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Preface

W hen I was called as an Apostle I went to the
scriptures for illumination on my responsibilities.  I found
that I was called to be one of the “special witnesses of the
name of Christ is all the world” (D&C 107:23).  A witness
of Christ I could understand, but why a witness of the
name of Christ?

Sensitized by this unanswered question, I have been
amazed at how often scriptural teachings on very
important subjects refer to the name of Jesus Christ
rather than to the Savior Himself.  There is something
important here–something heretofore rarely discussed in
our literature.

This book is a product of more than a decade of
prayerful study and pondering on the meaning and
significance of scriptural references to the holy name of
Jesus Christ.  W ith illumination from the Holy Spirit, it has
grown “line upon line, precept upon precept” (D&C
98:12), but even now it only scratches the surface of a
subject that is deep and important.  (pp. vii-viii)

Chapter 1

Uses of Name

The word name occurs in the scriptures about 1500
times, mostly as references to Deity or to the name of
Deity.

Instead of directly referring to God the Father or to His
Son, Jesus Christ, many passages of scripture refer to
“the name of the Lord,” to “his name” or to “my name.”
Thus, the scriptures describe praying as calling upon the
name of the Lord (e.g., Gen. 4:26; D&C 65:4).  They
teach that miracles are done by the power of His name
(see Acts 4:10; 3 Ne. 8:1).  They state that temples are
built to His name (e.g., 1 Chr. 22:19; D&C 109:78).  They
declare that salvation and the remission of sins come
through His name or to those who believe on His name
(e.g., Acts 10:43; Alma 5:48).  And they declare that there
is no other name given whereby man can be saved (e.g.,
Acts 4:12; Mosiah 3:17). ...

W hat is the meaning and significance of the word
name when it refers to Deity?  The many different usages
of name is the scriptures suggest that there is more than
one meaning.  This book will explore some of those
meanings.  (pp. 1-3)

Chapter 2

Name As Identification

Jesus taught us to pray: “Our Father which art in

heaven, Hallowed be thy name” (Matt. 6:9; 3 Ne. 13:9)...
Reverence for the Holy Being includes reverence for His
holy name.

The first dictionary meaning of the word name is a
word or words by which a person is identified, designated,
or known.  Consequently, a scriptural reference to “name”
of the Father or the Son can be simply a reference to God
Himself...It is probably not an overstatement to say that
this meaning, identification, is the meaning most readers
assume for most scriptural references to the name of
Deity.

W hen name is used as or to signify identification, to
call upon the name of God or to give thanks to the name
of God means to call upon or give thanks to God Himself.
In this usage the word name is used interchangeably with
the Being named.  Many verses or passages of scripture
seem to illustrate this usage.  Examples include: [Cites
Moses 5:10; 1 Chr. 16:34-35; Isa. 12:4; John 3:18; D&C
65:4; Mosiah 2:20,28; 3:12; 2 Ne. 25:20; Alma 12:30;
Matt. 24:5; 1 Kings 18:24; 2Ne. 9:52].

Chapter 3

Name as Authority 
or Priesthood or Power

Many scriptural references to the “name” of Jesus
Christ seem to be references to the authority or
priesthood or power of Jesus Christ.  Some verses of
scripture specifically define “name” in this manner.  The
clearest of these is the Lord’s word to Abraham:

Behold, I will lead thee by my hand, and I will take
thee, to put upon thee my name, even the Priesthood
of thy father, and my power shall be over thee.  (Abr.
1:18) ...

The prescribed pattern of performing priesthood
ordinances is to do them “in the name of Jesus Christ.”  In
the earliest scriptural account of this, after Adam is taught
the significance of the sacrifices he has been offering, he
is commanded:

Wherefore, thou shalt do all that thou doest in the
name of the Son, and thou shalt repent and call upon
God in the name of the Son forevermore. (Moses 5:8)...

Scores of scriptures record persons speaking or acting
in the “name” of Jesus or the Lord, meaning by His
authority. [For example: Moses 1:21; 3 Ne. 7:20; Acts 3:6;
1 Sam. 17:45] ....

