
The Doctrine of Marriage and Parenthood

Selected Teachings

The following are selected teachings regarding the doctrine of marriage and parenthood found in the scriptures and
leaders of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints— 

The New and Everlasting Covenant of Marriage

D&C 131
1 In the celestial glory there are three heavens or degrees;
2 And in order to obtain the highest, a man must enter into this order of the

priesthood [meaning the new and everlasting covenant of marriage];
3 And if he does not, he cannot obtain it.
4 He may enter into the other, but that is the end of his kingdom; he cannot

have an increase.

D&C 132
4 For behold, I reveal unto you a new and an everlasting covenant; and if ye

abide not that covenant, then are ye damned; for no one can reject this covenant
and be permitted to enter into my glory.

5 For all who will have a blessing at my hands shall abide the law which was
appointed for that blessing, and the conditions thereof, as were instituted from
before the foundation of the world.

6 And as pertaining to the new and everlasting covenant, it was instituted for
the fulness of my glory; and he that receiveth a fulness thereof must and shall
abide the law, or he shall be damned, saith the Lord God.

19 And again, verily I say unto you, if a man marry a wife by my word, which
is my law, and by the new and everlasting covenant, and it is sealed unto them
by the Holy Spirit of promise . . . shall come forth in the first resurrection . . . and
shall inherit thrones, kingdoms, principalities, and powers, dominions, all heights and
depths . . . and they shall pass by the angels, and the gods, which are set there, to their
exaltation and glory in all things, as hath been sealed upon their heads, which glory shall
be a fulness and a continuation of the seeds forever and ever.

20 Then shall they be gods, because they have no end; therefore shall they be from
everlasting to everlasting, because they continue; then shall they be above all, because all
things are subject unto them. Then shall they be gods, because they have all power, and
the angels are subject unto them.

21 Verily, verily, I say unto you, except ye abide my law ye cannot attain to this glory.

D&C 76
54 They are they who are the church of the Firstborn.
55 They are they into whose hands the Father has given all things– 
56 They are they who are priests and kings, who have received of his fulness, and of

his glory;
57 And are priests of the Most High, after the order of Melchizedek, which was after the

order of Enoch, which was after the order of the Only Begotten Son.
58 Wherefore, as it is written, they are gods, even the sons of God–
94 They who dwell in his presence are the church of the Firstborn; and they see as they

are seen, and know as they are known, having received of his fulness and of his grace;
95 And he makes them equal in power, and in might, and in dominion.

Exaltation is a Family Matter

Russell M . Nelson (President)

While salvation is an individual matter, exaltation is a family matter. Only those who are
married in the temple and whose marriage is sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise will
continue as spouses after death and receive the highest degree of celestial glory, or
exaltation. A temple marriage is also called a celestial marriage. Within the celestial glory
are three levels. To obtain the highest, a husband and wife must be sealed for time and all
eternity and keep their covenants made in a holy temple. (“Celestial Marriage,” Ensign, Nov 
2008, 92-4; see also “Salvation and Exaltation,” Ensign, May 2008, 7-10; also  (Teachings
of Russell M. Nelson [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2018], 100)

Dallin H. Oaks (First Counselor in the First Presidency)

The purpose of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is to help all of the
children of God understand their potential and achieve their highest destiny. This church
exists to provide the sons and daughters of God with the means of entrance into and
exaltation in the celestial kingdom. This is a family-centered church in doctrine and
practices. Our understanding of the nature and purpose of God the Eternal Father explains

our destiny and our relationship in his eternal family. Our theology begins with heavenly
parents. Our highest aspiration is to be like them. Under the merciful plan of the Father, all
of this is possible through the atonement of the Only Begotten of the Father, our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. As earthly parents we participate in the gospel plan by providing
mortal bodies for the spirit children of God. The fulness of eternal salvation is a family
matter. (“Apostasy and Restoration,” Ensign, May 1995, p.84)

God Ordained Marriage 

D&C 49

15 And again, verily I say unto you, that whoso forbiddeth to marry is not ordained of
God, for marriage is ordained of God unto man.

