
Summation of

The Promises Made to the Fathers

I. Atonement and “Promises Made to the Fathers: The major
focus of the four standard works centers on two interrelated
doctrines necessary to the fulfillment of what the Book of
Mormon calls, “the great plan of the Eternal God” (Al. 34:9).

∙  The first and foremost is the atoning sacrifice of Jesus
Christ.

∙ The second is often called , “the promises made to the
fathers” (D&C 2:2; JS-H 1:39; Rom. 15:8) 

These two doctrines work together to bring to pass God’s
work and glory. This can be seen in Moroni’s preface to the
Book of Mormon found on the title page: .  

. . . to show unto the remnant of the House of Israel [1] what
great things the Lord hath done for their fathers; and [2] that they
may know the covenants of the Lord, that they are not cast off
forever–And also [3] to the convincing of the Jew and Gentile
that JESUS is the CHRIST, the ETERNAL GOD, manifesting himself
unto all nations– (second paragraph; emphasis and numbers have been added)

Nephi expressed the importance of both the Atonement and
the promises made to the fathers, when he said:

Behold, my soul delighteth in proving unto my people the truth
of the coming of Christ . . . .

And also my soul delighteth in the covenants of the Lord which
he hath made to our fathers; yea, my soul delighteth in his grace,
and in his justice, and power, and mercy in the great and eternal
plan of deliverance from death. (2 Ne. 11:4-5; emphasis added)

II. The Two Earthly Ministries of Jesus Christ:
The scriptures speak of Jesus Christ’s ministries upon this

world: 
∙ The mortal ministry (His first coming);  
∙ The Millennial ministry (His Second Coming)
That Jesus Christ is coming twice to the earth begs these

questions: (1) What was the purpose of Jesus Christ’s mortal
ministry? (2) What is the purpose of the Millennial ministry?

III. The Objective of God’s Plan:
The overall objective of Heavenly Father’s plan is to bring to

pass the immortality and eternal life of His children (Moses
1:39) Through immortality, His children become free from the
eternal effects of temporal death and able to chose one of three
various resurrected states: celestial, terrestrial, and telestial.
Eternal life is the ultimate attainment of Heavenly Father and
Mother’s Royal Family, full equality with Them as Gods and
Goddeses (D&C 76:50-7-, 92-96). 

III. Fall of Adam and the Banishment of God’s Children:
Because of the Fall of Adam, Adam and Eve and their

posterity   “were cut off both temporally and spiritually from the
presence of the Lord” (Al. 42:7).  Again, “And thus we see that
all mankind were fallen, and they were in the grasp of justice;
yea, the justice of God, which consigned them forever to be cut
off from his presence.” (Al. 42:14).

The Atonement of Jesus Christ makes possible the
reinheritance to the Royal Family by adoption to Jesus Christ.
This is made available through the first principles and
ordinances of the Gospel (A of F No. 4) which bring about a

spiritual rebirth–being born again–“become [Christ’s] sons and
daughters” “inherit[ing[ the kingdom of God” (see Mosiah
27:24-26). The Apostle Paul declared, as children of Christ we
become “heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ.” And
inherit the rights of the “firstborn” (Rom. 8:14-17, 29). 

Therefore, the Atonement of Jesus Christ made possible our
reinheritance to the family of God–heirs of Godhood–and our
attainment of Godhood–becoming kings and queens and priests
and priestesses! (See Rev. 1:6; 5:9-10; 20:4-6; D&C 76:69 [50-
70]).

IV. Recovering the Cast Off Through Spiritual Rebirth:
Sometime after they were cast out of the Garden of Eden,

Adam and Eve were taught the Gospel of Jesus Christ (see
Moses 5:4-11; 6:48-68). Through obedience to the ordinances
of the Gospel, they gained access to Christ’s atonement, and
became “sons of God” or adopted to Jesus Christ (Moses 6:68).

Adam established a holy order–a patriarchal order, to govern
the righteous (Abr. 1:3, 25-26). A “chosen seed” was
established (D&C 107:40-53; Moses 6:10-22) who were given
the responsibility of “preachers of righteousness” to call “upon
all men everywhere to repent” (Moses 6:23). In other words, the
chosen seed are the “servant seed” to assist Jesus Christ in the
redemption of mankind by teaching them of the Gospel. 