There are other scriptures in which “name” seems to
signify authority in the broader sense of an authorized



representative.
Dictionaries note that when one person acts in “name”

of another, he acts as the deputy or representative of the
other or in behalf of the other.  A Bible dictionary
describes this usage as follows: “To speak or act in
someone’s name is to act as the representative of that
person and hence to participate in his authority”
(Interpreter’s Dictionary, 3:502).

The scriptures have numerous illustrations of this
usage (e.g., 1 Sam. 25:5,9).  The most elevated of these
examples is when the Savior speaks for the Father in the
first person as if He were the Father.  This has been
called “divine investiture of authority.”  President Joseph
F. Smith and his counselors, in their 1916 doctrinal
exposition titled, “The Father and the Son,” describe the
basis for this:

He declared...”I am come in my Father’s name”
(John 5:43; see also 10:25)....Thus the Father placed
His name upon the Son; and Jesus Christ spoke and
ministered in and through the Father’s name; and so far
as power, authority, and Godship are concerned His
words and acts were and are those of the Father.
[Messages of the First Presidency, 5:32 (James R.
Clark, ed. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1971) ...

The scriptures also contain instances where
individuals other than the Father or the Son have acted or
spoken in the first person as Deity, by divine investiture
of authority. [For example, Ex. 23:21, Rev. 22:8-9,12-
13,16; D&C 64:29; 1:38; 36:2) ...

Of course, all must remember that one who assumes
to use the name of the Lord–with or without priesthood
authority–will be accountable for his or her use of that
sacred representation:

Wherefore, let all men beware how they take my
name in their lips–

For behold, verily I say, that many there be who are
under this condemnation, who use the name of the
Lord, and use it in vain, having not authority. ...

Remember that that which cometh from above is
sacred, and must be spoken with care, and by
constraint of the Spirit. (D&C 63:61-62, 64)

This caution applies to all that is done in the name of the
Lord, from the performance of sacred priesthood
ordinances at one end of the spectrum to the things said
in sermons, teachings, and prayers at the other. (pp. 9-18)

Chapter 4

Name as Work or Plan

Although there are various other vitally important
meanings, the most frequent single meaning of the
scriptures that refer to the name of the Lord seems to be
work of the Lord (or His work or My work).  For this
purpose “work of the Lord” includes the entirety of God’s
gospel plan for the salvation and exaltation of His
children, most notably the Resurrection and Atonement
of the Lord Jesus Christ. ...

To those blessed with the illumination of the restored
gospel, the priesthood or authority meaning discussed in
chapter 3 and the work or plan meaning discussed in this
chapter are basically the same reality viewed from two
different perspectives. To act in the authority of God is to
do the work of God: to do the work of God we should

have the authority of God.
The Book of Mormon records an impressive illustration

of the importance of the meaning of name discussed in
this chapter.  It illustrates the use of “name” to identify the
Lord’s Church and then declares that something more is
required.  That something more is the work or plan
meaning discussed here.

During the risen Lord’s appearance to the Nephites on
the American continent, they asked Him to settle a dispute
by telling them “the name whereby we shall call this
church” (3 Ne.27:3).  Jesus responded that the answer
was to be found in the scriptures teaching that “ye must
take upon you the name of Christ ... for by this name shall
ye be called at the last day” (vs. 5).  “Therefore,” Jesus
directed, “ye shall call the church in my name” (vs. 7).
Then the Savior gave an unusually detailed explanation of
His answer.  He began by illustrating the essential use of
His “name” as a matter of identification.  Then He
explained that such name identification was not
enough–the Church had to be built upon His gospel.

And how be it my church save it be called in my
name? For if a church be called in Moses' name then it
be Moses' church; or if it be called in the name of a man
then it be the church of a man; but if it be called in my
name then it is my church, if it so be that they are built
upon my gospel.

Verily I say unto you, that ye are built upon my
gospel; therefore ye shall call whatsoever things ye do
call, in my name; therefore if ye call upon the Father, for
the church, if it be in my name the Father will hear you;

And if it so be that the church is built upon my gospel
then will the Father show forth his own works in it.