16 Wherefore, it is lawful that he should have one wife, and they twain shall be one
flesh, and all this that the earth might answer the end of its creation;

17 And that it might be filled with the measure of man, according to his creation before
the world was made.

Russell M. Nelson (President)
God is the Father of all men and women. They are his children. It was He who ordained

marriage as the union of a man and a woman. Marriage was not created by human judges
or legislators. It was not created by think tanks or by popular vote or by oft-quoted bloggers
or pundits.  It was not created by lobbyists. Marriage was created by God! (Teachings of
Russell M. Nelson [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2018], 196-7)

Oct 1942 First Presidency Statement 

In the October, 1942, General Conference of the Church, under the direction of
President Heber J. Grant (1856-1945), President J. Reuben Clark, Jr. (1871-1961), First
Counselor in the First Presidency, read a message from the First Presidency to the general
Church membership. Under the title of  PARENTHOOD, the following was said (brackets
and numbers have been added at the beginning of each paragraph)---

[1] Amongst His earliest commands to Adam and Eve, the Lord said: “Multiply and
replenish the earth.” He has repeated that command in our day. He has again revealed in
this, the last dispensation, the principle of the eternity of the marriage covenant. He has
restored to earth the authority for entering into that covenant, and has declared that it is the
only due and proper way of joining husband and wife, and the only means by which the
sacred family relationship may be carried beyond the grave and through eternity. He has
declared that this eternal relationship may be created only by the ordinances which are
administered in the holy temples of the Lord, and therefore that His people should marry
only in His temple in accordance with such ordinances.

[2] The Lord has told us that it is the duty of every husband and wife to obey the
command given to Adam to multiply and replenish the earth, so that the legions of choice
spirits waiting for their tabernacles of flesh may come here and move forward under God’s
great design to become perfect souls, for without these fleshly tabernacles they cannot
progress to their God-planned destiny. Thus, every husband and wife should become a
father and mother in Israel to children born under the holy, eternal covenant.

[3] By bringing these choice spirits to earth, each father and each mother assume
towards the tabernacled spirit and towards the Lord Himself by having taken advantage of
the opportunity He offered, an obligation of the most sacred kind, because the fate of that
spirit in the eternities to come, the blessings or punishments which shall await it in the
hereafter, depend, in great part, upon the care, the teachings, the training which the
parents shall give to that spirit.

[4] No parent can escape that obligation and that responsibility, and for the proper
meeting thereof, the Lord will hold us to a strict accountability. No loftier duty than this can
be assumed by mortals.

[5] Motherhood thus becomes a holy calling, a sacred dedication for carrying out the
Lord’s plans, a consecration of devotion to the uprearing and fostering, the nurturing in
body, mind, and spirit, of those who kept their first estate and who come to this earth for
their second estate “to see if they will do all things whatsoever the Lord their God shall
command them.” (Abraham 3:25 ) To lead them to keep their second estate is the work of
motherhood and “they who keep their second estate shall have glory added upon their
heads for ever and ever.” (op. cit.)  

[6] This divine service of motherhood can be rendered only by mothers. It may not be



passed to others. Nurses cannot do it; public nurseries cannot do it; hired help cannot do
it--only mother, aided as much as may be by the loving hands of father, brothers, and
sisters, can give the full needed measure of watchful care.  The mother who entrusts her
child to the care of others, that she may do non-motherly work, whether for gold, for fame,
or for civic service, should remember that “a child left to himself bringeth his mother to
shame.” (Prop. 29: 

[7] In our day the Lord has said that unless parents teach their children the doctrines of
the Church “the sin be upon the heads of the parents.” (D. & C 68:25)

[8] Motherhood is near to divinity. It is the highest, holiest service to be assumed by
mankind. It places her who honors its holy calling and service next to the angels. To you
mothers in Israel we say God bless and protect you, and give you the strength and
courage, the faith and knowledge, the holy love and consecration to duty, that shall enable
you to fill to the fullest measure the sacred calling which is yours. To you mothers and
mothers-to-be we say: Be chaste, keep pure, live righteously, that your posterity to the last
generation may call you blessed. (Conference Report, October 1942, p.12-13)

The Family: A Proclamation to the World

The First Presidency and Council of the Twelve Apostles

We, the First Presidency and the Council of the Twelve Apostles of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints, solemnly proclaim that marriage between a man and a woman
is ordained of God and that the family is central to the Creator’s plan  for the eternal destiny
of his children. . .

