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I want to tell you how sorry I truly feel that we are not able to meet anymore this semester due to the
spread of coronavirus.  I enjoyed being with you very much!!

As a teacher, the only time I have faced a situation like this–forced to end courses differently than they
were begun, was in the Fall of 2000. I was teaching at the Brigham Young University’s Jerusalem Center for
Near Eastern Studies. We had wonderful students and the semester was going along absolutely wonderfully.
I was teaching students on site both Old and New Testaments, and a specialized course on the New
Testament book called Acts of the Apostles. During the first month of the semester, there was growing peace
between the Israelis and Palestinians. Significant sites and places related to both Old and New Testament 
that had been closed to tourism because of the ongoing conflict between the Israelis and Palestinians, were
for the first time in two decades opening up. As I taught the students in the classroom, on the bus, and on site,
I am grew to know and love each of them dearly.

Then at the end of September, war broke out in Jerusalem. A terrible war! Several of our students were
in the area where the initial gun fighting began. Quickly, the fighting spread throughout Jerusalem. We were
fortunate that none of the students were injured or killed, though many saw people who were shot and killed.
We were finally able to get all the students back to the Center safe and sound.

During the next several days, war spread throughout the entire country, even in places I have never seen
war before. We had to lock the students in the Center for their safety as bullets were flying all around us. A
young Palestinian child was shot and killed just a hundred yards from the Center. The Center was in lock
down for two weeks. But the violence worsened. Then we literally sneaked out of Jerusalem early one
morning in buses and went to the northern part of Israel, where there was a place where there was no
fighting, on the Sea of Galilee. We hid there for 18 days. But the fighting continued. The Israeli’s sieged
several Palestinian cities carving out big ditches and rows of tanks aimed at the city. 

Eventually, the First Presidency wanted the students to return home. It was a sorrowful time for me.
My wife, children, and I with the other teachers were asked to stay on in Jerusalem, and try to wait out

the war.  But several months later, after much fighting and killing, my wife and one of my daughters were
nearly killed in a suicide bombing. I thank God they weren’t. But we didn’t live in the Center but area about
a mile and half away from the Center, called French Hill. The fighting was so bad around where we lived,
the place was nicked name, French Hell. Finally, the decision came to close the Center down until the war
ended, which was five years later. I was really glad to get my wife and children back to in America, and back
to quiet, peaceful Idaho.

Now, because of the spread of this virus, I find myself in a position where I am not able to finish out my
courses face to face with my students. That makes me very sad. But we need to finish this course.  As I have
spent the weekend, as well as Monday, and Tuesday, contemplating and praying about what to do with this
course, I have come to a conclusion of what I would like to do.

How the rest of the semester will proceed:

∙ We will NOT be meeting as a class on-line. I think that will be more of a bother than a help.

∙ Class experience (?): The BYUI has made it clear that we need to have some sort of class experience.
I have been given permission to do the following instead of a meeting as a class through Zoom or some
other means. 

 I want you to continue doing the daily reading assignments. I will produce 20-30 minute video clip
in which I will discuss important aspects of each reading assignment (that sounds boring, doesn’t it?!). 
These will be uploaded on YouTube with a link found on the Daily Reading Assignment Schedule
directly below the Reading Assignment. Watching the video will count as having attended the class. 
But you must submit a brief note  (on a word.doc or wordprocessor) to account for whether you
watched the video or not, saying, “I watched the video clip (or didn’t watch it) assigned for video
assigned on (write the date).” YOU MUST INCLUDE (1) your name, (2) the course title and (3) the
time your class met.  Instructions for how to submit this is found below. 



∙ The first due date will be this Friday (that will give students who may be traveling home, time to
get there). It will be over the assignment due last Thursday, Mar 12. So you should have completed
it already. You will need to watch the video clip, and upload a note saying you watched the video. You
will also need to upload your write-up notes for that day’s assignment. YES, THAT MEANS TWO
DIFFERENT UPLOADS FOR EACH READING ASSIGNMENT–it will work better that way for my
TA.  

∙ Reading Assignments: Because of we will have missed a few days, I am going to have to shorten up
the reading assignments. ALSO, each reading assignment will include more than one topic. The
reading assignments will not be discovery assignments, like I have been trying to do. For each topic
I will do a write-up, including documentation, for each topic (and sub-topics). 

∙ Reading Assignment write-up– your write-ups for each reading assignment should include your
research notes for each topic (and sub-topics) including documentation–from these notes you will
write about each topic (and sub-topics) on the Course Review Paper. 

∙ Submission of Write-ups: Obviously, I will NOT require a hard copy of your reading assignment
write-ups as we have been doing. You will need to submit them  through Canvas/I Learn. The best way
to record your notes would be electronically using a word.doc or wordprocessor. That would be the
easiest for submitting on Canvas. (If you hand write-your notes, then you will have to take a picture(s)
of your notes and upload it/them on Canvas/I Learn. I’m sure it can be done, but I don’t know how.
If you know how, then handwritten notes are OK with me.)  Make sure your notes have your (1)
name, (2) course title, (3) time class meets, and (4) title of the reading assignment written on top. 
If it doesn’t there is no way for me to pass it around class to find out who’s notes they are.

∙ Complete the five For Further Studies (instructions an how to do these is found on the Grading
Syllabus) and submit them on Canvas/I Learn.

∙ By April 8th, complete the Course Review Paper (explanation and rubric for completing the paper
is found on the Grading Syllabus) and submit in on Canvas/I Learn by 11:59 PM. Obviously, you may
submit them before this date.

________________________________________

 

[1]Assignment Submissions on Canvas

∙ For  Reading Assignment Write-ups and YouTube VIDEO Accounting, and For Further
Studies–you must have saved your write-up or video accounting note with a title.

∙ Login in on Canvas. 

∙ Find the 250 Winter 2020 course folder and open it up. 

∙ On the left side you will find Assignments; click on it. 

∙ On the upper right click on Show By Date.

∙ Under Upcoming Assignments you will find the rest of the Reading Assignments by date and title
(beginning with March 20). Click on the correct date and assignment.

∙ Find the upload link and click on it. Then browse to find the document you saved and upload it. 

∙ Then submit it.  (Accounting for each assignment ends at midnight (actually 11:59 PM). For example,
the reading assignment due this Thursday must be accounted for by 11:59 PM Thursday night.)  

My TA will record your grade on the grading sheet.  

You can finish the assignments early. 

[2] For Further Studies need to be submitted no later than April 6th. Submitting write-up instructions found
above.

[3] The Course Review Paper

∙ Course Review Paper is due no later than midnight Apr. 8.  Of course, you can submit them before
April 8th. Submit them using Canvas the same as outlined above.



∙ In the Course Review Paper will include a discussion of all the topics (and each topics sub-topics)
we have discussed through the semester. you must discuss each key we have discussed throughout the
course. The Reading Assignments are your main source of documentation for this assignment. Of
course, you are also free to use other sources as well, such as the For Further Studies.  You will submit
the Course Review Paper on Canvas as described above.

If you have questions about what I have written, please email me. I will try to clarify better.

I appreciate and love each one of you.  You have been a pleasure to have had in this course. I am truly sorry
we were not able to finish out the course in a regular classroom setting.

God bless you, and I mean that, 

Bro Satterfield