But if it be not built upon my gospel, and is built upon
the works of men, or upon the works of the devil, verily
I say unto you they have joy in their works for a season,
and by and by the end cometh, and they are hewn down
and cast into the fire, from whence there is no return. (3
Ne. 27:8-11; emphasis added)

Succeeding verses give additional explanation of the
meaning of being “built upon [His] gospel,” which seems
to be equivalent to “His work” or “His plan.” ...

Chapter 5

Name as Essence or Exaltation

There is one more meaning of the word name, as
applied to Jesus Christ or God the Father, that
incorporates all the other meanings and goes beyond.  It
comes from the meaning of the word name as signifying
(or even embodying) the essence of the one named.  In
this meaning the scriptural words name of the Lord or His
name or My name not only incorporate the ideas of His
identity, His authority (priesthood), and His work, but also
include the idea of His essence, including His Godliness.
As we shall see, this interpretation is well supported in the
scriptures themselves and in the commentary of scholarly
authorities on one of the oldest meanings of the word
name.  W hen we read some scriptures to embody this
meaning, we also find strong confirmation of the ancient
Christian doctrine of deification and of the Latter-day Saint
belief in exaltation.

Chapter 5 continued
Name Describes Essence

W e begin this discussion of instances where the word
name signifies the essence of the one named by recalling



those numerous occasions where the Lord identifies
Himself (or His prophets identify Him) by names that
describe one of His qualitites.  In these scriptures, the
name that signifies the Lord contributes to our
understanding of His essence.

And God spake unto Moses, saying: Behold, I am the
Lord God Almighty, and Endless is my name; for I am
without beginning of days or end of years; and is not this
endless? (Moses 1:3)

Behold, I am God; Man of Holiness is my name; Man of
Counsel is my name; and Endless and Eternal is my
name, also.  (Moses 7:35) ...

In the ancient world, a name represented the essence
of the person named.  Thus, a prominent Bible dictionary
declares:

In biblical thought a name is not a mere label of
identification; it is an expression of the essential nature
of its bearer.  A man’s name reveals his character, ...
Hence to know the name of God is to know God as he
has revealed himself.  (Interpreter’s Dictionary, 3:500-
501) ...

After the Creation, the Lord brought every beast and
fowl to Adam “to see what he would call them: and
whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was
the name thereof” (Gen. 2:19).  The dictionary explains,
“Nothing exists unless it has a name.... Its essence is
concentrated in its name” (Interpreter’s Dictionary,
3:501).  For this reason, in biblical thought a change of
name signifies a change of nature or essence (see
Interpreter’s Dictionary, 2:408; 3:506).  The dictionary
observes:

It could also be said soberly of anyone that his name is
his very self.  Thus, when a radical change in a person’s
character took place so that he became a new man, he
was given a new name. (Interpreter’s Dictionary, 2:408)

Thus, a king receives a new name on his ascending the
throne.

This understanding helps to explain the new names
given to many key figures in the Bible at the time of an
important change in their lives.  Examples include
Abraham (see. Gen. 17:5), Sarah ( se Gen. 17:15), Israel
(see Gen. 32:28; 35:10), and Peter (see John 1:42).  The
idea that a name changes when a person’s essence
changes also helps to explain the scriptural teaching that
a new name is given to all persons who come into the
celestial kingdom (see D&C 130:11; see also Isa. 56:5,
62:2; Rev. 2:17, 3:12).

The most comprehensive biblical illustration of the
significance of the word name as signifying the essence
of the one named occurs in a conversation between the
Lord and the prophet Moses.  W hen the Lord spoke to
Moses from the burning bush, He introduced Himself with
these words: “I [am] the God of thy father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob” (Ex.
3:6).  The scripture next reports the Lord’s instructions to
Moses about his assignment to deliver the children of
Israel out of Pharaoh’s captivity, and then records this
significant exchange:

And Moses said unto God, Behold, [when] I come
unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The
God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they
shall say to me, What [is] his name? what shall I say

unto them?
And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he

said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM
hath sent me unto you. (Ex. 3:13-14)

In English the words I am signify the state of being (the
first person present tense of the very to be).  (In Latin, the
verb of being is esse, which is the root source of
essence.)  Thus, when Moses asked to know the name of
God, he was asking to know the essence or nature of
God, and God answered in those same terms.  The Bible
dictionary quoted above concludes:

The uses of the word “name” in the OT [Old
Testament] are all related to the central conception of
name as denoting essential being.  This applies with
regard to both man and God. ...