The First Commandment that God gave to Adam and Eve pertained to their potential
for parenthood as husband and wife.  We declare that God’s commandment for His
children to multiply and replenish the earth remains in force.  We further declare that God
has commanded that the sacred powers of procreation are to be employed only between
man and woman, lawfully wedded as husband and wife.

We declare the means by which mortal life is created to be divinely appointed.  We
affirm the sanctity of life and of its importance in God’s eternal plan.

Husband and wife have a solemn responsibility to love and care for each other and for
their children.  “Children are an heritage of the Lord” (Psalms 127:3).  Parents have a
sacred duty to rear their children in love and righteousness, to provide for their physical and
spiritual needs, to teach them to love and serve one another, to observe the
commandments of God and to be law-abiding citizens wherever they live.  Husbands and
wives -- mothers and fathers -- will be held accountable before God for the discharge of
these obligations.

The family is ordained of God.  Marriage between man and woman is essential to His
eternal plan.  Children are entitled to birth within the bonds of matrimony, and to be reared
by a father and a mother who honor marital vows with complete fidelity.  Happiness in
family life is most likely to be achieved when founded upon the teachings of the Lord Jesus
Christ.  Successful marriages and families are established and maintained on principles of
faith, prayer, repentance, forgiveness, respect, love, compassion, work, and wholesome
recreational activities.  By divine design, fathers are to preside over their families in love
and righteousness and are responsible to provide the necessities of life and protection for
their families.  Mothers are primarily responsible for the nurture of their children.  In these
sacred responsibilities, fathers and mothers are obligated to help one another as equal
partners.  Disability, death, or other circumstances may necessitate individual adaptation. 
Extended families should lend support when needed.

Marriage is a Partnership Between a Man and a Woman

Russell M. Nelson (President)

Adam held the priesthood. Eve served in matriarchal partnership with the patriarchal
priesthood. So today, each wife may join with her husband as a partner unified in purpose.
Scriptures state clearly, "Neither is the man without the woman, neither the woman without the
man, in the Lord" (1 Cor. 11:11). "They twain shall be one flesh" (Matt. 19:6; Mark 10:8; D&C
49:16). Marvelously, it takes a man and a woman to make a man or a woman. Without union
of the sexes, neither can we exist, nor can we become perfect. Ordinary and imperfect people
can build each other through their wholeness together. The complete contribution of one
partner to the other is essential to exaltation. This is so "that the earth might answer the end
of its creation" (D&C 49:16). (Teachings of Russell M. Nelson [Salt lake City: Deseret Book,
2018],195-6)

It’s Not Good for Man or Woman to Be Alone

Sheri L. Dew (Second Counselor in the Relief Society General Presidency)

Two are usually better than one (see Eccl. 4:9), as our Father confirmed when He
declared that "it was not good that the man should be alone (Moses 3:18; see also Abr.
5:14) and made a help meet for Adam someone with distinct gifts who would give him
balance, help him shoulder the burdens of mortality, and enable him to do things he
couldn't do alone. For "neither is the man without the woman, neither the woman without
the man, in the Lord" (1 Cor. 11:11).

Satan understands the power of men and women united in righteousness. He is still

stinging from his banishment into eternal exile after Michael led the hosts of heaven,
comprised of valiant men and women united in the cause of Christ, against him. In the
chilling words of Peter, "The devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour"(1 Pet. 5:8). Lucifer is determined to devour marriages and families, because their
demise threatens the salvation of all involved and the vitality of the Lord's kingdom itself.
Thus, Satan seeks to confuse us about our stewardships and distinctive natures as men
and women. He bombards us with bizarre messages about gender, marriage, family, and
all male-female relationships. He would have us believe men and women are so alike that
our unique gifts are not necessary, or so different we can never hope to understand each
other. Neither is true.
Our Father knew exactly what He was doing when He created us. He made us enough

alike to love each other, but enough different that we would need to unite our strengths and
stewardships to create a whole. Neither man nor woman is perfect or complete without the
other. Thus, no marriage or family, no ward or stake is likely to reach its full potential until
husbands and wives, mothers and fathers, men and women work together in unity of purpose,
respecting and relying upon each other's strengths.

