests, with the residue of
his posterity who were righteous, into the valley of

Adam -ondi-Ahm an, and there bestowed upon them his
last blessing.
And the Lord appeared unto them , and they rose up
and blessed Adam , and called him Michael, the prince,
the archangel.

Joseph Smith
This is why Adam blessed his posterity; he wanted to
bringthem into the presence of God. (Teachings of the
Prophet Joseph Sm ith, p.159)
Ezra Taft Benson
Three years before Adam 's death, a great event
occurred. He took his son Seth, his grandson Enos, and
other high priests who were his direct-line descendants,
with others of his righteous posterity, into a valley called
Adam -ondi-Ahm an. There Adam gave to these righteous
descendants his last blessing.
The Lord then appeared
to them .
The vast congregation rose up and blessed Adam
and called him Michael, the prince and archangel. The
Lord him self declared Adam to be a prince forever over
his own posterity.

Then Adam in his aged condition rose up and, being
filled with the spirit of prophecy, predicted "whatsoever
should befall his posterity unto the latest generation." All
this is recorded in section 107 of the Doctrine and
Covenants (verses 53-56).
The Prophet Joseph Sm ith said that Adam blessed
his posterity because "he wanted to bring them into the
presence of God." (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph
Sm ith, Joseph Fielding Sm ith ed., Salt Lake City: Deseret
Book co., 1938, p. 159.)
How did Adam bring his descendants into the
presence of the Lord?
The answer: Adam and his descendants entered into
the priesthood order of God. Today we would say they
went to the House of the Lord and received their
blessings. (“W hat I Hope You W ill Teach Your Children
About the Tem ple,” Ensign 15 [August 1985]: 8-10)

Latter-day Meeting at Adam-ondi-Ahman
Joseph Smith
Daniel in his seventh chapter speaks of the Ancient
of days; he m eans the oldest m an, our Father Adam ,
Michael, he will call his children together and hold a
council with them to prepare them for the com ing of the
Son of Man. He (Adam ) is the father of the hum an fam ily,
and presides over the spirits of all m en, and all that have
had the keys m ust stand before him in this grand council.
This m ay take place before som e of us leave this stage
of action. The Son of Man stands before him , and there
is given him glory and dom inion. Adam delivers up his
stewardship to Christ, that which was delivered to him as
holding the keys of the universe, but retains his standing
as head of the hum an fam ily. (Teachings of the Prophet
Joseph Sm ith, p.157)
Joseph Fielding Smith
It was in the night vision that all this was shown to
Daniel, and he saw the Son of Man com e to the grand
council, as he did to the first grand council in the valley of
Adam -ondi-Ahm an, and there he received the keys from
Adam "and there was given to him dom inion, and glory,
and a kingdom , that all people, nations, and languages,
should serve him : his dom inion is an everlasting
dom inion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom
that which shall not be destroyed." (Dan. 7: 13-14.) In this
council Christ will take over the reigns of governm ent,
officially, on this earth, and "the kingdom and dom inion,
and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole
heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the
Most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom ,
and all dom inions shall serve and obey him ," even Jesus
Christ.
Until this grand council is held, Satan
shall hold rule in the nations of the earth; but at that tim e
thrones are to be cast down and m an's rule shall com e to
an end -- for it is decreed that the Lord shall m ake an end

of all nations. (D.C. 87:6.) Preparation for this work is now
going on. Kingdom s are already tottering, som e have
fallen; but eventually they shall all go the way of the earth,
and he shall com e whose right it is to rule. Then shall he
give the governm ent to the saints of the Most High.
This council in the valley of Adam -ondi-Ahm an is to
be of the greatest im portance to this world. At that tim e
there will be a transfer of authority from the usurper and
im postor, Lucifer, to the rightful King, Jesus Christ.
Judgm ent will be set and all who have held keys will
m ake their reports and deliver their stewardships, as they
shall be required. Adam will direct this judgm ent, and then
he will m ake his report, as the one holding the keys for
this earth, to his Superior Officer, Jesus Christ. Our Lord
will then assum e the reins of governm ent; directions will
be given to the Priesthood; and He, whose right it is to
rule, will be installed officially by the voice of the
Priesthood there assem bled. This grand council of
Priesthood will be com posed, not only of those who are
faithful who now dwell on this earth, but also of the
prophets and apostles of old, who have had directing
authority. Others m ay also be there, but if so they will be
there by appointm ent, for this is to be an official council
called to attend to the m ost m om entous m atters '
concerning the destiny of this earth. (The W ay to
Perfection, p.289-291)
John Taylor
A great council will then be held to adjust the affairs of the
world, from the com m encem ent, over which Father Adam
will preside as head and representative of the hum an
fam ily. . . .
Then they will assem ble to regulate all these affairs,
and all that held keys of authority to adm inister will then
represent their earthly course. And as this authority has
been handed down from one to another in different ages,

and in different dispensations, a full reckoning will have to
be m ade by all. All who have held the keys of priesthood
will then have to give an account to those from whom they
received them . Those that were in the heavens have
been assisting those that were upon the earth; but then,
they will unite together in a general council to give an
account of their stewardships, and as in the various ages
m en have received their power to adm inister from those
who had previously held the keys thereof, there will be a
general account.
Those under the authorities of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints have to give an account of
their transactions to those who direct them in the
priesthood; hence the elders give an account to
presidents of conferences; andpresidents of conferences

to presidents of nations. Those presidents and the
seventies give an account to the twelve apostles; the
twelve to the First Presidency; and they to Joseph, from
whom they, and the twelve, received their priesthood.
This will include the arrangem ents of the last
dispensation. Joseph delivers his authority to Peter, who
held the keys before him , and delivered them to him ; and
Peter to Moses and Elias, who endowed him with this
authority on the Mount; and they to those from whom they
received them . And thus the world's affairs will be
regulated and put right, the restitution of all things be
accom plished, and the kingdom of God be ushered in.
The earth will be delivered from under the curse, resum e
its paradisiacal glory, and all things pertaining to its
restoration be fulfilled. [The Gospel Kingdom , p.217]