V. The Problem--General Rejection of the Gospel:
Now we come to the problem! Adam and Eve taught the

Gospel to their children (Moses 5:12-16, 58) with mixed
results–some accepted and adopted to Christ or “sons of God”
(Moses 7:1). Others rejected the offer: and the became “carnal,
sensual, and devilish” from that time forward (Moses 5:12-13). 

As Adam and Eve’s posterity grew in numbers, the chosen
seed preached the Gospel. However, wickedness increased:

And the children of men were numerous upon all the face of
the land. And in those days Satan had great dominion among
men, and raged in their hearts; and from thenceforth came wars
and bloodshed; and a man's hand was against his own brother, in
administering death, because of secret works, seeking for power.
(Moses 6:15)

Enoch was born in 622. By his day, wickedness had expanded
over most lands (Moses 6:27-30; 7:2-16). The Gospel was
generally being rejected by mankind. This was the problem! It
was a dark time for the few that were righteous. The revealed
the concern of these ancient saints:

Wherefore, hearken ye together and let me show unto you even
my wisdom–the wisdom of him whom ye say is the God of
Enoch, and his brethren,

Who were separated from the earth, and were received unto
myself–a city reserved until a day of righteousness shall come–a
day which was sought for by all holy men, and they found it not
because of wickedness and abominations;

And confessed they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth;
But obtained a promise that they should find it and see it in

their flesh. (D&C 45:11-14 emphasis added)

The “promise” they “obtained” come as part of “the promises
made to the father.” This was explained by Moroni to the



Prophet Joseph Smith during his several visits made in
September 1823, as recorded by Oliver Cowdery  in the earliest
history of the latter-day Church:

Not only did the ancients look forward to the time of the
coming of the Messiah in the flesh [His first coming], with
delight, but there was another day for which they sought and for
which they prayed. Knowing, as they did, that the fall had
brought upon them death, and that man was sensual and evil, they
longed for a day when the earth might again rest, and appear as
in the beginning when evil might be unknown upon its face, and
all creation enjoy one undisturbed peace for a thousand years.

This being sought for in faith, it pleased the Lord to covenant
with them to roll on his purposes until he should bring it to
pass–and though many generations were to be gathered to their
fathers, yet the righteous, those who should, in their lives,
embrace the gospel, and live obedient to its requirements, rise
and inherit it during this reign of peace. (“Letter V,” in Mar. 1835, 1:96;

emphasis added; see also Histories: Vol. 1, Joseph Smith Histories, 1832-1844 in the
Joseph Smith Papers, pp. 58-59, 62-64.)

VI. The Promises Made to the Fathers: 
Now we come to God’s answer to the problem. The answer

came in the form of covenants made with individual’s in which
promises were made that would affect the whole of mankind.
These are what Moroni called, “the promises made to the
fathers” (D&C 2:2; JS–H 1:39), the same as the Apostle Paul
(Rom. 15:8); similarly in the Doctrine and Covenants (27:10;
45:16; 138:47); or called in Book of Mormon in various ways,
covenants made to the fathers (see 1 Ne. 19:15; 22:6; 2 Ne. 3:7;
11:5); the same in the Joseph Smith Translation (see JST Gen.
17:12; 50:28).

The scriptures focus on four sets of promises made to
individuals and a nation. These are all related to each other.
These four sets are:

1. To Enoch: the same were made to Noah and Melchizedek.

2. To Abraham: the same to Isaac and Jacob.

3. To the house of Israel as a nation.

4. To King David.

The following briefly describes each set of promises and their
relationship to each other.

1. Enochian Covenant
The first set of promises were made with Enoch (later to

Noah and Melchizedek). President Spencer W. Kimball noted
the wide-spread rejection of the Gospel in Enoch’s day: 

The true plan of life was placed upon the earth in the beginning
when it was given to Adam. After a few generations, the
descendants of Adam went the way of the world and most of the
earth’s children lost the truths and the knowledge of God and of
the gospel. One descendant of Adam–Enoch–again established
good communications with God and again established the truths
upon the earth, but only comparatively few of the inhabitants
listened and accepted; hence, there was another great apostasy
from the truth. (“Absolute Truth,” Ensign, Sep. 1978, 6)

Summary: In the last days, God will flood the earth with truth
and righteousness by which He will gather out His elect from
the four corners of the earth and creating a world wide-Zion.
Christ with all the righteous dead from Adam to the Second
Coming will return to the Earth and unite with the latter-day
Zion making ONE Zion–the family of Jesus Christ. Wickedness
will cease to exist and the earth will rest for a thousand years.