The name in OT is the essence of personality, the
expression of innermost being.  (Interpreter’s Dictionary,
3:501). ...

The fact that “God’s self, his real person, is
concentrated in his name” (Interpreter’s Dictionary, 2:408)
explains the sacredness of God’s name in ancient
thought.  The Bible dictionary explains:

Because the divine name discloses God’s nature, it
is laden with the authority, power, and holiness of God
himself.  This accounts for the great reverence for the
name which is one of the distinctive features of Israel’s
faith. (Interpreter’s Dictionary, 2:408). ...

Chapter 5 continued
Mortal Destination 

and the Doctrine of Deification

Understanding the word name as a reference to the
essence of the one named opens the door to a fuller
understanding of numerous scriptures concerning the
glorious destination of the children of God.  The goal
identifies the ultimate purpose of the gospel plan and The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  Here we
touch upon the ancient doctrine of deification–man
becoming a god (see, generally, Deification, Early
Christian, Encyclopedia of Mormonism [New York:
MacMillan, 1992], 1:369-70).  A commonly taught doctrine
in the first few centuries of the Christian era, deification
was rejected and discredited by later scholars.  Today it is
a major point of difference between traditional Christians
and Latter-day Saints.

Among the Bible scriptures relied upon to support the
possibility of deification are [Elder Oaks  cites John 1:12;
1 John 3:1,2 and 2 Peter 1:3-2].

There are, of course, numerous confirming and even
more direct references to deification in modern scriptures.
Various chapters of the Book of Mormon and various
sections of the Doctrine and Covenants affirm that
through receiving Jesus Christ or through faith or belief on
His name we can “become the sons of God” (3 Ne. 9:17;
Moro. 7:26; D&C 11:30; 35:2), or “become my sons and
my daughters” (Ether 3:14).  One of the clearest such
references is this:

I came unto mine own, and mine own received me
not; but unto as many as received me gave I power to do
many miracles, and to become the sons of God; and
even unto them that believed on my name gave I
power to obtain eternal life. (D&C 45:8)

Section 76 of the Doctrine and Covenants, which has



greater detail on this subject than any other published
revelation, explains the meaning of “sons of God” when
it describes those who will receive exaltation in the
celestial kingdom as those “who have received of his
fulness, and of his glory” (56) and concludes, “W herefore,
as it is written, they are gods, even the sons of God” (v.
58).

Chapter 5 continued
The Plan of Salvation Is the Process 

By Which the Children of God 
Attain the Name (Essence of Christ)

Of equal significance to the above references to
mortals becoming gods are the numerous teachings in
modern scripture that describe the plan of salvation,
which is the process by which this occurs.

Jesus Christ, the Redeemer and Savior, is the
essential life-giving source in the plan of salvation.  His
saving mission under this plan opens the door and points
the way for the children of God to achieve their ultimate
destination as sons and daughters of God–to become like
Him.  The plan of salvation is not only an expression of
authority and work of our Savior (see chapters 3 and 4).
It is also a manifestation of His essence.

W e began under that plan with a spirit-child
relationship to God the Father.  Through His plan and the
work of His Only Begotten Son, our spirits were enabled
to progress through mortality toward our eternal goal,
which is to attain the exalted condition the Apostle Paul
described as “unto a perfect man, unto the measure of
the stature of the fulness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13).  That
description refers to a measure of the essence of Christ
and His Father.  As stated in modern revelation:

I give unto you these sayings that you may
understand and know how to worship, and know what
you worship, that you may come unto the Father in
my name, and in due time receive of his fulness.
(D&C 93:19)

To “come unto the Father in [Christ’s] name” is to come
to the Father through compliance with the laws and
ordinances and covenants specified in His plan.  To
receive of the fulness of the Father is to receive
exaltation or eternal life. ...