These truths about the divinely appointed stewardships of men and women are largely lost
on the world today. You will not find them on a TV sitcom or even, sadly, in some homes and
wards. But they are not lost to the Lord, who has given us "a pattern in all things, that [we] may
not be deceived" (D&C 52:14). The Lord's pattern for couples and in large measuremen and
women serving together in His kingdom was established by our first parents. Together Adam
and Eve labored (see Moses 5:1), mourned (see Moses 5:27), were obedient, had children
(see 2 Ne. 2:20), taught their posterity the gospel (see Moses 5:12), called upon the name of
the Lord, "heard the voice of the Lord" (Moses 5:4) blessed the name of God (see Moses
5:12), and dedicated themselves to God. Repeatedly the scriptures about Adam and Eve refer
to the pronoun they.

Neither Adam with his priesthood nor Eve with her motherhood could bring about the Fall
alone. Their unique roles were interconnected. They counseled with one another, lifted
burdens neither could have lifted alone, and then faced the wilderness, with all of its
uncertainty, together. This is the Lord's pattern for righteous men and women.

Now, some of us encounter life circumstances that are less than ideal. I understand this.
I personally deal with this. And yet, my dear young friends, in whose hands rests the future of
the Church and its families, I must tell you that your understanding of this divine pattern will
affect your marriage, your family, your ability to help build the kingdom, and your eternal life.

My young sisters, some will try to persuade you that because you are not ordained to the
priesthood you have been shortchanged. They are simply wrong, and they do not understand
the gospel of Jesus Christ. The blessings of the priesthood are available to every righteous
man and woman. We may all receive the Holy Ghost, obtain personal revelation, and be
endowed in the temple, from which we emerge "armed" with power (see D&C 109:22).The
power of the priesthood heals, protects, and inoculates all of the righteous against the powers
of darkness. Most significantly, the fulness of the priesthood contained in the highest
ordinances of the house of the Lord can only be received by a man and woman together (see
D&C 131:1-4; 132:19-20). Said President Harold B. Lee: "Pure womanhood plus priesthood
means exaltation. But womanhood without priesthood, or priesthood without pure womanhood
doesn't spell exaltation" (The Teachings of Harold B. Lee (1996), 292).

Sisters, we as women are not diminished by priesthood power, we are magnified by it. I
know this is true, for I have experienced it again and again. . . .

Young men, your ordination to the priesthood is a grand privilege and responsibility, and
not a license to dominate. Be unfailingly worthy to exercise this godly power, which is given
you to be of service. A man is never more magnificent than when he is guided by the Spirit to
honor the priesthood he holds.

If you will marry a virtuous woman who can hear the voice of the Lord, she will bless your
life every day of your life. Consider Eve. She was the first to see that the fruit of the tree was
good, and after partaking, she "gave unto her husband … , and he did eat" (Moses 4:12).
Were it not for Eve, our progression would have ceased. Elder Dallin H. Oaks stated that her
act was "a glorious necessity [that opened] the doorway toward eternal life. Adam showed his
wisdom by doing the same" ("The Great Plan of Happiness," Ensign, Nov. 1993, 73). 

Young men, you will preside at home and in the Church. But be humble enough to listen
to and learn from the women in your life. They will provide insight, balance, and unique
wisdom. And when challenges come, you will see how resilient a woman committed to God
the Father and Jesus Christ is.

This divine pattern for men and women that strengthens marriages and families also
fortifies the Church. For the Church cannot achieve the full measure of its creation unless both
faithful men who bear the priesthood and righteous women who rejoice in serving under the
direction of the priesthood work together. Time and again I have experienced this joy. . . .

Our Father's patterns help us avoid deception. Look to the Lord and not to the world for
your ideas and ideals about men and women. For, my young friends, you are the mothers,
fathers, and leaders who were reserved for this unprecedented time because our Father
knows you, and He knows you have what it takes to face the world and to be fearless in
building the kingdom. Do it together, for it is not good for man or woman to be alone. Lift each
other, and together you will be ableto lift the beautiful burdens of mortality and have glory
added upon your heads forever (see Abr. 3:26). The Lord must have righteous men and
righteous women to build His kingdom. I know that this is so. God is our Father. His Only
Begotten Son is the Christ. This is Their work and Their glory. In the name of Jesus Christ,
amen. (“It is Not Good for Man or Woman to Be Alone,” Ensign, Nov 2002, 12-14)