Details: Enoch was shown a vision of the wickedness  of his
day to the days of Noah, with the wicked being destroyed by a
flood of water, and put in a prison, of sorts, in the spirit world
where they were chained to Satan in darkness (see Moses 7:23-
39, 43), he pled with God that He would not destroy man be a
flood of water. Enoch asked in the name of Jesus Christ that
God would “have mercy” upon Noah’s seed, that the wicked
would not be destroyed by a flood of water” (Moses 7:50). God
responded with a covenant–

Promises of what God would do: God would not destroy the
wicked with a flood but would call upon Noah’s posterity
(Moses 7:51). Further, He made an “unalterable decree” that
Enoch’s posterity–the chosen seed–through Noah, would be
found among all nations “while the earth should stand” (Moses
7:52). 

Promise of when would this happen: God said to Enoch, “in
the last days,” in days of extreme wickedness, I will flood the
earth with “righteousness and truth” to “gather out mine elect
from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall
prepare, an Holy City . . . called Zion, a New Jerusalem”
(Moses 6:62). It would have to be assumed that since Enoch’s
posterity, the chosen seed, are to be found among all nations
while the earth stands, then Zion will be found among all
nations, with the New Jerusalem as “the center place” (see D&C
75:1-3). In other words, there will be a world-wide  Zion–a city
of Enoch. The Lord will His “tabernacle” in the New Jerusalem. 
And He will return to the earth and with Him, the city of Enoch,
and all the righteous dead from Adam to the Second Coming.
They will unite with the latter-day Zion (Moses 6:63-4; JST
Gen. 9:21-25). 

Specifics:
•  that if the posterity of Noah became wicked,  would not be

destroyed by a flood of water (Moses 7:51); 
• that a remnant of Noah’s seed will be found among all

nations (Moses 7:52); 
• that he would call upon Noah’s seed. This will be fulfilled

in two ways. One, by calling them to repentance (e.g.,
D&C; 43:20-28; 87:3). Two, calling upon Noah’s seed to
be his His servants (e.g., Al. 13:8; 42:31; D&C 1:17-24;
18:24, 28; 39:13);

• that Christ should return to the earth and “the earth shall
rest” from the wickedness of [her] children” (Moses 7:60-
61). 

• In preparation for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, God
promised that would flood the world with truth and
righteousness (through the Book of Mormon and other
divine revelations brought forth through restoration of the
Gospel by Joseph Smith and missionary work taking the
Gospel to all the world) by which God will gather His
elect(God’s “chosen seed” that house of Israel and Gentiles
who join with them) from the four quarters of the earth to
“an Holy City”–“called Zion, a New Jerusalem”

• Further, he promised that Jesus Christ would return to the
earth and establish his tabernacle (house) among them.
With him would come Enoch and his Zion as well as “the
general assembly of the church of the first-born (i.e., all the
righteous dead from the days of Adam to the last days) and
they join with the city of Zion (and all her stakes



throughout the world) and dwell together. And “for the
space of a thousand years the earth shall rest” (Moses 7:61-
66; JST Gen 9:21-25).  These promises establish the Lord’s
the objective He will achieve by the end of the seven
thousand years of the earth’s temporal existence” (D&C
77:6).

2. Abrahamic Covenant (Promises made to Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob)

Summary: God promised Abraham that his posterity would
become a great nation that would have the Gospel and a land
where they could freely govern themselves through God’s
covenant, and the would bless all the families of the earth with
the blessings of the Gospel, even of salvation and life eternal
(Abr. 2:6-11).

Details: [1] Abrahamic Covenant is about how God will
fulfill the Enochian Covenant–While making promises to
Abraham, God told him “remember the days of Enoch thy
father” (JST Gen 13:14). Certainly, the promises made to
Enoch, which were an everlasting covenant (Moses 7:51; JST
Gen 9:21-23) will find fulfillment through the promises he
would make with him. 