Many scriptures invoke the word name in connection
with explaining our relationship to God the Father and His
Son Jesus Christ and our eternal goal under their plan.
Following are some that explain the plan by means of a
vivid analogy to birth and to attaining the name (essence)
of the Creator.

In his great valedictory teachings to his people, King
Benjamin concluded with these words:

 And now, because of the covenant which ye have
made ye shall be called the children of Christ, his sons,
and his daughters; for behold, this day he hath
spiritually begotten you; for ye say that your hearts
are changed through faith on his name; therefore, ye
are born of him and have become his sons and his
daughters.

And under this head ye are made free, and there is
no other head whereby ye can be made free. There is
no other name given whereby salvation cometh;
therefore, I would that ye should take upon you the
name of Christ, all you that have entered into the
covenant with God that ye should be obedient unto the
end of your lives.

And it shall come to pass that whosoever doeth this

shall be found at the right hand of God, for he shall
know the name by which he is called; for he shall be
called by the name of Christ. (Mosiah 5:7-9) ...

In these scriptures we learn that those who are
qualified by faith and repentance and compliance with the
laws and ordinances of the gospel will have their sins
borne by the Lord Jesus Christ.  In spiritual and figurative
terms they become the sons and daughters of Christ,
heirs to His kingdom, with a place at His right hand
eternally.  These are they who will be called by His name
and receive salvation/exaltation in the last day.

The resurrected Lord taught this same doctrine when
He appeared to the Nephites.

Have they not read the scriptures, which say ye must
take upon you the name of Christ, which is my name?
For by this name shall ye be called at the last day;

And whoso taketh upon him my name, and
endureth to the end, the same shall be saved at the
last day.  (3 Ne. 27:5-6)

This reference to taking upon us the name of Christ
being “saved at the last day” is a clear reference to
exaltation, which means attaining the essence of Christ.
...

In other words, to be saved we must take upon
us–attain to–the essence of Christ. ...

Those who have lived so as to be able to take upon
them and be called by the name of Jesus Christ at the last
day are described in the great revelation recorded in the
ninety-third section of the Doctrine and Covenants.  Here
the Savior declared that His teachings about the Father
and the Son were given

that you may understand and know how to worship,
and know what you worship, that you may come unto
the Father in my name, and in due time receive of his
fulness.

 For if you keep my commandments you shall receive
of his fulness, and be glorified in me as I am in the
Father (D&C 93:19-20) ...

In the revelation known as the Vision, the Lord gave
this description of the church of the Firstborn:

They are they into whose hands the Father has given
all things— ....

Wherefore, as it is written, they are gods, even the
sons of God– ....

These shall dwell in the presence of God and his
Christ forever and ever. (D&C 76:, 55, 58, 62)

The salvation/exaltation described in these revelations
as the “fulness of the Father” is the ultimate significance
of taking upon us the name of Jesus Christ. 

Chapter 5 continued
The Name (Essence) of God the Father

Up to this point we have been discussing the “name” of
our Savior, Jesus Christ.  As we conclude this discussion
of salvation/exaltation and eternal life, we rejoice in the
illumination given to this subject by a rare scriptural
reference to the “name” of God the Father.  This was a
principal subject in the intercessory prayer Jesus offered
at the conclusion of His ministry.  He prayed:

And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the



only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou has sent.
...

I have manifested thy name unto the men which
thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and
thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word. ...

And I have declared unto them thy name, and will
declare [it]: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me
may be in them, and I in them. (John 17:3, 6, 26) ....