[2] Specifics:–The following are the specific promises made
to Abraham that were entered into by covenant, first by God
(Gen 15:7-17) and then by Abraham (Gen 17;1-27). These
promises are to “be fulfilled in the latter days” (1 Ne 15:18).

As outlined in Abr 2:6-11– 
• Abraham’s that his posterity would become numerous,

even a great nation;
• His seed were ensured that they would have the gospel/

priesthood. 
• His posterity would have a land where they were free to

worship God. 
• They “shall bear this ministry and priesthood unto all

nations;” in Abraham’s seed “shall all the families of the
earth be blessed, even with the blessings of the Gospel,
which are the blessings of salvation, even of life eternal”
(spiritual life with God and heirs to godhood). 

It is the posterity of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Israel) that
will fulfill the promise to Enoch and Noah that in the latter-days 

3. The Promises to the House of Israel as a Nation
Summary: Abraham’s posterity became a people of national

size while in Egyptian bondage. Jehovah delivered them from
bondage and organized them into a nation with Jehovah as their
God and King, and Israel as His people on earth. The ten
commandments was the basis of their national  government
which was established through a covenatal ritual, made between
Jehovah and the house of Israel. If they kept the  covenant,
Jehovah would dwell in their midst, and He would bestow great
temporal blessings upon them. The land promised to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob–the land of Canaan, which was the land link
between the continents of Africa, Asia, and Europe–would be
their homeland where they could freely govern themselves with
Jehovah’s laws. The goal of this covenant was to fulfill the
Abrahamic Covenant (and thus, the Enochian Covenant) by
blessing all the nations of the world. Living in the land link
between the three major continents, where all the trade routs

would pass,  Israel would be in a prime position to be a light to
the Gentiles, or nations of the world. Passing through land of
promise, the Gentiles would see the prosperity the house of
Israel and enquire after their generous gods. Then Israel could
teach them of their one and only God, Jehovah.

Specifics: The specifics of the national covenant with the
house of Israel our outlined in Leviticus 26:
∙ If keeps Jehovah’s commandments, with the statutes and

judgments, (based upon the ten commandments as outlines in
Exodus 20-23), and does them (Lev. 26:3)

∙ Then Jehovah would be their God and Israel, His people; and He
would place His tabernacle and dwell in their midst (Lev. 26:11-
13).  Further, Jehovah would bless Israel with great prosperity, or
temporal blessings, such as rain, fruitful crops, peace, etc. (Lev.
26:4-10). In this condition, Israel was promised, they would be
a light to the surrounding nations, who would say, “Surely this
great nation is a wise and understanding people. For what nation
is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the LORD
our God is in all things that we call upon him for?  And what
nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so
righteous as all this law, which I set before you this day? (Deut.
4:6-8)

∙ If Israel breaks the covenant, does not keep the commandments
(Lev. 26:14; also see Deut 4:1-24; 28:1-14; 29: 10-16)

∙ Then instead of blessings curses will come upon Israel At first,
curses designed to humble and reform Israel–such as drought
(Lev. 26:16-23), If these fail, then Israel will be cursed with war,
destruction, and loss of their nation, being scattered among the
nations of the earth (Lev. 26:24-39; also see Deut 4:25-38; 28:15-
68; 29:17-29;.Hosea 1:1-9; Jacob 5)

∙ If, in their scattered condition, they become repentant,
∙ Then Jehovah will remember the covenant made with Abraham,

and bless them with the Gospel and gather them as a covenant
people once again–becoming  Lord’s among all nations of the
earth; eventually Jehovah will  restore them to the land promised

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Lev. 26:42-45)  
The promised gathering of scattered Israel is of supreme

importance in the Gospel plan–this gathering means that all the
children of Noah, on both sides of the veil must be taught the
Gospel. 

4. The Promises Made to King David

Background: It was the Lord’s desire that all twelve tribes of
the house of Israel be His “firstborn,” a “kingdom of priests” 
(Ex. 4:22-23; 19:6). As such they would receive the fulness of
Melchizedek Priesthood blessings, those attainable in this life,
and the eternal blessings of heirship and Godhood in the
eternities (D&C 84:19-23).  However, because of their rebellion
at Mt. Sinai (see Ex. 32:1-8) in which “They made a calf . . .
and worshipped the molten image”they worshiped” (Ps.
106:19), they lost these blessings (D&C 84:24-25; JST Ex.
34:1-2; JST Deut. 10:2). But through the Davidic Covenant,
that will be restored.