[W ]hen we read these verses in context of verse 3,
which says that eternal life is to know God the Father, we
see another important meaning, which is even recognized
by a prominent Bible dictionary:

Thus when Jesus is represented as saying “I have
manifested thy name: (John 17:6, 26), the meaning is
that his mission was to reveal the very character and
purpose of God. (Interpreter’s Dictionary, 2:208)

The implications of this dictionary statement go far
beyond what its authors could have supposed.  The first
dictionary meaning of the word character is the attributes
or traits that form the individual nature of a person.
According to this meaning, when Jesus stated in His
great intercessory prayer that He had “manifested” and
“declared” to His Apostles the name of the Father (which
the Bible dictionary defines as the “character and purpose
of God), He was referring to His having made them
aware of the most fundamental essence in the whole
universe–the essence of God the Father.  The essence
of this Heavenly Parent is the key to understanding the
entire gospel plan, under which the children of God the
Father can receive of His fulness and be exalted with
Him.  This key knowledge–the “name” or nature of the
Father–is precisely what was lost in what the Latter-day
Saints call the Great Apostasy.  All of the unique
doctrines of what is called “Mormonism,” which had to be
restored in this dispensation of the fulness of times, are
traceable to the fundamental understanding the Savior
referred to as the “name” or essence of God the Father.
(pp. 43-61)

Chapter 6
Applications

Chapters one through five have discussed different
meanings of the word name as used in various passages
of scripture.  This concluding chapter will apply these
different meanings to three subjects of special interest in
the gospel of Jesus Christ: (1) W hat does it mean when,
in partaking of he sacrament, we witness to God that we
are willing to take upon us the name of Jesus Christ?  (2)
W hat does it mean that an Apostles is a witness of the
name of Jesus Christ in all the world?  (3) W hy do so
many different scriptures refer to believing in or having
faith in the “name of Jesus Christ” rather than in Jesus
Christ Himself?

Chapter 6 continued
A. The Sacrament Covenant That We are Willing to

Take His Name upon Us

Members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints are commanded to partake of the sacrament each
week (see D&C 59:9, 12).  W hen the priest offers the
scriptural prayer on the bread, he prays to God, the
Eternal Father, that all who partake may “witness unto
thee ... that they are willing to take upon them the

name of thy Son” (D&C 20:77; Moro. 4:3) This renews
the covenant in the waters of baptism (discussed in
chapter 4) that we will take upon us the name of Jesus
Christ and “serve him and keep his commandments”
(Mosiah 18:10).  In modern scriptures persons desiring to
be baptized are required to witness before the Church
“that they have truly repented of all their sins, and are
willing to take upon them the name of Jesus Christ,
having a determination to serve him to the end” (D&C 20:
37; see also 2 Ne. 31:13; Moro. 6:3).

W hat does it mean when we covenant by baptism and
by partaking of the sacrament that we are “willing to take
upon [us] the name of Jesus Christ?”  There are at
least three meanings.

The first meaning concerns identification (discussed in
chapter 2).  W e take upon us our Savior’s name in this
sense when we become members of the Church that
bears His name. . . [and] whenever we publicly proclaim
our belief in Him . . . [and] whenever we act upon our faith
in Him.  

A second significance of taking upon us the name of
Christ applies the meaning of the name of God as the
authority to work of God as the authority or work of God
(discussed in chapters 3 and 4).  By witnessing our
willingness to take upon us the name of Jesus Christ, we
signify our willingness to act in His authority and to do His
work, which is to bring to pass the eternal life of man.  By
this means we covenant to accept callings in His Church
and to be diligent in fulfilling the responsibilities of those
callings.  This meaning and this covenant cast new light
on the third commandment, “Thou shalt not take the
name of the Lord thy God in vain” (Ex. 20:7). More than
a commandment against speaking the words of sacred
names improperly (as by profanity), this is also a
commandment not to be inactive in exercising His
authority that has been conferred upon us or in carrying
out that portion of His work that has been assignment to
us.

The third meaning ... relies on the fact that what we
witness is not that we take upon His name but that we are
willing to do so.  This meaning must therefore relate to
some future event or status that is not self-assumed, but
depends on the authority or initiative of the Savior Himself.
Only upon His action will we actually take His holy name
upon us in this important sense.

W hat future even or status could this covenant
contemplate?  The implication of the discussion in chapter
5 suggests that this meaning of taking His name upon us
concerns our relationship to our Savior and the
incomprehensible blessings available to those who will
eventually achieve what the Apostle Paul called “a perfect
man [or woman], unto the measure of the statute of the
fulness of Christ (Eph. 4:13). . . In this sacred sense, our
witness that we are “willing to take upon us the name of
Jesus Christ” constitutes our declaration of candidacy for
exaltation in the celestial kingdom.  By this means we
witness our determination to do all that we can to come
unto Christ and receive the fulness of the Father, which is
eternal life, “the greatest of all the gifts of God” (D&C
14:7).

Chapter 6 continued
B. Apostles as Witnesses of His Name

In a revelation given in June 1829, the Lord described
the future calling of Twelve Apostles:

And now, behold, there are others who are called to
declare my gospel, both unto Gentile and unto Jew;



Yea, even twelve; and the Twelve shall be my
disciples, and they shall take upon them my name;
and the Twelve are they who shall desire to take upon
them my name with full purpose of heart.

And if they desire to take upon them my name with
full purpose of heart, they are called to go into all the
world to preach my gospel unto every creature.  (D&C
18:26-28) ...

The Twelve Apostles’ responsibilities to “take upon
them my name” were given important elaboration in a
revelation of August 1830, which introduces their
relationship to priesthood keys...

And also with Peter, and James, and John, whom I
have sent unto you, by whom I have ordained you and
confirmed you to be to be apostles, and especial
witnesses of my name, and bear the keys of your
ministry and of the same things which I revealed
unto them  ... (D&C 27:12)

[T]he Apostle’s unique duty of special witness is
definitively stated in the March 1835 revelation quoted
above.

The twelve traveling councilors are called to be the
Twelve Apostles, or special witnesses of the name of
Christ in all the world ... (D&C 107:23)

Most of the meanings of name discussed in chapters
3, 4, and 5 have obvious application to the verses quoted
above.  First, and Apostle is a witness of the priesthood
of Jesus Christ .... Second, an Apostle is uniquely
commissioned to serve as a witness of the work of the
Savior .... Third, as discussed in chapter 5, the purpose
of the plan of salvation is for each son or daughter of God
to achieve his or her divine destination.  As a witness of
the name of Jesus Christ, an Apostle is the preeminent
teacher and testifier of the ultimate purpose of the plan of
salvation–for each of the sons and daughters of God to
attain his or her divine potential of eternal life, or
salvation/exaltation, which modern revelation calls the
“fulness” of the Father.

Chapter 6 continued
C.  Belief in Christ vs. Belief in His Name

W hy do so many different scriptures (discussed in
chapter 4) refer to believing in or having faith in “the
name of Jesus Christ” rather than in Jesus Christ? ...

The totality of the scriptures and the teachings of
modern prophets show that we are saved by Jesus Christ
through the name of Jesus Christ, which means through
the work and the plan of salvation mediated by Jesus
Christ, most notably His resurrection and His atonement
for our sins on the conditions He has prescribed.

It seems likely that a primary reason for the numerous

important scriptural references to the name of our Savior
instead of just to the Savior Himself is to emphasize the
requirement of our doing something beyond merely
believing in Christ.  If the scriptural references to “the
name of the Lord” or “His name” or “my name” are no
more than a reference to the Lord Himself, then it would
be easier to maintain that we are saved simply by belief in
the Lord Himself.  But if these frequent references to
“name” mean believing in (and acting upon) something in
addition to the Lord Himself, then these additional words
are persuasive evidence that salvation requires something
more than mere belief in Christ.

Numerous scriptures say we must have faith in or
believe in His name.  This seems to mean having faith in
or believing in His work or His plan: His priesthood, His
ordinances, His commandments, His covenants. W hen
we understand that teaching, we have no doubt about how
to resolve the familiar doctrinal dispute between those
who believe we attain salvation merely by accepting Jesus
Christ as our personal Savior (“salvation by grace”) and
those who believe we are obliged to keep the
commandments, ordinances, and covenants prescribed
in His plan (salvation by grace, “after all we can do” [2 Ne.
25:23]).    (pp. 63-74)