After David was made King of all twelve tribes of Israel,
conquering Jerusalem, making it the capital of Israel, and
installing the ark of the covenant in a new tabernacle highest
point of the mount Jerusalem was built, David built himself a
palace from which to rule over Israel (2 Sam. 6). Then David
desired to build a “house” or what we would call a temple for
Jehovah (2 Sam. 7:1; there is no word in Hebrew for temple).
At first, Natan, the prophet, approved David’s desire, but during



the night, Jehovah spoke to Nathan and said that He did not
want David to build a temple to Him. Rather, Nathan was to tell
David that Jehovah would “make thee an house” (2 Sam. 7:5-
11). This has reference to a dynasty, that is, kings coming from
the same family, usually father to son.

The Lord made a number of promises to King David about
his son.
∙ This son “will build an house [temple] for my name” (2

Sam. 7:14). 
• This son’s sons will rule over Israel, “for ever” (2 Sam.

7:12-13). 
• Though this son was not a first born son, Jehovah would

inherit him as a firstborn: “I will be his father, and he shall
be my son” (2 Sam 7:13).

• If he commits iniquity, said Jehovah, “I will chasten him .
. . but my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took
it from Saul”; that is, Jehovah will not disown him and the
dynastic rule will go to someone else.  His seed will always
rule the house of Israel (2 Sam 7:14-15).

Who was the foreordained son? It was Solomon, the second
child born to David and Bathsheba.  

What is the eternal importance of this covenant in “the great
plan of the Eternal God”?

Recall Judah’s patriarchal blessing given him from his father,
Jacob. He was promised that his posterity would rule of Israel: 
“The sceptre shall not depart from Judah.” Also, “unto him shall
the gathering of the people be” (Gen. 49:10).

Why are we told, “unto him shall the gathering be”? 
The Davidic covenant is about reinheritance–being

reinherited to the family of God. And as a family member, we
can become kings and queens unto God.

David is of the tribe of Judah. Jesus Christ is a direct
descendant of David through Solomon (see Matt. 1:1-17). Jesus
Christ is also the firstborn of Heavenly Father and Mother, and
is heir of their kingdom (Heb. 1:1-3).

Jesus Christ if the only child of God who has not fallen and
lost their inheritance. Because of the Fall of Adam because of
individual sin, all mankind have suffered spiritual death,
eternally “cast out or “cut off from” the presence of God  (Al.
42:6-14). 

 Jesus Christ came into this world redeem God’s children.
Jesus was “crucified for the sons of the world” (D&C 325:2).
Crucifixion was a penalty used for exemplary effect. The act of
crucifying formally cut off that person from a community for
having transgressed the most serious communal laws.  On the
cross, Jesus Christ was paying the penalty of every man and
woman that Yet, on the cross, the Savior paid the eternal
penalties that banishing them from the family of God.

So, “Jesus Christ, the Son of God,” was “crucified for the sins
of the world, even as many as will believe on [his] name, that
they may become the sons of God” (D&C 35:2). That is, those
who believe on His name come unto Him through faith,
repentance, baptism, and having received the gift of the Holy
Ghost. They become born again, and “are redeemed of God,
becoming his sons and daughters” (Mosiah 27:25). 

They join His royal family who will become kings and
queens. Each person who comes unto Jesus Christ inherit the

right of firstborn, as Israel received when the entered into the
covenant with God, but lost because of rebellion. The right of
firstborn is the right to become a king or queen. 

Further, the promise given David that God would chastize his
son if he transgressed but not disowned becomes their’s as well.
Through Isaiah, the Lord called this “an everlasting covenant.
. .even the sure mercies of David” (Isa. 55:3; see Acts 13:34;
Luke 1:46-55).

Recall when Enoch pled to God to have mercy on the children
of Noah (Enoch 7:49-50). Mercy is an important aspect of the
Abrahamic Covenant (Luke 1:50. 55, 72).


